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This Was A Boomtown Once



And It Showed



Then It Wasn’t



And It Shows



But now it’s gonna be a boomtown again 
(we hope)



But bad times lead to bad habits … 

The urbanized area has 
grown a lot 

… even while the 
population has not … 



Throwing away old neighborhoods …  



And wasting land along the way 



You’ve got a great vision …. 

… but you 
won’t achieve 
it with the 
status quo 
approach



So here are Bill Fulton’s 6 rules 
for handling a booming Central New York



1. Don’t underestimate what might happen







2. Don’t blow through your land supply too fast



Metro 
Atlanta, 
2001 and 
2019

Washington Post



Metro 
Nashville, 
2001 and 
2019

Washington Post



Metro Las 
Vegas, 
2001 and 
2019

Washington Post



Metro 
Syracuse, 
2001 and 
2019

Washington Post



3. Don’t bankrupt yourself with sprawl



A lesson from suburban Nashville



Bradford Hills



A typical 
subdivision in 
Davidson 
County north 
of the City



Lenox Village



A “Smart 
Growth” 
subdivision 
across the 
street from 
Bradford Hills









3 Conclusions  about Smart Growth
(Based on Survey of All Relevant Studies)

Cost of Infrastructure

38% Savings

Cost of Services

10% Savings (higher in rural areas)

Tax Revenue Per Acre

-- 10x more



4. Don’t assume everybody wants to 
spend all weekend on a riding mower



The exurban default in Upstate New York



The reality: Villages like this are thriving



Half of the population wants to walk –
even in Houston!



5. Don’t accept whatever comes along



After 70 years, you don’t have to settle for whatever



You can demand more!



6. Don’t plan piecemeal (if you can help it)



All developers 
want is an access 
road to their 
subdivision ... But 
that’s a recipe for 
disaster



You can insist that landowners work together!



So good luck!



But don’t forget!

1. Don’t underestimate what might happen.

2. Don’t blow through your land supply too fast

3. Don’t bankrupt yourself with sprawl

4. Don’t assume everybody wants to spend all weekend on a 
riding mower

5. Don’t accept whatever comes along

6. Don’t plan piecemeal (if you can help it) 
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