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To features@syracuse.com, newsroom@cnylink.com, 

editorial@cnypennysaver.com
cc Lisa Welch/PL/ONC/ONGOV@ONGOV

bcc

Subject News Release - Onondaga County Annual Agricultural 

District Open Enrollment

ONONDAGA COUNTY ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN 

ENROLLMENT

The Onondaga County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board announces that the annual 

open enrollment period for the addition of viable agricultural lands into Onondaga County 

Agricultural Districts is set for January 1, 2011 to January 31, 2011.  Agricultural Districts are 

intended to encourage the continued use of farmland for agricultural production.  Enrollment of 

land into a certified agricultural district provides protection of accepted agricultural practices 

through New York State Agricultural Districts Law.  Viable agricultural land is land highly 

suitable for or currently used for agricultural production.

Enrollment forms and additional information are available at www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html

, or by contacting Lisa Welch at the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency at 

315-435-2949 or lisawelch@ongov.net.



Onondaga County 

Request to Add Viable Agricultural Land into a Certified Agricultural District 

January 1, 2011 through January 31, 2011 

 

Agricultural Districts are intended to encourage the continued use of farmland for agricultural 

production.  Enrollment of viable agricultural lands into a certified Agricultural District provides 

protection of accepted agricultural practices through New York State Agricultural Districts Law.  

Viable agricultural land is land highly suitable for or currently used for agricultural production.   

 

Property owners can request that their property be added to an Agricultural District in Onondaga 

County between January 1 and January 31, 2011 by completing this form and returning it to: 

 

Lisa Welch 

Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency 

John H. Mulroy Civic Center 

421 Montgomery St. – 11
th

 Floor 

Syracuse, NY   13202-2923 

Fax:  315-435-2439 or E-mail: lisawelch@ongov.net 

 

For additional information visit: http://www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html or call Lisa Welch at 315-

435-2949. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ Today’s Date:   ___________________  

 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Signature: ___________________________________________ Phone:  _________________________   

 

ADD PROPERTIES 

 OWNER(S) NAME TOWN/VILLAGE PARCEL NUMBER ACRES 

 Pete Jones Town of Skaneateles 105.-02-1.11 25 

1     

2     

3     

 

Briefly describe the nature of the agricultural production associated with this property (use back of page 

if necessary):  ________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Have municipalities or neighbors voiced concerns regarding agricultural operations on these parcels? 

Please circle:   Yes  or  No 

 

If yes, please explain (use back of page if necessary):  _________________________________________  

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  







NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED INCLUSION OF VIABLE 

AGRICULTURAL LANDS WITHIN CERTIFIED AGRICULTUAL DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 303-B OF THE NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held by the Onondaga County Legislature on 

the inclusion of lands into certified agricultural districts in Onondaga County. The hearing will be held at 
the Onondaga County Courthouse, 401 Montgomery St., Syracuse, New York on Tuesday June 7, 2011 at 

12:50 pm. 

 
Section 303-b of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law provides landowners with a thirty-day 

period to submit requests for the inclusion of predominantly viable agricultural lands within certified 

agricultural districts.  Pursuant to Resolution No. 71-2004 of the Onondaga County Legislature, that 
thirty-day period began January 1, 2011 and ended January 31, 2011. 

 

The lands requested for inclusion into a certified agricultural district are reputably owned by Patrick & 

Connie Shaffer and Timothy & Lynda Wilkinson in the Town of Onondaga; Hourigan Farms of Elbridge 
LLC in the Town of Skaneateles; Ronald A. Davis, Sr., Hourigan Farms of Elbridge LLC, Jane W. 

McIntyre, and John P. Ramos in the Town of Elbridge; Daniel W. Stanistreet in the Town of Camillus; 

and Robert & Patricia DaRin in the Town of LaFayette. 
 

The Onondaga County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board has reviewed such requests and 

determined that such property consists predominantly of viable agricultural land and that the inclusion of 
such land would serve the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within 

the districts. 

 

These proposed changes and any others will be considered at the public hearing.  The Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board report may be examined at the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency, 

Civic Center, 421 Montgomery St, 11
th
 Floor, Syracuse, NY 13202, or viewed at 

http://www.ongov.net/planning/documents/ag/agdistadds/2011/docs.html. 
 



      Onondaga County Legislaturenondaga County Legislaturenondaga County Legislaturenondaga County Legislature    
 
 

DEBORAH L. MATURO  JAMES M. RHINEHART          KATHERINE M. FRENCH 

                    Clerk                Chairman             Deputy Clerk 
 

401 Montgomery Street • Court House • Room 407 • Syracuse, New York 13202 
Phone:  315.435.2070  Fax: 315.435.8434 

www.ongov.net 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED INCLUSION OF VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LANDS 
WITHIN CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO SECTION 303-B OF THE 

NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW  
 

JUNE 7, 2011 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Legislators Lesniak, Dougherty, Meyer, Tassone, Rapp, Buckel, 
Corbett, Holmquist, Kilmartin, Cox, Warner, Jordan, Kinne, Laguzza, Masterpole, 
Williams, Ervin, Mr. Chairman 
 
Chairman Rhinehart called the 12:50 p.m. public hearing to order at 1:10 p.m. 
 
The Clerk read the notice of public hearing. 
 
Chairman Rhinehart asked for speakers wishing to be heard.  Hearing none, the public hearing 
was adjourned at 1:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 DEBORAH MATURO, Clerk 
 Onondaga County Legislature 
















