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A LOCAL LAV/ AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF J!ELINQUENTTAXES IN INSTALLMENTS 

- - - ~BE IT ENACTED .BY THE' C_OUNTY LEGISLATURE ~OF THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA 

AS fOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Definitions: 

(a) "Eligible,_. delinquent taxes" means the delinq\}ent taxes, including interest, penaltjes and 
charges, which .have· been accrued against a · parcel as. of the date on which an installment agreement is 
executed. · 

(b) "Eligible _oVvner" ~cans an ov~~er of real propert)' who is eligible to or has entered into ari · 
installment agreement. 

(c) "Installment agreeme~t" means a _ written agreement betweeri an eligible owner and _the 
' enforcing officer providing fqr the payment ' of eligible delinque'nt taxes ,in ' installments pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 1184 of the Real .Property Tax Law -and this local law. -
. \ . .. ' 

Section 2. The Onondaga County Commissioner of Finance, the enforcing officer · of Onondaga 
County, is authorized to enter into agreements with proper!)' owners providing for .the payment of eligible 
de-linquent taxes in installments. The opportunity to pay eligibl~ delinquent .taxes in installments shall be 
made available to each eligible o\vner on a uriiform basis pursuant to the provisions ofth~ Ne\v York S~te ·­
Rea,l Property Tax Law and this lo_cal law. Such installment payments of eligible delinquent taxes shall 
commence up0n the. signing ·of an agree~ent bet\veen the Onondaga County Department of Finance and 

- eligible ~wner: The agreement shall be kept on file in the Office of the Onondaga County-Department of 

Finance. 

· Section 3. The term of the in'stallment agreemen~ shall not exceed twenty four.months. 

-Section 4. A down payn1ent of twenty-five percent of the eligible delinquent taxes shall be paid at · 
the time an installment agreement is . executed. ' ' 

Section 5. A property owner. shall not be eligible to enter . into an agrcen-ient pursuant to this . 
section where: 

(a) There is a d~lfnquent tax lien on the.sanle property for which the application is · m·ade or on 
anothr property owned ?); su~h pcrs~n and such delinquent tax lien is not eligible to be made part of the 
agreement pursuant to this section; · 

(b) Such person is the ov:rper of a.I~other parcel ~vithin the tax district on which there is a delinquent . 
tax li n, unless such delinquent ta-x. lien is eligible to be and i~ made part of the agreement pursuant to this 
section; or 

. ~c) Suchperson.was the owner of property on which the-re existed a delinquent -tax lien arid which 
.lien -\\1as forec~osed :vithiJ.1 three years of the date .on whi.ch an application is made to execute an agreement 
pursuant to th1s sectiOn. _ . - . - . · _ ·. 

Section 6. A property owner shall ·be ·e.ligible to enter into an agreement pursuant to this section 

· .no .eal ier ~an thirty days:~ftet the delivery of~e return ofunpaid' taxes to the enf~rcing officer. - _ . 

. · . -·: . , -S~ction 7. . The .<lA"lount ~ue under an installme~t agreement shall be th~ eligibie d~linquent taxes 
.plus e interest' that: is to accrue on each installment ·payment up to and including the date .on which each 
paym~nt is to be made. . The agreement shall _provide that the .amount due shall be -paid, · as nearly as 
pciss~le, in equal amounts. on 0e -last day of each month.' _.Payments shall . be credited to the property 
ownerfs ac~ountin reverse chronological .order, that is, payments are appl~ed ,to the 111ost recent _delinquent 
ta~ year. · · · · 

' ' 

Section 8. ·Interest and penalties. Interest on the total amount of eligible delinquent taxes, less the 
amou~t ofthe.dowri payment made by the el~gible - owner, shall be twelve percent per year. If an ins~llment 
~s ~ot !_paid o_n_ or ~e_for~ the, date it. is due,, ~nterest shall be added for each ~on~h or portion t~ereof until 
pmd. _In add1t10n, 1fan mstallment 1s not paid by the end of the fifteenth calendar day afte~ the payment due 
date, a late charge of five percent of the .overdue payment shall be added. : - · . . . · · · · 
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Section 9. Default 

·(a) 'The eligible owners shall be deemed to ?c in d~f~ult of the agreement upon: 

.(i) ~on-payment of any installment witl~in thirty days fron1 the payment due date; 

· 
1 

· . (ii) non-payment of any tax, special ad valorem levy or special assessment which is levied 
subsequent to the signing of the· agreement .by th~ tax district, and which is not p·aid-prior to the expiration 
of the warrant of the collecting officer~ or / · 

(iiQ default of the eligible owner on another agreement made and executed pursuant to ~s 
section. 

(b) In the event of a default, the County shall have the right to require the entire unpaid balance, 
·with interest and late charges, to be paid in full. .The Coun~y shall also hav~ the· right to enforce the 
6ollection of the .delinquent tax lien pursuant to the applicable sections of law, special tax act, charter or 
local law . . 

. I • ' 

(c)' Where ·an ei1gibl~ owner is in default arid the County does not either require the eligible own~r 
to pay in full the b'alance of tl}e delinquent taxes or elect to institute forecrlosu~e proceedings, . the County 
shall not-be deemed to have \\raived the right to do so. , · 

Section .IO. This local law shall appiy to all properties for which the County of Qnondaga enforces 
the collection of delinquent real property ~xes. . · 

r 

Section 11. Notification of potential ?lig;-ible owners. 

(a) Within forty-five days after re~civing the return of unpaid taxes from_ the collecting officer, or 
as S?On thereafter as is practicable,_ the. enforcing officer' shall notify, by first class mail, all potential 
eligible ovmers of their possible eligibility to make -- installment pa:ments on . such tax delinquencies. .The 
enforcing officer shall .add a one-doll~r ($1.00) fee for the cost ofsaid notice. , 

. . . . 

(b) The fail1:1r~ to mail any such. notice, or.the failure of the addressee to receive the same, shall not · 
in any \vay affect the validity ·of taxes or interest prescribed by la\'; with respect thereto. · 

(c) , The enforcing officer shall i1ot be required to notify the eligible o\vner wh~n an installment is 
due. 

Section 12. The provisions of this section shall not affect the tax lien against the property except 
that the lien shall be rcquced by the p,a:yn1ents made, m;der an installment agreement: and that the lien shz.Jl 
not be foreclosed during the period of installment payments provided that such installment payments are not 
in default. · · ·· · 

Section 13. This local iaw shall take effect immedi_ately upo~ filing in the office of the Secretary of 
State as provided_ in the Municjpal HoiT)e Rule Law .. 

DELINTAX.LL 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON LOCAL LAW 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that there has been duly presented to the County 
Legislature of the County of Onondaga, on September 5, 1995, local law entitled "A 
LOCAL LAW .,AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF DELINQUENT TAXES IN 
INS T ALLI\1ENTS". 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that the Onondaga County Executive will 
conduct a public hearing pursuant to law on the aforesaid local law at the Legislators' 
Chatnbers, County Court House, Syracuse, New York, at 10:00 a.m. on the 21st day of 
Septetnber, 199~, at which time all persons interested will be heard. 

DATE: Septe1nber 11, 1995 

I, NANCY J. SKAHEN, Clerk of the County Legislature of Onondaga County, New 
York, do hereby certify that on the 11th day of September, 1995, the above notice was 
posted in the west lobby of the Court House on the bulletin board. 

7~jd?~ 
NANcYJ(A:RtN, Clerk 
Onondaga County Legislature 




