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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COMMITTEE MINUTES – AUGUST 16, 2022 
JULIE ABBOTT, CHAIR 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Chase, Ms. Kuhn, Dr. Kelly 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mr. McBride 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Chairman Rowley, Mr. Garland; also see attached 

 

Chair Abbott called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  The minutes of the previous meeting have been distributed. 

There are no corrections to the minutes, and the minutes are approved.  

 

1. WATER ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION:  Shannon Harty, Commissioner of Water Environment Protection; 

Lauren Livermore, Deputy Commissioner of Water Environment Protection 

 

 a. A Resolution Calling a Public Hearing in Connection With the Proposed Adoption of an Amended 

Schedule of Sewer Rents for the Onondaga County Sanitary District 

 

 PH being held on 10/11/22 at 12:55 p.m. in chambers 

 Only affects commercial users, not residential 

 Moving from 115,000 gallons per year to 110,000 per year 

 Commissioner introduced Deputy Commissioner Lauren Livermore who will be overseeing Regulatory Lab and 

Plumbing 

 

A motion was made by Dr. Chase, seconded by Dr. Kelly to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

 b. Amending the 2022 County Budget and Appropriating for Increased Costs Associated with 

Increased Utility and Supply Chain Expenses ($5,510,000) 

 

 Utility and supply chain to cover $1.81M on this budget line plus gas and fuel and diesel increases 

 Supplies have increased by 20-40%  

 Maintenance, Utilities and Rent  

o Need additional $3.7M 

 Increase in fuel, commodities and supply chain due to inflation 

 Current fund balance = $28M 

 The request for increase will get through 2022 

 After transfer there will be $22M left 

 Staffing 

o Due to the way civil service lists work, just brought on 8 Sewer Maintenance Workers 

 Lauren Livermore, new Deputy – overseeing plumbing control  

 

A motion was made by Dr. Chase, seconded by Dr. Kelly to approve this item.  Passed unanimously; MOTION 

CARRIED 

 

2. OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENT:  Travis Glazier, Director of the Office of Environment 

 

http://www.ongov.net/legislature
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 a. INFORMATIONAL:  2022 Budget Update 

 

 Ash Tree Management 
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 Deer and Tick Management 

o 5 year look back on Deer and Tick program 

 

 
 

 Water Chestnuts  

o ½ way through the funds from 2022 budget 

o Working with 1 or two harvesters 

o Over 500 thousand pounds have been pulled 

o Received Grant from DEC 

o Spraying vs. Harvesting – drones are used to spray but still have to harvest after sprayed 

o Treated harvested plants then need to go landfill because they have pesticides on them 

o If no pesticide is used, the plants can go to a farm and used for crop cover 

 New invasive species in NY that DEC is monitoring  

o Spotted Lanternfly  

o Asian Long-horned Beetle 
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The meeting was adjourned at 2:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
TAMMY BARBER, Deputy Clerk 

Onondaga County Legislature 

 

 

 

 


