
Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
February 26, 2020 Meeting
This initial draft was posted on the HRC Website.
This draft was APPROVED in the HRC Meeting on May 20, 2020. 
Present: Sanjay Chhablani, Crystal Doody (by phone), Rabbi Dan Fellman, Chol Majok, Liban Mohamed, David Pasinski, John Rushing, Leonardo Sanchez, Tricia Wittowski, Rosalie Young

Excused: Mary Alice Smothers, Barbara Johnson, Ali Adan
Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir, Suzette Melendez, Francis Parks, Shelley Skellington
Community Members Present: Mikiel Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (Diversity & Inclusion Dept.)

1. Meeting was called to order by Rabbi Dan Fellman at 5:42 pm
2. Sanjay Chhablani made a motion to accept the draft minutes of the November 2019 board meeting.  This motion was seconded by David Pasinski.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
3. Highlights from Chair:
· Rabbi Fellman stated that newly appointed Commissioner Migdalia Morales will begin attending board meetings in March. 
· Rabbi Fellman said that there are 7 open positions for which we are waiting appointments from the County Executive (4), Legislature (2) and Mayor (1).  Fellman said that he was in touch with the County Executive’s office earlier today and reiterated the need to fill those positions.  He also asked that the County Executive speak to the Commission at a future date.  Barrie stated that the Mayor has recently acted to fill open positions. 

· Sanjay Chhablani offered to set up a google doc to help board members track and schedule speakers for board meetings.  The following board members are reaching out to the following potential speakers: Leo Sanchez: Syracuse Mayor, Dan Fellman: County Executive, Chol Majok: NAACP & NAF & RISE, Crystal Doody: Syracuse CRB, John Rushing: SPD Chief Buckner (2nd Time)
· Rabbi asked board members to review documents related to a request from Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) that will be on a future meeting agenda for discussion.  
4. Highlights from the Executive Director:
- Barrie described the transitions in staff roles and leadership in the new Diversity & Inclusion Dept., as well as a need for her and Montanette to focus on JCOC case documentation now and through the spring months.  Barrie pointed out an article in board member packets describing the changes in federal government rules relating to the concept of “public charge” in consideration of visa 
applications.  Sanjay Chhablani suggested that the Commission might be able to educate community members about the implication of this change.  

5. Review of 2020 Committee Structure & Focus
- Rabbi Fellman reviewed the two Committees formed as a result of the discussion of issues and goals in the Board Development Session in January.  These will be a Criminal Justice Issues Committee 
which will focus on the topics of Bail Reform & Police Community Relations, and a Voter & Civic Education Committee which will focus on voter education and civics literacy.  All present expressed approval of these committees and topics.  
6. Committee Discussions - Board Members then broke into the two committees to discuss new, potential, and/or ongoing projects. 

· Tricia Wittkowski, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez, Sanjay Chabblani and Chol Majok met as members of the Criminal Justice Issues Committee. Leo will reach out to a Camillus PD Lieutenant to continue planning for joint community presentations.  Crystal & Sanjay will aim to make an initial presentation to the board about bail reform at the April or May meeting.  Other opportunities for public education were discussed. 
· Rosalie Young, Liban Mohamed, and Dave Pasinski met as members of the Voter & Civics Education Committee.  Liban will meet with Barrie to draft a presentation outline on voting to refugees about to become citizens.  For presentation opportunities, Dave will reach out to Interfaith Works and Onondaga Votes (OV), Barrie will reach out to the Americanization League, and Liban will reach out to Catholic Charities.  Barrie mentioned that Ali wanted to do workshops for students at RISE. Rabbi Fellman asked about reaching people held in the jail or Jamesville, or about to re-enter the community.  Dave will contact Suzette & Ali about the committee’s proposed projects.  
7. The meeting was concluded as each Committee finished its respective discussions. 
Respectfully submitted to the Commission,  
Barrie Gewanter, Human Rights Director 
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