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Minutes of the Feb. 6, 2019 Meeting of the 



Justice Center Oversight Committee Meeting (JCOC)
Approved at the May 1, 2019 JCOC Meeting
Committee Members Present:
Marissa Joy Mims (Chair)
Dr. Jennifer Yolles

Cassandra J. Ingram

Carlton Strail (via phone)

Committee Members Excused:   
Nicholas Paro 

Jeff Marier (Vice Chair)
Committee Members Absent: 
Dr. N .Salaam Jennings Bey

County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (Human Rights Staff)

Members of the Public Present: Ken Bush, Mikiel Anderson
Marissa Mims convened the meeting and noted that 2 board members were excused and one was absent.  Therefor there was no quorum.  The board decided to postpone consideration of minutes of the Nov. 7, 2018 and Jan 9, 2019 minutes that were available for amendment and/or approval.  Marissa asked Barrie to try to make future minutes more succinct. 
As part of the Chair’s Report, Marissa asked 2 board members for Observations to recent sit-along sessions.  Dr. Yolles’ said she spent her first sit-along on January 9th in Booking, then in a pod on the 2nd floor, then in 5C in the Male Behavioral Unit.  She stated she wanted to do another sit along session in the Female Behavioral Unit.  Cassandra J. Ingram’s first sit along was on the morning of Jan. 25th.  She found it helpful to see how things go on a daily basis.  She asked for an update on one female inmate who refused to eat until her release.  She was impressed with how civilians come to the pod to provide education about substance abuse and withdrawal, and a vocational training course.  She does not feel the need for a second sit along.  Dr. Yolles wants to do a sit along in the female unit and will get back to Barrie on a date for next sit-along. Marissa will let Barrie know when she’s ready to do her second sit along.

Marissa met with Legislature Chair David Knapp and Majority Leader Brian May.  They confirmed that JCOC appointments will go to the Ways and Means Committee in February in order to expedite her reappointment.  Marissa presented Dave Knapp and Brian May with the medical recommendations; both legislators have reviewed the documents and are appreciative of the work the Committee has done..  Marissa has a phone follow up appointment with Mr. May on February 7th.  Marissa expects to attend the March meeting of the Public Safety Committee.  Jeff M. is available to the attend meeting but Marissa wants to be present.  Mr. Knapp and Mr. May stated that they wanted to reschedule the meeting to an evening time because the wanted Marissa to be able to attend as JCOC Chair.  
There are two open positions on the JCOC.   Two candidates who are former chiefs of law
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enforcement agencies are being considered for one of these positions. The resumes of Marsha Weissman and Brittany Johnson were included in JCOC packet as potential candidates for JCOC
consideration and transmission to the Legislature & Public Safety Chair.  Dr. Salaam’s reappoint

ment was confirmed by the Legislature yesterday.  
Marissa asked Barrie to confer with Ann Rooney in their next meeting to confirm that we can proceed with mailing JCOC recommendation documents to related complainants from the office. 
Bi-Monthly meetings with Custody Command Officers used to be the second Wednesday of the month.  We have deviated from that schedule.  Marissa is not available on 2/27/19.   She would like to return to the original schedule and meet on 2/13/19.  Barrie will contact Lt. Woods about that date.  Barrie asked for availability to meet with Custody Command about the first two healthcare recommendation documents.  Marissa said that Fridays at 3:45 p.m. work well for her and Jeff.  Barrie will check with Dr. Nave to see if Fridays works for him.

Barrie reported on one new JCOC case, a man in the infirmary post-surgery who alleged that medical care was delayed until he became gravely ill.  She reported on one new incident reported to her by Lt. Woods.  This involved two individuals at the Jail who were involved in a fight.  One man had an injury to his eye and the other had an injury to his ear, and would be able to provide more details in Executive session.
Barrie asked Board members to review the hospital transport logs for Dec. 2018.   Dr. Yolles asked her to ask Lt. Woods why 2 inmates who had been admitted to the hospital for 5 days had been transported to the hospital by car rather than by ambulance. 

Barrie reported that the HRC Office’s intake has doubled from 2017 to 2018 to 1500 contacts a year.  She is still reviewing the new and amended vs. older custody directives, and hopes to make those available to board members at end of March.   Barrie directed board members to info in board members packets on the next NACOLE conference and its scholarship program, as well as the upcoming NCCHC conference, and a report on Hepatitis C Screening and Treatment in U.S. Prisons.
Barrie reported that the JCOC has drafted a total of 160 individual reccommendations of which 95 have been formatted into recommendation documents related to 29 (51%) of all JCOC cased received.  Marissa said that the Language Assistance recommendation document she is working on should be available for review soon.  There was no update on Dr. Salaam’s work on the 
religious accommodation recommendation document or the next healthcare recommendation document based on Dr. Nave’s review of 7 cases. 
Under Old Business, Barrie said that she will discuss with Ann Rooney, her and Dr. Nave’s idea 
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about exploring the creation of a specialty training program for correctional health in
cooperation with CCS and one of the local hospitals.  There was no new business.

One member of the public, Mikiel Anderson, address the board.  He asked ___ questions related to the resources of the office, community outreach and education about the JCOC, cultural competence training for jail staff, mental health resources in the jail, trauma informed care for inmates, support for the work of the JCOC among elected officials.  Marissa and Dr. Yolles and Barrie chose  to offer some answers to his questions. 
Dr. Yolles motioned to enter Executive Session which was seconded by Cassandra.  The motion passed and the board moved into Executive Session.   After Executive Session discussion concluded, Dr. Yolles made a motion to adjourn Executive Session.  This was seconded by Cassandra.  Then there was a motion from Cassandra to adjourn the business meeting.  This was seconded by Dr. Yolles. The motion passed and the meeting ended. 
Submitted by Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy


