
 
Onondaga County Legislature 

 

TIM BURTIS 
County Legislator – 3rd District 

9444 Hawkeye Drive, Brewerton, NY 13029 

Leg (315) 435-2070  •  Cell (315) 396-3300 

tburtis@hotmail.com 

 

 

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
 
9:00 a.m. 401 Montgomery St., Room 407 Court House 

June 22, 2022 Syracuse, New York 13202 
 

 

A. Reading of the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Previous Committee (unless waived) 

B. Approval of the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Previous Committee 

C. Presentation of Resolutions and Local Laws: 

 

 

1. SYRACUSE/ONONDAGA COUNTY PLANNING AGENCY: 

 a. Approving the Inclusion of Viable Agricultural Land Within Certified Agricultural Districts 

Pursuant to Section 303-B of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law 

 

 b. Renewing with Modification Agricultural District No. 3, in the Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, 

Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius and Van Buren 

 

 

 

D. Adjournment 

mailto:tburtis@hotmail.com
mailto:tburtis@hotmail.com


 

 

July 5, 2022 

 

Motion Made By Mr. Burtis RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

 

APPROVING THE INCLUSION OF VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND WITHIN CERTIFIED 

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO SECTION 303-B OF THE NEW YORK STATE 

AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 303-b of Agriculture and Markets Law provides land owners with an annual 

thirty day period to submit requests for the inclusion of predominantly viable agricultural lands within 

certified agricultural districts; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 71-2004, that thirty-day period began January 1, 2022, 

and ended January 30, 2022; and 

 

 WHEREAS, landowners have filed requests for inclusion of predominantly viable agricultural land 

within certified agricultural districts; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County referred the requests to the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Board, and that Board has reviewed such requests and determined that such property would serve 

the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the districts, and 

recommends such property for inclusion within the certified agricultural districts; and 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on Tuesday, July 5, 2022 at 12:55 p.m. relating to such 

requested inclusions; now, therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the proposed action is an Unlisted action and this Legislature shall act as the 

Lead Agency for the purposes of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and, 

be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Short Environmental Assessment Form for this project has been completed 

and reviewed and is on file with the Clerk of the Legislature; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that this Legislature hereby finds and declares a negative declaration under SEQRA 

in that there is no anticipated construction and no anticipated change in use, that the identified possible 

impacts, if any, on air quality and surface water quality will not be significant and there is little likelihood 

of significant adverse environmental impacts; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that based on the recommendation of the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 

and information provided through the public hearing, this Onondaga County Legislature hereby adopts and 

approves the inclusion of the requested viable agricultural land within certified Agricultural District No. 4; 

and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Section 303-b of Agriculture and Markets Law the 

modifications to Agricultural Districts No. 4 are hereby described as follows, and include the following 

parcels listed by agricultural district, town, owner, parcel number, and acreage: 

 

 



 

Ag Add Approval    BMY    dak  5.26.2022 

ONONDAGA COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS                                                                                      

2022 RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS 

DISTRICT TOWN OWNER PARCEL ACRES* 

4 LAFAYETTE ELLY’S ACRES FARM, LLC 006.-02-18.0 52.32 

District 4 Total 52.32 

GRAND TOTAL 52.32 

* Calculated using a Geographic Information System (GIS), not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that should these parcels be subdivided prior to the expiration of said Districts, each 

subdivision would automatically be considered a part of said Districts, and would remain in the District 

while it is in effect; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Legislature is to submit a copy of this resolution, together with 

the report of the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board including tax map numbers 

and maps for each parcel of land to be included in an agricultural district to the Commissioner of the New 

York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. 



 

 

 

PURPOSE:  

 

Approving the inclusion of viable agricultural land within certified agricultural districts pursuant 

to Section 303-b of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law.  

 

OBJECTIVE/ WORK PLAN:  

 

New York’s Agricultural Districts Law, Article 25-AA PDF of the NYS Agriculture and Markets 

Law, was enacted in 1971 to help keep farmland in agricultural production.  Agricultural districts 

are designed to protect agriculture through a combination of landowner incentives and 

protections that discourage the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 

 

Responsibility for the creation, review and management of the State's agricultural districts lies 

within the authority of the county's legislative bodies. AML Sections 303 (district creation), 303-

a (district review), 303-b (annual inclusion of lands) and 303-c (district consolidation) detail the 

role county agricultural and farmland protection boards and legislative bodies play in district 

creation and review and prescribe the public notice and public hearing requirements. 

 

Section 303-b of Agriculture and Markets Law provides landowners with an annual 30-day 

period to submit requests for the inclusion of predominantly viable agricultural lands within 

certified agricultural districts.  Pursuant to Onondaga County Resolution No. 71-2004, that 

thirty-day period is to occur January 1-30 of each year. 

 

A report is then prepared by the Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board 

(AFPB) and presented to the County Legislature, who is to hold a public hearing and make a 

finding whether the district should be continued, terminated or modified.  The County 

Legislature then submits the report and recommendation to the Commissioner of Agriculture & 

Markets for certification.   

 

A report has been prepared by the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency for the 

Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board.   The Agriculture & Farmland 

Protection Board approved the Report to the Onondaga County Legislature at its March 3, 2022 

meeting.  

 

FUNDING SOURCE: 

No fiscal impact. 

 

BUDGET: 

No fiscal impact. 

 

SYRACUSE-ONONDAGA COUNTY  

PLANNING AGENCY 

Program and Financial Information Sheet 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2022 

ONONDAGA COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD (AFPB) 

BRIAN REEVES, CHAIR 
 

CRAIG DENNIS 
KAY HILSBERG 
LEE HUDSON 

 

DAN KWASNOWSKI 
BRIAN MAY 

EDWIN SKEELE 
DAVID SKEVAL 

MARK TUCKER 
DONALD WEBER 

SCOTT WINKELMAN 

 

WITH ASSISTANCE FROM THE SYRACUSE-ONONDAGA COUNTY PLANNING AGENCY 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the findings of the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board’s (AFPB) 

2022 review for the addition of viable agricultural land to agricultural districts in Onondaga County.  The 

Onondaga County Legislature formally designated by Resolution 71 on April 5, 2004 an annual 30-day period in 

January when landowners can request that their land be added to an agricultural district.  

Viable agricultural land, as defined in NYS Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA, Section 301, sub.7, is 

“…land highly suitable for a farm operation...” and a farm operation as defined in sub.11 is “…the land and on-

farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and handling facilities, and practices which contribute to the 

production, preparation and marketing of crops, livestock and livestock products as a commercial enterprise…  

NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets provides guidance in how it defines farm operations and thresholds 

in determining farm activities to constitute a commercial enterprise, to include factors such as types of 

products, acreage in production, gross sales and capital investment, experience and commitment.   

The following requested additions are, therefore, examined primarily for the presence and characteristics of 

onsite and related commercial farm operations and production opportunities, highly suitable land, location 

relative to existing agricultural districts, nearby development and natural features. 

REPORT TO THE ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 

ANNUAL ADDITION OF VIABLE AGRICULTURAL LANDS 

TO NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

IN ONONDAGA COUNTY 
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LANDOWNER REQUESTS 

Landowners have requested that the following parcels be added to agricultural districts within Onondaga 

County.  (Note, this report does not include parcels requested for addition which have been found to be 

currently enrolled in a certified agricultural district.)  The sole proposed 2022 addition occur within Agricultural 

District 4.   

2022 REQUESTED ANNUAL ADDITIONS 

DISTRICT TOWN OWNER PARCEL ACRES* 

4 LAFAYETTE ELLY’S ACRES FARM, LLC  006.-02-18.0 52.32 

District 4 Total 52.32 

GRAND TOTAL 52.32 

* Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

The following section includes a description of the properties requested to be added to Onondaga County 

Agricultural Districts, including aerial photography showing the proposed property, existing enrolled 

Agricultural District properties (shaded green), and area context.   

 

DISTRICT 4 REQUESTED ADDITION 

LAFAYETTE (ELLY’S ACRES FARM, LLC):  The landowners are requesting addition of a 52.32-acre parcel at the 

rear of the existing Elly’s Acres Farm, under common ownership.  The farm has frontage along Eager Road, in a 

rural location in the Town of LaFayette, characterized by 

adjacent agricultural and wooded land, with scattered 

roadside housing. The parcel occurs on a wooded hillside 

with a grade change of approximately 400 feet, sloping 

down toward Apulia Road. 

Per the farm’s website, Elly’s Acres Farm is an approximately 

500-acre family run sheep farm, specializing in pasture 

raised, grass fed, hormone and antibiotic free lamb and 

wool production.  The subject parcel was recently acquired 

and will be used for timber and forest product production 

(sugar bush for maple production), as well as potential 

silvopasture.  The owner also cites the property serves as a 

buffer for agricultural noise, odor and other practices. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The farm sector in Onondaga County is strong and stable and the Onondaga County Agricultural and Farmland 

Protection Plan, Onondaga County 2010 Development Guide and municipal planning documents identify 

protection of agriculture and farmland as an important goal for preserving the character of rural areas.  

As mentioned in the Introduction to this report, the requested additions were examined primarily for the 

presence and characteristics of onsite and related commercial farm operations and production opportunities, 

highly suitable land, location relative to existing agricultural districts, nearby development and natural 

features.   

The Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board recommends adding the requested parcel to Agricultural 

District 4, as it has demonstrated all or most of the abovementioned desired characteristics.  The total acreage 

being recommended for addition is 52.32 acres.  The Board notes its recommendations to the Onondaga 

County Legislature in the following table:    

 

 

2021 RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS 

DISTRICT TOWN OWNER PARCEL ACRES* 

4 LAFAYETTE ELLY’S ACRES FARM, LLC 006.-02-18.0 52.32 

District 4 Total 52.32 

GRAND TOTAL 52.32 

* Calculated using a Geographic Information System (GIS), not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

APPENDICES 

 

Resolution - Annual 30-Day 

Form - Annual Additions Request  

Resolution - Public Hearing Notice 

Notice - Public Hearing Notice  

Letter - Public Hearing Landowner 

Minutes - Public Hearing 

Resolution - Approval  

Map – Annual Additions Map 

SEQRA - Environmental Assessment Form 
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Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 1 - Project Information 

Instructions for Completing 

Part 1 – Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  Complete Part 1 based on 
information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as 
thoroughly as possible based on current information. 

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project: 

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: 

E-Mail:
Address: 

City/PO: State: Zip Code: 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2. 

NO YES 

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:

NO YES 

3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?     __________ acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?     __________ acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?     __________ acres 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:

Rural (non-agriculture)       Industrial        Commercial        Residential (suburban) 

 Aquatic   Other(Specify):Agriculture

□  Urban

□  Forest 

SEAF 2019

Parkland

I 

□ □ 

□ □ 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90156.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90178.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90380.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90390.html
plmcost
Typewriter
See attached AFPB report.
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5. Is the proposed action,

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO YES N/A 

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?
NO YES 

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

8. a.    Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed
action?

NO YES 

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES 

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

If No, describe method for providing potable water: _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

NO YES 

13. a.   Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the
State Register of Historic Places?

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for

□ □ □ 
□ □ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90454.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90470.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90492.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90497.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90507.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90512.html
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14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

□Shoreline     □ Forest       Agricultural/grasslands        Early mid-successional

Wetland       □ Urban       Suburban 

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

NO YES 

16. Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan? NO YES 

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes,

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water
or other liquids (e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?

If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment:______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

NO YES 

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste
management facility?

If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or
completed)            for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE 

    Date: _____________________ Applicant/sponsor/name: ____________________________________________________ __________________________   

Signature: _____________________________________________________Title:__________________________________

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90194.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90565.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90575.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90595.html
plmcost
Typewriter
Chairman
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            Agency Use Only [If applicable]

Project:

Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 2 is to be completed by the Lead Agency.
Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials submitted by 

the project sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer.  When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by 

the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”    

No, or  

small 

impact 

may 

occur   

Moderate 

to large 

impact 

may 

occur 

1.  Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning

regulations?

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the

establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or

affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway?

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private water supplies?

b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities?

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

9. Will the proposed action  result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

10. Will the proposed action  result in an  increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage

problems?

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health?

SEAF 2019

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90161.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91098.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91098.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91103.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91399.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91404.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91414.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91414.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91419.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91419.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91424.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91429.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91429.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91434.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91434.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91439.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91439.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91444.html
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For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why a 

particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please 

complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that 

have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts.  Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency 

determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting, 

probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude.  Also consider the potential for short-

term, long-term and cumulative impacts. 

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,  
that the  proposed  action  may  result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an 

environmental impact statement is required. 

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts. 

_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

Name of Lead Agency Date 

_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

 Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Title of Responsible Officer 

_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) 

Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 Determination of Significance

        Agency Use Only [If applicable]
Project:

Date:

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90166.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91450.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91450.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91455.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91455.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91460.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91450.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91450.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91460.html


July 5, 2022 

 

Motion Made By Mr. Burtis RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

 

RENEWING WITH MODIFICATION AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 3, IN THE TOWNS OF 

CAMILLUS, CICERO, CLAY, ELBRIDGE, LYSANDER, MANLIUS AND VAN BUREN 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 303-a of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law, this 

Onondaga County Legislature adopted Resolution No. 122-2021 providing for notice of the eight-year 

review of Agricultural District No. 3 in the Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius 

and Van Buren; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 99-2022, this Onondaga County Legislature authorized a public 

hearing on said agricultural district renewal at the Onondaga County Courthouse on Tuesday July 5, 2022, 

and such hearing was duly noticed and held; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Onondaga County Legislature has completed the eight-year review of Agricultural 

District No. 3, and has received from the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board its 

report and recommendations regarding the agricultural viability of the district and regarding recommended 

modifications to the district; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Legislature to renew Agricultural District No. 3 with 

modifications as provided for herein; now, therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the proposed action is an Unlisted action and this Legislature shall act as the 

Lead Agency for the purposes of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and, 

be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Short Environmental Assessment Form for this project has been completed 

and reviewed and is on file with the Clerk of the Legislature; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that this Legislature hereby finds and declares a negative declaration under SEQRA 

in that there is no anticipated construction and no anticipated change in use, that the identified possible 

impacts, if any, on air quality and surface water quality will not be significant and there is little likelihood 

of significant adverse environmental impacts; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that in accordance with Agriculture and Markets Law, Section 303-a, said 

Agricultural District No. 3 in the Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius and Van 

Buren hereby is renewed with the modifications provided for herein; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the modifications to Agricultural District No. 3 are as follows and encompass 

the following parcels listed by town, owner, parcel number, and acreage: 

 

RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS 

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS DANIEL STANISTREET 022.-02-42.0 5.45 

CAMILLUS Total 5.45 

CICERO FREDERICK WOZNICA JR 080.-02-10.0 15.07 

CICERO Total 15.07 



ELBRIDGE RONALD METZ 028.-02-25.1 10.9 

ELBRIDGE Total 10.9 

LYSANDER 

ROBERT E FLETCHER JR & GEORGIA T 

REAGAN 015.-05-04.1 19.65 

LYSANDER TIM REEVES / REEVES FARM 026.-03-13.1 60.15 

LYSANDER Total 79.80 

MANLIUS MURACO STABLES LLC 099.-02-06.7 5.68 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-06.3 62.86 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.1 62.97 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.2 4.73 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.4 3.69 

MANLIUS MANLIUS FARMS LLC 117.-03-02.0 149.00 

MANLIUS Total 288.93 

GRAND TOTAL 400.15 

*  Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

* Note:  One requested parcel, Elbridge Parcel 028.-02-39.0 is not recommended for addition to 

Agricultural District 3.  

 

RECOMMENDED REMOVALS  

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS OLYMPUS BROKERAGE CO, LTD 006.1.-02-04.0 3.01 

CAMILLUS Total 3.01 

ELBRIDGE BRENDA L CRARY 042.-02-13.1 0.36 

ELBRIDGE Total 0.36 

LYSANDER BUILD YOUR OWN HOME LLC 049.-03-03.3 1.46 

LYSANDER MARK A & AMY L HEBERT 064.-03-03.1 1.78 

LYSANDER ROBERT GEIGER 071.-02-47.3 1.84 

LYSANDER LIZA A TURNER 073.1.-01-28.4 1.38 

LYSANDER JOSEPH A & NICOLE M TARI 073.1.-07-06.0 1.11 

LYSANDER JOSEPH A JR & LAUREN BATTAGLIA 073.1.-07-08.0 0.92 

LYSANDER Total 8.49 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-12.0 67.84 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-14.0 114.23 

MANLIUS LEONARD & MARY NITZBERG 100.-02-03.3 5.06 

MANLIUS Total 187.13 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-03.0 0.25 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-04.0 0.23 

VAN BUREN MARION GARDEN APARTS, LLC 031.8.-01-17.0 6.89 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-20.0 0.35 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-02-02.2 3.59 

VAN BUREN ZADI & CESAR BARUJA 031.8.-03-03.0 0.28 

VAN BUREN RAYMOND G JR & EILEEN RICE  032.-02-01.0 3.25 
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VAN BUREN CHRISTOPHER & LINDSEY C KRATZER 044.-02-09.2 5.33 

VAN BUREN Total 20.17 

GRAND TOTAL 219.16 

*Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that should one or more of these parcels be subdivided prior to the expiration of said 

District, each of these subdivisions would automatically be considered a part of said District, and would 

remain in the District while it was in effect; and, be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the district review plan shall be submitted to the Commissioner of the New York 

State Department of Agriculture and Markets as provided for in Section 303-a of the Agriculture and 

Markets Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

PURPOSE:  

 

Approve the renewal of Agricultural District 3 in the Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, 

Lysander, Manlius and Van Buren. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE/ WORK PLAN:  

 

New York’s Agricultural Districts Law, Article 25-AA PDF of the NYS Agriculture and Markets 

Law, was enacted in 1971 to help keep farmland in agricultural production.  Agricultural districts 

are designed to protect agriculture through a combination of landowner incentives and 

protections that discourage the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 

 

Responsibility for the creation, review and management of the State's agricultural districts lies 

within the authority of the county's legislative bodies. AML Sections 303 (district creation), 303-

a (district review), 303-b (annual inclusion of lands) and 303-c (district consolidation) detail the 

role county agricultural and farmland protection boards and legislative bodies play in district 

creation and review and prescribe the public notice and public hearing requirements. 

 

Per AML Section 303-a, the county legislative body is responsible for conducting a review and 

renewal of each agricultural district in the county on an eight-year schedule.  During the renewal 

period, landowners and municipalities can request to have property added to or removed from 

the district, usually January 1-30, to align with the annual additions request process for all 

districts in the County.  A report is then prepared by the Onondaga County Agriculture & 

Farmland Protection Board and presented to the County Legislature, who is to hold a public 

hearing and make a finding whether the district should be continued, terminated or modified.  

The County Legislature then submits the plan to the Commissioner of Agriculture & Markets for 

certification.   

 

A report has been prepared by the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency for the 

Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board.  The Board approved the Report to 

the Onondaga County Legislature at its March 3, 2022 meeting.   

 

FUNDING SOURCE: 

No fiscal impact. 

 

BUDGET: 

No fiscal impact. 

 

Department  

SYRACUSE-ONONDAGA COUNTY  

PLANNING AGENCY 
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INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the findings of the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board’s 

(AFPB) 2022 eight-year review and final recommendations to the County Legislature for Agricultural 

District 3 in the Onondaga County towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius and Van 

Buren.   

Article 25-AA of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law was enacted in 1971 to help keep farmland in 

agricultural production through a combination of landowner incentives and protections that discourage 

the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses, including: 

• providing reduced property tax bills for agricultural lands (agricultural landowners must apply to 
the local tax assessor for an annual agricultural assessment); 

• providing the framework to limit unreasonable local regulation on accepted agricultural 
practices; 

• providing Right to Farm provisions that protect accepted agricultural practices from private 
nuisance suits; 

• modifying state agency administrative regulations and procedures to encourage the 
continuation of agricultural businesses; 

• modifying the ability to advance public funds to construct facilities that encourage 
development; 

• preventing benefit assessments, special ad valorem levies, or other rates and fees on farmland 
for the finance of improvements such as water, sewer or nonfarm drainage; and 

• modifying the ability of public agencies to acquire farmland through eminent domain. 

REPORT TO THE ONONDAGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

 

2022 EIGHT YEAR REVIEW 

NYS ARICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 

TOWNS OF CAMILLUS, CICERO, CLAY, ELBRIDGE, LYSANDER, MANLIUS AND VAN BUREN 

 

IN ONONDAGA COUNTY 
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Agricultural districts primarily benefit owners of land that is farmed.  Being an existing part of an 

agricultural district does not require that the land be used for agriculture and it does not directly affect 

tax assessments (agricultural landowners must apply to the local tax assessor for an annual NYS 

agricultural assessment).   

Agricultural districts are reviewed by the Onondaga County Legislature and recertified by the NYS 

Department of Agriculture and Markets Commissioner every eight years.  During the review landowners 

can decide if they want their property to remain in the district, or be removed or added.  The review is 

announced through public notices and announcements, a municipal notice letter, and a mailing to all 

landowners within the district, which includes a property owner notice letter and a removal and 

addition request form, and an optional farm questionnaire. 

Article 25-AA of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law requires the AFPB to consider the following 

factors when creating and reviewing an agricultural district: 

• the viability of active farming within and adjacent to the district; 

• the presence of viable inactive farm lands within and adjacent to the district; 

• the nature and extent of land uses other than active farming within and adjacent to the district; 

• county developmental patterns and needs; and 

• any other relevant matters. 

Viable agricultural land, as defined in NYS Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA, Section 301, 

sub.7, is “…land highly suitable for a farm operation...” and a farm operation as defined in sub.11 is 

“…the land and on-farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and handling facilities, and practices 

which contribute to the production, preparation and marketing of crops, livestock and livestock 

products as a commercial enterprise…  In judging viability, Article 25-AA of the NYS Agriculture and 

Markets Law requires the AFPB to consider:   

• natural factors including soil, climate, topography;  

• markets for farm products;  

• the extent and nature of farm improvements;  

• the present status of farming;  

• anticipated trends in agricultural economic conditions and technology; and 

• any other relevant factors. 

NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets provides guidance in how it defines farm operations and 

thresholds in determining farm activities to constitute a commercial enterprise, to include factors such 

as types of products, acreage in production, gross sales and capital investment, experience and 

commitment.  Requested additions are, therefore, examined primarily for the presence and 

characteristics of onsite and related commercial farm operations and production opportunities, highly 

suitable land, location relative to existing agricultural districts, nearby development and natural 

features. 

Agricultural District 3 was last reviewed and recertified in 2014.  Following the 2014 review and 

recertification, District 3 encompassed approximately 47,325 acres.  Since 2014, property owners have 

had the option to request to enroll viable agricultural land into the district on an annual basis.  As a 

result, 2,040.07 acres have been added to District 3 since the last review in 2014. 
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AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 

ANNUAL ADDITIONS SINCE 2014 REVIEW 

YEAR ACRES* 

2015 218.64 

2016 157.81 

2017 175.75 

2018 127.01 

2019 78.68 

2020 103.16 

2021 1179.02 

TOTAL 2,040.07 

*Calculated using a Geographic Information System, 
not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL VIABILITY 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Agricultural District 3 is located in the northern half of Onondaga County.  Onondaga County is 

geologically divided by the Onondaga Limestone Escarpment, which runs east/west through the middle 

of the county.  The Erie-Ontario Plain is located in the northern half of the county, and most of the 

drainage in this portion of the county is north to Lake Ontario.   

The dominant soils in Agricultural District 3 were formed from glacial till and include well-drained 

Ontario and moderately well-drained Hilton soils, which are high to medium in content of lime.  Other 

soil associations prevalent in Agricultural District 3 include well-drained Madrid soils and moderately 

well-drained Bombay soils with medium to low lime content on till plains and drumlins.  Hilton, Madrid, 

and Bombay soils are classified by the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service as prime agricultural 

soils.  Less common soils found within the district include Palmyra and Howard soils, which are highly 

erodible and generally have slow internal drainage.  These soils are located in the northeastern portion 

of the Erie-Ontario Plain, close to Oneida Lake.  These soils are also classified as prime agricultural soils.  

Other soil associations of significance are the somewhat poorly drained Niagara soils and the 

moderately well-drained Collamer soils.  Collamer soils are classified as prime, while Niagara soils are 

neither prime soils nor soils of statewide importance. 

The level to gently rolling nature of the area’s topography and well-drained to moderately well-drained 

soils allow farm operators to initiate spring crop work approximately 10 days earlier than the southern 

portion of the county.  The Seneca River provides irrigation water to local growers. 

Transportation corridors within the district also provide access for inputs necessary for agricultural 

production and movement of crops to markets.  Interstate Routes 81 and 90 provide transportation to 

markets north/south and east/west, respectively.  In addition, NYS Routes 370 and 31 traverse the 

agricultural district in an easterly/westerly direction.  
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Approximately 76% of the District is composed of high 

quality farm lands:  48% is classified as Prime Farm Land, 

21% is classified Prime Farmland of Statewide 

Importance, and 7% is classified as Prime Farmland if 

Drained.  These deep, well-drained soils are well-suited 

to farming and are responsive to agricultural 

management practices.  Physical factors such as soils and 

climate that make the land viable for farming have not 

changed. 

 

FARMLAND SOILS IN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAND OWNERSHIP AND USE 

At the start of the review, there were approximately 1,800 land owners who owned 2,638 enrolled 

parcels totaling 49,469 acres within District 3, according to Onondaga County’s geographic information 

system (GIS).   

 

FARMLAND QUALITY 

CLASIFICATION PERCENT 

Prime Farmland 48 %  

Farmland of Statewide Importance 21 %  

Prime Farmland if Drained 7 %  

Not Prime Farmland 24 %  

- Prime Farmland - Prime Farmland if Drained 

- Farmland of Statewide Importance Not Prime Farmland 

- Land not enrolled in District 3 

Soil Doto Source: USDA, NRCS 

• g ....... 

• 
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EXISTING AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT PARCELS AND ACREAGES BY TOWN 

  CAMILLUS CICERO CLAY ELBRIDGE LYSANDER MANLIUS 
VAN 

BUREN 
TOTALS 

NUMBER OF 
ENROLLED 
PARCELS 

245  69  21  662  463  139  1,039 2,638 

 
ACRES*  
ENROLLED  

 5,356  1,463  765  12,692  11,314  4,729  13,117 49,496 

 
AVERAGE PARCEL 
SIZE (in acres) 

22 21 36 19 24 34 13 24 

*Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

The Towns of Van Buren (13,117 acres), Elbridge (12,692 acres), and Lysander (11,314 acres) have the 

most acreage within the district, while agricultural uses represent a smaller portion of the land use and 

economy in the more centralized Towns of Clay, Cicero, and Camillus, with the best access to highways 

and other infrastructure.   

Approximately 193,000 people or just over 40% of the County’s population lives in Agricultural District 3.  

However most of that population lives in the towns’ seven villages, and within the Syracuse Urbanized 

Area, allowing for significant remaining lands in many of Agricultural District 3’s Towns for agricultural 

uses.  Additionally, construction of single-family subdivisions has seen a decline in the last decade, in 

favor of denser infill development, including apartments and mixed-use developments in established 

communities, minimizing the effect on farmland resources much more than in decades prior.  Limits on 

public sewer infrastructure, travel times to the urban area, and topography also tend to limit urban 

expansion in District 3.   

POPULATION IN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 TOWNS 

  CAMILLUS CICERO CLAY ELBRIDGE LYSANDER MANLIUS 
VAN 

BUREN 
TOTALS 

CENSUS 2020 
POPULATION  

25,346 31,435 60,527 5,476 23,027 33,712 14,367 193,890 

CHANGE FROM 
2010 CENSUS 

1,179 -197 2,321 -446 1,268 1,342 1,182 6,649 

Source: US Census 2020 Redistricting Data Release (Aug 12, 2021); 2010 Census SF-3      
 

A map of land uses occurring in the district shows the concentration of parcels within the district, as well 

as the primarily agricultural and large-lot residential land uses in the district.   

Minimal commercial, industrial or other areas make up the district enrollment.  While residential lots 

appear to makes up a large percentage of the enrolled number of parcels, very few subdivision-type 

developments are located in the district, given limits on sewer and water infrastructure.  Most 

residential is found on large lots, where agriculture may remain as a viable secondary use on residential 

indicated parcels.   
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LAND USE IN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

The 2017 US Census of Agriculture indicates a relatively stable farmland community within Onondaga 

County. Total farmland acreage has remained stable for the past two decades, a result of good soils, 

market forces, savvy farm operators, a trained labor force, and opportunities for nearby, off-farm 

employment in a metropolitan area. 

According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture, total farm sales in Onondaga County were a record 

breaking $178,409,000, up from $152,050,000 in 2012.  And land in farms increased from 150,269 acres 

in 2012 to 160,717 acres.  And the 2017 Census cites 252 new and beginning farmers were added in the 

5-year period.   

However, the number of part- and full-time farm businesses decreased by 8% percent over this time 

period, and 10% since 2007, more than the state average.    Farms in Onondaga County with more than 

$10,000 gross farm sales also decreased from 342 in 2012 to 305 farms in 2017, a 10% change.  And the 

number of farm operators decreased from 1,075 operators in 2012 to 1,068 operators in 2017.  

 

Agricultural 

- Commercial 

- Industrial/Utility 

.. 

Public Service 

Residential 

Vacant 

Missing Data 

Land not enrolled in District 1 
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Top crops (in acres) include forage (34,950 acres), corn for silage and greenchop (18,422 acres), corn for 

grain (18,107 acres), soybeans (8,908 acres) and wheat for grain (5,290 acres)  Livestock inventory 

includes over 47,000 cattle and calves, over 700,000 layers, 230,000 pullets, and 1,244 horses and 

ponies.  Onondaga County ranks in the top 10 in the State for total value of agricultural products sold, 

(10th), livestock, poultry and products categories (6th), poultry and eggs (3rd), and milk from cows (9th).   

 

DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL TRENDS 

The Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) reports that agriculture has been 

strong in District 3, and farmer participation in SWCD programs has been consistent in the Towns of 

Camillus, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius, and Van Buren.   

Farmers in the Towns of Clay and Cicero portion of the District had previously been more reluctant to 

work with the SWCD, though SWCD staff has made a concentrated effort to address this in recent years 

as agricultural BMP assistance programs have been long overdue to reach these farmers.  These 

northern watersheds also are not of a high priority in the NYS DEC waters ranking list.  

Northern suburbs are experiencing the fastest growth rates in the County. These northern watersheds 

also are not of a high priority in the NYS DEC waters ranking list.  Development speculation is prevalent 

in the northern portion of Clay in particular, as large scale commercial and continued residential 

development is anticipated.  The Town of Cicero in recent years has slowed the expansion of growth 

into agricultural lands, in favor of infill and lakeside development.  SWCD staff reports that as suburban 

Onondaga County 
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development pushes out further into the countryside, the number of residential complaints against 

farmers in their communities, primarily regarding slow traffic, noise, dust, and odor, has increased.  

Communication between neighboring property owners and farmers continues to be a challenge. 

Agriculture operators continue to struggle, yet has survived the low milk and commodity prices over this multi-

year slump in their economy. The number of farms is declining but the land base in agriculture production is 

staying the same. SWCD continues to hear and see that in order for farms to survive into the future, they will 

have to continue to increase in size and absorb other smaller farms that are struggling to stay in business. 

FARM QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 

District review notices, removal and addition request forms, and an optional brief farm questionnaire 

were mailed to all land owners with land currently enrolled in the District.  The questionnaire was 

intended to inform the Board and its partners of areas of interest to the farming community, and what 

services or assistance could be incorporated into agency programming.   

 

As evidenced by the above table, interest in general planning for agriculture was among the greatest 

areas of interest to respondents, as was soil health and on-farm planning.  Qualitative comments 

included interest in ‘forever farm’ programs, hops, bee and pheasant farming, environmental quality on 

farms.  Concerns or noted threats to agriculture in Agricultural District 3 focused on encroachment of 

suburban development and commercial solar projects.  

Agriculture District 3 Farm Needs Questionaire Results by Category 
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Planning agency staff will share this information with the local Soil & Water Conservation District and 

others who may be able to do outreach and assist individuals with the above items.  This information is 

also useful in guiding the activities of the Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board.   

 

POLICY CONSISTENCY AND COORDINATION 

COUNTY POLICIES 

ONONDAGA COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION PLAN  

The Onondaga County Legislature approved the Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection 

Plan in April 1997, which was subsequently endorsed by the NYS Department of Agriculture and 

Markets.  The Plan contains a series of goals and objectives for the protection of agricultural land in 

Onondaga County and proposes a number of recommendations and strategies for attaining the goals.  

Onondaga County has just received funding from New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets 

to cost share in the development of an updated Onondaga County Farmland Protection Plan.   

The Onondaga County AFPB has been very active in implementing one of the plan’s elements, the 

purchase or donation of development rights on prime farmland, funded by the NYS Department of 

Agriculture and Markets Farmland Protection Implementation Grants (FPIG) program and other federal 

and local funders.  Since 1998, approximately 30 farm easement projects have been or are in the 

process of being completed, with over 10,000 acres of farmland protected by the state FPIG, federal and 

local programs in Onondaga County.   

The Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency, with oversight from the Onondaga County Agriculture 

& Farmland Protection Board, is currently updating the Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland 

Protection Plan, and anticipates its formal adoption in 2022.   

ONONDAGA COUNTY AGRICULTURE COUNCIL  

In 2012, the Onondaga County Agriculture Council was formed to help ensure that county government is 

working to promote and preserve the County’s strong farming community.  The Council works to 

develop strategies and programs to promote local food regionally and strengthen and enhance 

connections between the urban core to rural, agricultural areas and to review, improve, and develop 

pro-agriculture/farming friendly policies and regulations that promote urban agriculture and make it 

easier for local farms to open and stay in business in Onondaga County. 

ONONDAGA COUNTY 2010 DEVELOPMENT GUIDE 

First adopted in 1991, the "2010 Plan" was updated in 1998 and consists of two documents. The 

Onondaga County 2010 Development Guide provides policies that guide County and municipal officials 

who are making land use and economic development decisions that ultimately affect the community-at-
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large. It is based on the Framework for Growth in Onondaga County, a report that examines County-

wide conditions and trends. 

The 2010 Development Guide emphasizes the following goals and strategies, which are based on the 

principals of sustainability and Smart Growth:  conduct coordinated project reviews; consider natural 

resources environmental constraints and infrastructure costs; reinvest in existing communities; 

redevelop obsolete and vacant sites; protect and maintain existing infrastructure; create urban and 

suburban settlement patterns and densities; preserve transportation assets; expand infrastructure for 

job creation; protect the rural economy, agriculture, and access to natural resources; and promote 

sustainable land development practices. 

The County is currently in the process of updating its comprehensive plan, PLAN ONondaga, which 

includes Agriculture as one of five primary focus areas, and incorporate and complement the new 

Farmland Protection Plan.  

ONONDAGA COUNTY SETTLEMENT PLAN 

The Onondaga County Settlement Plan was completed in 2001 to demonstrate how communities can 

implement Smart Growth principles by replacing suburban-based zoning codes with Traditional 

Neighborhood Development (TND) form-based codes that preserves open space, creates natural 

resource corridors, and generates high quality places and walkable neighborhoods that have a 

continuous street network with small blocks and a well designed public realm (streets, buildings, and 

parks), and provides a diversity of building types, uses, density, and housing within a 10-minute 

pedestrian shed (walkable area).  

 

LOCAL POLICIES 

The Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan and the Onondaga County 2010 Plan all 

encourage municipalities to implement and update plans and adopt codes that incorporate measures 

for protecting agricultural land.  Onondaga County has also initiated a Town Planning Grants Program, 

now being accessed by primarily rural towns in the County, to complete hamlet and comprehensive 

planning work which will complement county land use and agricultural protection planning.   

Most towns in Onondaga County have some form of comprehensive plan, which typically recognize the 

value of agricultural lands and the desire to protect them.  However, there are few methods that 

ultimately implement this goal.  Many towns typically use large lot zoning, generally two or more acres, 

to reduce density and thereby protect open areas.  However, these requirements create the 

unintentional consequences of large lots strung along rural roads and large-lot subdivisions, excessive 

consumption of farmland and open space, more farmer/neighbor conflicts, and more traffic on farm 

roads.   
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Towns are also starting to recognize and implement clustering as permitted in NYS Town Law, a 

potentially beneficial technique for protecting community character, open space, scenic resources, and 

environmental features, but not necessarily considered effective at protecting farmland.   

Implementing settlement patterns other than the dominant suburban pattern, like traditional 

neighborhoods demonstrated in the Onondaga County Settlement Plan, and adopting new density 

average/fixed ratio zoning techniques, like those recommended by the American Farmland Trust, are 

ultimately needed to protect agricultural lands.  There is also a need to adopt integrated County and 

local farmland protection plans that explore and implement a full-range of agricultural protection tools 

that are summarized and promoted by the American Farmland Trust.  The County Planning Agency is 

currently in the midst of preparing an updated Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection 

Plan.  

 

ACHIEVEMENT OF DISTRICT OBJECTIVES  

Production agriculture in District 3 remains viable and will continue to do so in the foreseeable future.  

Soils, climate, topography, transportation, relatively nearby agri-service and suppliers, and product 

markets provide the elements necessary for a successful agricultural economy.  Farms are making 

significant investments into their operations and are increasing in size, and most farmers envision the 

land staying in agricultural production within the foreseeable future.  Since the last renewal of District 3, 

over 2,000 acres have been added. Currently requested additions to Agricultural District 3 total 401 

acres.  

Ongoing issues revolve around both the larger agricultural economy, for example, increasing farm sizes 

and more stringent regulatory requirements, as well as local conditions including increasing rural 

residential development and neighbor conflicts, increased local government service demands and higher 

taxes, recent local climatic conditions, and, in particular, the ongoing loss of affordable land, owned and 

rented, that is crucial to agricultural production.  District 3 also encounters the most pressure from 

suburban expansion of the four districts in Onondaga County.  Commercial solar development is also 

occurring on agricultural lands in District 3, where significant electrical transmission infrastructure 

travels.   

 

REQUESTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

The AFPB mailed a notice of the eight-year review of Agricultural District 3 and a removal and addition 

request form to landowners with property currently enrolled in District 3 and municipalities within the 

District.  The tables below reflect the requests for additions and removals that were submitted by 

landowners.    

 



Agricultural District 3 - Eight Year Review  MARCH 2022 

ADDITION REQUESTS  

The following property owners requested that their land be added to the district, totaling 401.94 acres.  

All lands involved have been reviewed to verify the presence and characteristics of land highly suitable 

for a farm operation, viability as a commercial enterprise, location relative to existing agricultural 

districts, nearby development and natural features.   

SUMMARY OF REQUESTED ADDITIONS 

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS DANIEL STANISTREET 022.-02-42.0 5.45 

CAMILLUS Total 5.45 

CICERO FREDERICK WOZNICA JR 080.-02-10.0 15.07 

CICERO Total 15.07 

ELBRIDGE RONALD METZ 028.-01-39.0 1.79 

ELBRIDGE RONALD METZ 028.-02-25.1 10.9 

ELBRIDGE Total 12.69 

LYSANDER ROBERT E FLETCHER JR & GEORGIA T REAGAN 015.-05-04.1 19.65 

LYSANDER TIM REEVES / REEVES FARM 026.-03-13.1 60.15 

LYSANDER Total 79.80 

MANLIUS MURACO STABLES LLC 099.-02-06.7 5.68 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-06.3 62.86 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.1 62.97 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.2 4.73 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.4 3.69 

MANLIUS MANLIUS FARMS LLC 117.-03-02.0 149.00 

MANLIUS Total 288.93 

GRAND TOTAL 401.94 

*Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

REMOVAL REQUESTS  

The following property owners requested that their land be removed from the District.   

SUMMARY OF REQUESTED REMOVALS  

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS OLYMPUS BROKERAGE CO, LTD 006.1.-02-04.0 3.01 

CAMILLUS Total 3.01 

ELBRIDGE BRENDA L CRARY 042.-02-13.1 0.36 

ELBRIDGE Total 0.36 

LYSANDER BUILD YOUR OWN HOME LLC 049.-03-03.3 1.46 

LYSANDER MARK A & AMY L HEBERT 064.-03-03.1 1.78 

LYSANDER ROBERT GEIGER 071.-02-47.3 1.84 

LYSANDER LIZA A TURNER 073.1.-01-28.4 1.38 
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LYSANDER JOSEPH A & NICOLE M TARI 073.1.-07-06.0 1.11 

LYSANDER JOSEPH A JR & LAUREN BATTAGLIA 073.1.-07-08.0 0.92 

LYSANDER Total 8.49 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-12.0 67.84 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-14.0 114.23 

MANLIUS LEONARD & MARY NITZBERG 100.-02-03.3 5.06 

MANLIUS Total 187.13 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-03.0 0.25 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-04.0 0.23 

VAN BUREN MARION GARDEN APARTS, LLC 031.8.-01-17.0 6.89 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-20.0 0.35 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-02-02.2 3.59 

VAN BUREN ZADI & CESAR BARUJA 031.8.-03-03.0 0.28 

VAN BUREN RAYMOND G JR & EILEEN RICE  032.-02-01.0 3.25 

VAN BUREN CHRISTOPHER & LINDSEY C KRATZER 044.-02-09.2 5.33 

VAN BUREN Total 20.17 

GRAND TOTAL 219.16 

*Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The farm sector in Onondaga County is robust and stable and the agricultural economy in Agricultural 

District 3 continues to be strong and diverse.  

The AFPB reviewed addition requests and approved modifications as requested, with the exception of 

Town of Elbridge tax parcel 028.-01-39.0 (1.79 acres).  In reviewing Elbridge parcel 028.-01-39.0, the 

Board determined the land to be principally residential in nature, and the request did include adequate 

additional information to otherwise justify its inclusion in the agricultural districts program.   

The Board reviewed removal requests, and had no objections to the list as presented.  

In summary, the AFPB recommends continuing Agricultural District 3 with the modifications requested 

by landowners, with the exception of the requested addition of Elbridge tax parcel 028.-01-39.0.  The 

recommended are reflected in the following tables. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED ADDITIONS 

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS DANIEL STANISTREET 022.-02-42.0 5.45 

CAMILLUS Total 5.45 

CICERO FREDERICK WOZNICA JR 080.-02-10.0 15.07 

CICERO Total 15.07 

ELBRIDGE RONALD METZ 028.-02-25.1 10.9 

ELBRIDGE Total 10.9 
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LYSANDER ROBERT E FLETCHER JR & GEORGIA T REAGAN 015.-05-04.1 19.65 

LYSANDER TIM REEVES / REEVES FARM 026.-03-13.1 60.15 

LYSANDER Total 79.80 

MANLIUS MURACO STABLES LLC 099.-02-06.7 5.68 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-06.3 62.86 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.1 62.97 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.2 4.73 

MANLIUS EAGLE VILLAGE PROPERTIES LLC 116.-01-08.4 3.69 

MANLIUS MANLIUS FARMS LLC 117.-03-02.0 149.00 

MANLIUS Total 288.93 

GRAND TOTAL 400.15 
One requested parcel is not recommended for addition in 2022 (Town of Elbridge, 028.-01-39.0), and therefore not 
reflected in this table.   

*Acreage calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 

 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED REMOVALS  

TOWN OWNER TAX ID ACRES* 

CAMILLUS OLYMPUS BROKERAGE CO, LTD 006.1.-02-04.0 3.01 

CAMILLUS Total 3.01 

ELBRIDGE BRENDA L CRARY 042.-02-13.1 0.36 

ELBRIDGE Total 0.36 

LYSANDER BUILD YOUR OWN HOME LLC 049.-03-03.3 1.46 

LYSANDER MARK A & AMY L HEBERT 064.-03-03.1 1.78 

LYSANDER ROBERT GEIGER 071.-02-47.3 1.84 

LYSANDER LIZA A TURNER 073.1.-01-28.4 1.38 

LYSANDER JOSEPH A & NICOLE M TARI 073.1.-07-06.0 1.11 

LYSANDER JOSEPH A JR & LAUREN BATTAGLIA 073.1.-07-08.0 0.92 

LYSANDER Total 8.49 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-12.0 67.84 

MANLIUS TH KINSELLA, INC 091.-02-14.0 114.23 

MANLIUS LEONARD & MARY NITZBERG 100.-02-03.3 5.06 

MANLIUS Total 187.13 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-03.0 0.25 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-04.0 0.23 

VAN BUREN MARION GARDEN APARTS, LLC 031.8.-01-17.0 6.89 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-01-20.0 0.35 

VAN BUREN HYACINTH LAND DEVELOPMENT LL 031.8.-02-02.2 3.59 

VAN BUREN ZADI & CESAR BARUJA 031.8.-03-03.0 0.28 

VAN BUREN RAYMOND G JR & EILEEN RICE  032.-02-01.0 3.25 

VAN BUREN CHRISTOPHER & LINDSEY C KRATZER 044.-02-09.2 5.33 

VAN BUREN Total 20.17 

GRAND TOTAL 219.16 
*Acreage calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 
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FINAL ACREAGE 

District 3 was last recertified in 2014 and encompassed 47,325 acres.  Through subsequent annual 

addition processes, 2,040 acres were added to the District.  An additional adjustment of 131 acres was 

made to reflect modifications resulting from parcel splits or combinations, or redrafting of the parcel 

data used in the GIS.  As a result, the district acreage prior to the 2022 review was adjusted to 49,496 

acres.  

The AFPB recommends that 400.15 acres be added and 219.16 acres be removed per landowner 

requests, for a final Agricultural District 3 total of 49,677 acres, a net increase of 183 acres in the district.   

 

APPENDICES 

 

Resolution - Notice of Review  

Notice - Notice of Review  

Map – Ag District 3 

Letter - Municipal 

Letter - Property Owner  

Form - Property Owner Removal and Addition Request (Sample) 

Form - Blank Removal and Addition Request  

Form - Farm Questionnaire 

Resolution - Public Hearing 

Notice - Public Hearing 

Letter - Property Owner Public Hearing 

RECOMMENDED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 3 FINAL ACREAGE 

  ACRES 

ACREAGE AFTER 2014 RENEWAL 47,325 

ANNUAL ADDITIONS 2015-2021 2040 

CHANGES RESULTING FROM PARCEL MODIFICATIONS 2015-2021* 131 

ACREAGE PRIOR TO 2022 RENEWAL 49,496 

2022 RENEWAL ADDITIONS 400.15 

2022 RENEWAL REMOVALS -219.16 

ACREAGE AFTER 2022 RENEWAL 49,677 

NET ACREAGE CHANGE RESULTING FROM 2022 RENEWAL 181 

* An additional adjustment of acres was made to reflect modifications since the last renewal resulting from parcel splits or combinations, or 
redrafting of the parcel data used in the GIS.     *Calculated using a Geographic Information System, not Real Property Services (RPS) data. 
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Minutes - Public Hearing 

Resolution - Approval  

SEQR - Environmental Assessment Form 

List - District Parcel Final 

Map - Final 

 



December 7, 2021 

Motion Made By Mr. Holmquist, Mr. May RESOLUTION NO. 122 

CALLING FOR PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE OF EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW OF 
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 3, TOWNS OF CAMILLUS, CICERO, CLAY, ELBRIDGE, 

LYSANDER, MANLIUS, AND VAN BUREN IN ONONDAGA COUNTY 

WHEREAS, the Onondaga County Legislature has been requested by the County's Agriculture and 
Farmland Protection Board to begin its eight-year review of Agricultural District No. 3 in the Towns of 
Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius, and Van Buren; and 

WHEREAS, Agricultural District No. 3 was renewed in 2014 with additions in 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 25AA of the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State of New 
York, the County Legislature must publish a notice of eight-year review as part of the Agricultural District 
review process; now, therefore it be 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Onondaga County Legislature is hereby authorized to cause to 
be published a Notice of Eight-Year Review of Agricultural District No. 3, Towns of Camillus, Cicero, 
Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius, and Van Buren, County of Onondaga, New York. 

ADOPTED 12/7/21 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of the legislation duly adopted by 
the County Legislature of Onondaga County on the 7th day of December 2021. 
Clerk, County Legislature 

~ 
Ag Dist 3 Not of Ren 2022 yv dak 11.2.2021 
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TO: Municipalities in NYS Agricultural District #3 
 
FROM: Megan Costa 
 Assistant Director for County Planning Services 
 
DATE: December 15, 2021 
 
RE: Notice of 8-Year Review  
 

 
Please see the attached Notice of Review for the 8-Year Review of Agricultural District #3 in Onondaga County, 
which includes land in your municipality.   
 
We also ask that you please post a copy of this notice in a prominent location, and help share the word with 
enrolled landowners.   
 
Thank you, and please reach out with any questions or requests.   
 
 
 
 

J. Ryan McMahon, II 
County Executive 

 

Ben Walsh 
Mayor 

 

Daniel Kwasnowski, AICP 
Planning Director 

 

Don Jordan 
Deputy Director 

 
 

 

SYRACUSE - ONONDAGA COUNTY PLANNING AGENCY 



Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board 
  

BRIAN REEVES, Chairman 
JAMIE McNAMARA, Clerk 

 

401 Montgomery Street • Court House • Room 407 • Syracuse, New York  13202 
 

 
Date:  December 10, 2021 

 

To:  Agricultural District 3 Property Owners 

      

From:  Jamie McNamara, Clerk of the Onondaga County Legislature 

 

Re:  Agricultural District 3 - 2022 Eight-Year Review and Recertification 

 
Why did I receive this letter? 

Onondaga County records indicate that you own property within Agricultural District 3.  New York State Agricultural 

Districts Law requires that State certified agricultural districts be reviewed and recertified every eight years.  

Agricultural District 3 in the Onondaga County Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, Lysander, Manlius, and 

Van Buren is scheduled for review and recertification in 2022.   

 

Agricultural District 3 property owners can choose any of the following.  *Your property can: 
 

 REMAIN in the District, which means no further action is required. 

 Be REMOVED from the district – complete & return the enclosed request form by January 30
th

, 2022 

 Be ADDED to the district – complete & return the enclosed request form by January 30
th

, 2022 

*Land that you own that is currently enrolled in the District is listed on the enclosed form. 
 

What is an Agricultural District? 

In 1971, the New York State Legislature passed the Agricultural Districts Law (Agriculture and Markets Law Article 

25-AA) allowing the formation of agricultural districts in New York State.  Agricultural districts are designed to 

protect agriculture through a combination of property owner incentives and protections that discourage the conversion 

of agricultural lands to non-agricultural land, including: 

 providing Right to Farm provisions that protect agriculture from private nuisance suits; 

 providing the framework to limit unreasonable local regulation of agricultural practices; 

 providing property tax benefits for agricultural lands (owners must apply annually to their local assessor for 

an agricultural assessment); 

 modifying State regulations and procedures to encourage the continuation of farm businesses; 

 modifying the ability to advance public funds to construct facilities that encourage development; 

 preventing benefit assessments, special ad valorem levies, or other rates and fees on agricultural lands for the 

finance of improvements such as water, sewer or nonfarm drainage; and 

 modifying the ability of public agencies to acquire agricultural lands through eminent domain. 
 

Agricultural Districts primarily benefit owners of property that is farmed.  Being part of district does not: 

 directly affect the use of land beyond existing requirements such as zoning; or 

 directly reduce or increase tax assessments—agricultural property owners can apply to the local tax assessor 

for an annual agricultural assessment. 

 

Can I get a reduction in my property taxes? 

Agricultural districts do not directly affect property tax assessments of non-agricultural lands.  Although all owners of 

agricultural lands may be eligible for an agricultural assessment, regardless of agricultural district status, being within 

an agricultural district does provide additional benefits to those who are eligible for and receive an agricultural 

assessment.  Contact your local town assessor for more information on agricultural assessments or visit: 

www.tax.ny.gov/research/property/assess/valuation/agindex.htm. 

 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/research/property/assess/valuation/agindex.htm


Why is my land in Agricultural District 3? 

When first formed in the 1970’s, agricultural districts were contiguous, that is, all properties within a single area of 

predominant farmland were included, regardless of their use.  Parcels typically remained in the district over subsequent 

years unless the owner at the time of recertification specifically requested that it be removed.  Parcels are not 

automatically added or removed when they are bought or sold, and when parcels in a district are subdivided, the 

resulting parcels remain in the district unless the owner removes them during an 8-year review. 

 

What kind of property should be added to Agricultural District 3? 

Owners of parcels within the District 3 area as described above with viable agricultural lands are encouraged to add 

those parcels to the District.  Viable agricultural land, as defined in NYS Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA, 

Section 301, sub.7, is “…land highly suitable for a farm operation...” and a farm operation as defined in sub.11 is 

“…the land and on-farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and handling facilities, and practices which 

contribute to the production, preparation and marketing of crops, livestock and livestock products as a commercial 

enterprise…  Such farm operation may consist of one or more parcels of owned or rented land, which parcels may be 

contiguous or noncontiguous to each other.”   

 

What kind of property should be removed from Agricultural District 3? 

It is appropriate for owners of property that is not agriculturally viable to request that the parcels be removed from the 

District.  The Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board and local municipal officials may also 

recommend to the Onondaga County Legislature that parcels be removed from the District. 

 

How do property owners add or remove property from Agricultural District 3? 

A Removal and Addition Request Form has been enclosed for your convenience.  The form lists parcels owned by you 

that are currently enrolled in District 3.  If you choose to remove any of these parcels, or add new parcels, please 

complete and return the form by January 30, 2022.  Forms can also be obtained from the Syracuse-Onondaga County 

Planning Agency or downloaded from www.ongov.net/planning/review.html.   

 

If you do NOT wish to make any changes to any parcels, you do NOT need to fill out the request form. 
 

What is the enclosed Farm Questionnaire and should I complete it? 

While we are no longer asking for completion of a multi-page survey, as in prior years, we would still like to know 

how we can be of assistance to the farming community.  Please complete and return the attached form if you are 

interested in information on any of the referenced topics or programs.  We use this information to help guide the 

activities of the Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board, and share relevant information with our 

agency partners involved in agriculture.   You can mail the survey, or email it to countyplanning@ongov.net. 

 

What should I expect next? 

The Onondaga County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board will review the requests and prepare a report that is 

submitted to the Onondaga County Legislature.  The County Legislature will then hold a public hearing.  Property 

owners who have requested the removal or addition of parcels will receive written notification of the hearing.  Once 

the County Legislature has approved of the changes, the report is finalized and sent to the New York State Department 

of Agriculture and Markets for recertification.  The entire process typically takes eight to ten months. 

 

 

 

   

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 
 

Please visit www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html for more information and maps. 
 

Contact the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency at 315-435-2611 or countyplanning@ongov.net. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Enclosures: Removal and Addition Request Form & a Farm Questionnaire 

http://www.ongov.net/planning/review.html
mailto:countyplanning@ongov.net
http://www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html
mailto:countyplanning@ongov.net


New York State Agricultural Districts Law 25-AA requires that State certified agricultural districts be reviewed and 

recertified every eight years.  Agricultural District 3 in the Onondaga County Towns of Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Elbridge, 

Lysander, Manlius and Van Buren is up for review and recertification in 2022.  Agricultural District 3 area property 

owners can elect to have their parcels REMAIN in the District (no further action required), or request that their parcels 

be REMOVED from the District and/or have other area parcels ADDED to the District by completing and returning this 

form by January 30, 2022.  For more information visit www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html.

Agricultural District 3

2022 Eight-Year Review and Recertification

REMOVAL AND ADDITION REQUEST FORM

Please return this form by JANUARY 30, 2022 to:

Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency

John H. Mulroy Civic Center, 11th Floor

421 Montgomery Street

Syracuse, NY  13202-2923

or Email to countyplanning@ongov.net

or Fax to 315-435-2439

Please list below any properties that you own that you request to be ADDED to an agricultural district.

Mailing Address:

Name:

Phone #:

Email Address:

Grouping:

TOWN PARCEL # PARCEL ACRESOWNER(S)

Landowner Signature:

Please list below any properties that you own that are within Agricultural District 3 that you would like REMOVED.

TOWN PARCEL # (ex. 001.-01-01.0) ACRESOWNER(S)

Please indicate why you would like this land removed from the District:

Describe how the parcel(s) is used for commercial agriculture:

Describe any other NON-agricultural uses associated with this land:

BLANK FORM

ACRES FARMED

Describe what makes the land highly suitable for agriculture:

Applicants may submit additional sheets, narrative or other information to support your request.
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ONONDAGA COUNTY 

AGRICULTURE & FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD 
407 Court House 
Syracuse, NY 13202                BRIAN REEVES, Chairman 
Phone: 315/435-2070                       JAMIE McNAMARA, Clerk 

 

Agricultural District 3   
Eight-Year Review and Recertification 

Farm Needs Questionnaire 
 

While we are no longer asking for completion of a multi-page survey, as in prior renewal years, we do like to 
know how we can be of assistance to the farming community.  Please complete and return the attached form to 
assist our efforts, and if you are interested in information on any of the referenced topics or programs.  We use 
this information to help guide the activities of the Onondaga County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board 
and our partner agencies involved in agriculture.  We appreciate your feedback. 

 
Please indicate your interest in the following: 
 
  Planning 

 Onondaga County Farmland Protection Plan Update  (Visit agriculture.ongov.net for more info!)  

 Town Farmland Protection Planning   (Town: ____________________________)  

 
Farm Planning 
 Conservation Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

 Soil nutrition/health 

 Crop rotation/cover crops 

 Rotational grazing 

 Manure management (storage, compost, re-use, neighbor relations) 

 Experimentation with or transition to different or specialty types of crops (grapes, hops, etc.) 

 Support a change in type of production (livestock type, cropland use, organic, grass-based, etc.) 

 
Implementation 
 Survey, design, and/or construction of BMPs 

 Cost share assistance (grants) to pay for BMPs 

 Permit application assistance (Army Corps, DEC, Fish & Wildlife Service) 

 Stream bed/bank stabilization 

Estate Planning 
 To bring on the next generation of family members 

 Financial management planning 

 Taxation management 

 Investment planning (replace equipment, infrastructure) 

 Increase size of operation (incur capital debt) 

 
Agricultural Conservation Easement / Farmland Protection Grant Programs   
 Purchase of Development Rights 

 Donation of Development Rights 
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Do you have any comments about the state of agriculture in Agricultural District 3 in Onondaga County? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Name (optional): ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Farm Name (if applicable): ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________ Phone: ___________________________   
 
 Please check here to add my email address to the County’s Agriculture email list 

(provide email above) 

 

 
Please return by January 30, 2022 to: 

 
Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency 

John H. Mulroy Civic Center 
421 Montgomery St. – 11th Floor 

Syracuse, NY   13202-2923 
Fax: 315-435-2439 

 
E-mail: countyplanning@ongov.net 

 
For more information, please contact the Planning Agency at (315)435-2611 or visit 

www.ongov.net/planning/agdist.html.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
Would you like to receive more information on any of these programs/practices?  Have other topics of interest 
to you?  If so, please specify:  
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