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New Environmental Assessment Forms

• EAFs first adopted in 1978 version of SEQR
• Have remained relatively unchanged until 2012 even though the 
environmental assessment process has seen major changes
• Revised model EAF forms were adopted by the Commissioner on 
January 25, 2012
• Effective date of forms was established as October 7, 2013, so 
that workbooks and GIS platform could be prepared
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New Tools Developed  by DEC in 2013

• Web based Full EAFs & Short EAFs were developed
• Companion workbooks for both EAF were written
• A software platform called “EAF Mapper” was also developed
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Revised EAFs

• Short and Full EAFs are easy to find on our web site
• EAFs are fill and save PDFs
•Full EAF uses “Gate Keeper” questions that permit the user to
skip irrelevant questions
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Gate Keeper Question
From Full EAF
• h. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that will result in the impoundment of any liquids, such as creation of a 
water supply, reservoir, pond, lake, waste lagoon or other storage? �� NO �� YES

• If Yes,

i. Purpose of the impoundment: _____________________

ii. If a water impoundment, the principal source of the water: �Ground water �Surface water streams � Other specify:__________________

iii. If other than water, identify the type of impounded/contained liquids and their source. ___________________________

iv. Approximate size of the proposed impoundment.

Volume: _____ million gallons; surface area: ____________ acres

v. Dimensions of the proposed dam or impounding structure: ________ height; _______length

vi. Construction method/materials for the proposed dam or impounding structure (e.g., earth fill, rock, wood, concrete):
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EAF Workbooks
• Workbooks are intended to:

*Guide sponsors in preparing Part 1;
* Guide lead agency in reviewing Parts 2 & 3

• Workbooks provide links to spatial data (e.g., maps) and other 
sources of information

• Workbooks make generous use of examples
• Short EAF should not require consultant services to complete
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Example of the Revised EAF
SEAF, Part 1, Question 4
Check all land uses that occur, on, adjoining and near the 
proposed action?
Urban ? Rural (non-ag)? Industrial? 
Commercial? Residential (Suburban)?
Forest? Agriculture? Aquatic?
Parkland? Other?
• Workbook help in answering the questions!
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New EAF Mapper
The New EAF Mapper:
• Developed to fill in many spatial data questions on the Short 

and Full EAFs
• System will check over 50 spatial data sets and fill in select 

EAF questions
• EAFs can be saved and completed
• System was designed to grow
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New EAF Mapper
What You Should Expect to See
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We have chosen a 
tax parcel by 
clicking on it.  The 
EAF Mapper 
highlights the 
parcel.
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If we didn’t 
know the exact 
parcel we can 
create a 
trapezoid by 
drawing straight 
lines around the 
general area 
where the 
project is 
proposed and 
get our 
information 
that way.
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Here’s an aerial 
view of our site. 
We can switch 
between aerial 
and street level 
view by clicking on 
the two blue 
boxes at the top 
left of the page



18

Now you click the “full 
form” or “short form”
button in “Create 
Report (Step 3)”. You 
will get this blue 
message box saying it 
will take a few 
moments for the 
program to create the 
EAF and fill in the 
project information 
from the EAF mapper 
database.  You’ll notice 
the map also turns a 
hazy gray color.  It 
should take 2‐3 
minutes to complete 
the EAF.
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This box requires 
you to identify if 
you want to either 
open the file or do 
you want to save it.
Click “OK” to open 
the file if you want 
to review it before 
you save it.
As with any other 
application, you 
want to save the 
document 
frequently as you 
add data so that you 
do not lose your 
work should either 
the internet or your 
local system 
encounter a 
problem.
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A fill‐able pdf will be the 
returned product. Notice 
that there is nothing filled 
out by the Mapper on page 
1. We first start seeing 
Mapper generated 
responses on  page 2.
For a Full EAF, up to 20 
questions will be 
completed by the Mapper 
software.
Notice that all of the links 
between the EAF questions 
and the EAF Workbooks will 
be active.
This allows the preparer of 
the Part 1 to bounce 
between the form and 
workbook if they need 
guidance in completing the 
form.
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The mapper 
informs us that:  
1.  No coastal area 
or 
2.Community with 
a local waterfront 
revitalization 
plan.

exist on site
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EAF mapper tells 
us:  
1.  Project is 
within 2000 feet 
of an 
environmental 
remediation site.  
It identifies the 
site by number: 
734018
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EAF mapper tells us:
1.No unique geologic 
features on site
2.Site contains 
waterbodies or 
wetlands and said 
also border the site
3.Wetlands are 
regulated by feds or 
state
4.Wetlands and 
waterbody 
information provided
5.Project is not over 
a primary, principal 
or sole source 
aquifer
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EAF mapper tells us:
1.Site contains a 
significant natural 
community
2.Site contains an 
endangered or 
threatened species
3.Site is not in an 
agricultural district; nor 
is it in or next to a 
national natural 
landmark
4.Site is not in a critical 
environmental area
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EAF Mapper tells us:

1.Site is not in an 
archeological sensitive 
area
2.It’s not in a wild, 
scenic or recreational 
river corridor
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On the final page 
you get a summary 
of the information 
provided in the EAF 
by the mapper 
along with the map.  
It encourages you 
to check the EAF 
workbook in certain 
instances and gives 
more detailed 
information that 
couldn’t fit in the 
EAF itself.  
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SEQRA Determination
• Key feature of the new EAFs- serve as the determination of 

significance.
• If the form is adequately completed according to the 

instructions it serves as the determination of significance.
• There is no need to fill out a separate negative or positive 

declaration form.
• The key is to make sure that you adequately complete the 

EAF consistent with the instructions for its use.
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User Tips

• Recommended Browsers
* IE 9 and above
* Firefox, Safari or Chrome

• Allow “Pop-ups” on Browser
• Run EAF Mapper first, don’t complete EAF first!
• Save EAF to local drive
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User Tips (Cont.)

• Map icon in workbooks = EAF Mapper completed questions

• EAF Mapper is not designed for municipal-wide projects
• Expect 3 Minutes or less to run
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User Tips (Cont.)

EAF Mapper results are “Locked”
• Resource locations are buffered
• “No” response does not require
additional review
• “Yes” response means that you need
further review
• Refer to workbooks for more information
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DEC Web Pages:  SEQRA
Main SEQRA page : http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/357.html
SEQRA Forms:   http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6191.html
Frequently Asked Questions:

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/93240.html
EAF Workbooks- http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90125.html
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Questions
• Play with the Mapper, http://www.dec.ny.gov/eafmapper/
• Visit the FAQ page
• Use the help button on EAF Mapper
• Further questions:  Diane Carlton

Public Outreach and Education
DEC, Syracuse 
315-426-7403


