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City of Syracuse
Sustainability Plan



Bureau of Planning & Sustainability

 Responsible for planning, coordination and 
execution of Mayor’s sustainability initiatives, major 
planning and urban design projects.

 Interdepartmental coordination for effective and 
efficient implementation of Mayor’s agenda.



Bureau of Planning & Sustainability

 Planning Focus Areas

-Smart growth -Land Use

-Integration of cross-departmental planning

-Public Art -Brownfield redevelopment

-Environmental Planning

 Sustainability Focus Areas

-Energy -GHG emissions reduction

-Environment -Stormwater management

-Green building -Education & Outreach

-Natural resource protection -Sustainability Plan
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City:                          Bureau of Planning & Sustainability, Interdepartmental Team

Technical:                      ICLEI, SUNY-ESF, GreeningUSA, CNYRPDB, Sustainability Advisory Team

Funding:                    EECBG (DOE), C2IP (CNYRPDB), NYSERDA, National Grid

Community:              Community Stakeholders, General Public

Sustainability Plan



Assessment

 History of Green Initiatives

 GreeningUSA 12 Traits

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory
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Making Sense of the Data

 GreeningUSA

 12 Traits of Sustainable Communities

 ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability

 5 Milestones

 Climate Change Innovation Program

 Green House Gas Emissions Inventory



12 Traits of Sustainable Communities

1. Governmental Leadership in Sustainability
2. Local Economic Resilience
3. Sustainable Land Use Planning & Natural Resource 

Preservation
4. Sustainable Transportation & Mobility Systems
5. Water Related Infrastructure Systems
6. Green Buildings and Housing
7. Energy from Non-Fossil Fuels
8. Waste Material Management
9. Culture, Arts and Entertainment
10. Quality Public Education
11. Public Health and Safety
12. Community Engagement



Categories

Sustainability Traits

A) Local ENVIRONMENTAL Significance B) Local ECONOMIC Significance C) Local Social EQUITY Significance

1. Governmental Leadership in Sustainability by 

Executive, staff, and legislators. Carbon Footprint / Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Reduction

Community Bond Rating Voter Registration Levels

2. Local Economic Resilience with diversified economic 

base. Air Quality Index Employment Mix Level of Employment

3. Sustainable Land Use Planning and Resource 

Preservation that is integrated, balanced, and diversified. Developed Area / Open Area Sprawl Index Owner Occupied Housing Units

4. Sustainable Transportation & Mobility Systems with 

numerous options. Complete Streets Commuting Options

Housing & Transportation Affordability 

Index

5. Water Related Infrastructure Systems addressing long 

and short term quantity and quality. Potable Water Quality Waste Water Processing Community wide Green Infrastructure

6. Green Buildings and Housing that are environmentally 

and energy responsive. Green Buildings per capita Green Construction Jobs Housing Affordability

7. Energy From Non-Fossil Fuels with localized and 

centralized sources. Green Electrical Power Green Energy Businesses Energy Affordability through LIHEAP

8. Waste Material Management that is holistic and value 

based. Landfill Diversion Business Recycling Public Place Recycling

9. Local Culture, Art and Entertainment that is well 

rounded and inclusive Green Event Planning Economic Impact Diversity of venues and events

10. Quality Public Education  that teaches sustainability Environmental Education / Sustainability Curriculum

Public Sustainability Education Graduation Rates

11. Public Health and Safety based on clean, safe, 

healthy, places. Public Recreation Facilities Health and Safety Workforce Crime Rate

12. Community Engagement and participation by citizens.

Environmental Organizations Business Engagement Diverse Participation

12 Traits© and Sustainability Significance Measures by Category



Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory

 Planning & Sustainability

 City Departments

 SyraStat

 Facilities

 Engineering

 DPW

 Purchasing

 Fire

 Aviation

 Water

 Technical Support

 SUNY-ESF

 ICLEI

 CNY Regional Planning and 
Development Board

 Energy Automation

 National Grid



FLEET
Sergeant Dave Sackett, 

Director Fleet Operations Management 

448-8588, dsackett@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Jim Wilkos

DPW Fleet Manager

448-8522, jwilkos@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Fire Department

Dave Reeves

Superintendent - SFD Division of Maintenance

473-3276 Ext. 605, reevesd@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Buildings/Facilities
Meg Shannon

Director Building Maintenance & Operations

473-4330x3042, mshannon@ci.syracuse.ny.us

HVAC

Mike Czarnecki

427-8663, MCzarnecki@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Energy Compendium

Jim Gladziszewski

President, Energy Automation

448-8522, jwilkos@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Street Lights
Engineering

Tim Jones

Civil Engineer I

448-8237, tjones@ci.syracuse.ny.us

DPW

Pete O’Connor

Commissioner, DPW

448-8515, po’connor@ci.syracuse.ny.us

National Grid

John Fiume

Community Investment Coordinator 

452.7655, John.Fiume@us.ngrid.com

Aviation
Christina Reale

Interim Commissioner of Aviation

Jeff Hopson

Dave Massett
Department of Aviation

(315) 454-3263 Ph, RealeC@syrairport.org

(315) 436-6849 Cell

FLEET

Sergeant Dave Sackett, 

Director Fleet Operations Management 

448-8588, dsackett@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Bureau of Planning and Sustainability
Greg Michel, 448-8051, 481-7470, gmichel@ci.syracuse.ny.us

Carolyn Ramsden, phone cramsden@ci.syracuse.ny.us

mailto:jwilkos@ci.syracuse.ny.us
mailto:reevesd@reevesd@ci.syracuse.ny.us
mailto:gmichel@ci.syracuse.ny.us


GHG Emissions Inventory

2002 2007 2010

GHG Emissions 33758 33653 30441
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9.8% Reduction
From 2002-2010



GHG Emissions Inventory
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2002 2007 2010

Buildings 3077 3305 2771

Vehicle Fleet 11327 10124 8987

Street Lights 4553 4697 4734

Traffic Lights 1309 444 260

Water Department 1020 1087 920

Aviation 10469 11988 10759

City of Syracuse 
Municipal GHG Emissions









The Good News

 The City of Syracuse is already working on many of 
these recommendations in collaboration with the 
community.

 Sustainability Plan

 Land Use Plan

 Green Infrastructure projects

 Open space/community garden discussions

 Deconstruction discussions

 Public space recycling efforts

 Complete Streets, Bicycle lanes, etc.



Thank you!


