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APPROVED
Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

June 20, 2018

Present: Rev. Bernard Alex, Bruce Carter, Suzie Carman (E), Shiu Kai Chin, Steve Butler, Starr Guckert, Montanette Murphy, Suzette Melendez (on phone), Francis M. Parks, Rabbi Dan Fellman, Crystal Doody, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez, Jeff Tamburo, Rosalie Young, Shelly Skellington

Excused: Sanjay Chhablani,  Dave Pasinski, Doug Mackey

Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir

County Staff: Barrie Gewanter

Community Members:  County Legislator Ken Bush; Lydia Rojas, Bob Gardino

1. Meeting began at 5::40 PM. Commissioners introduced themselves and reflected on tonight’s opening  question: “Bruce is going to China for 6 weeks. If you accompanied him and met someone there who asked, ‘What is the Human Rights Commission?’, how would you respond?” Shiu Kai Chin spoke briefly about the Chinese system of government, Chinese values and culture.

2. Minutes from the April 18, 2018 and May 23, 2018 meetings were reviewed. Minutes were approved with minor corrections.

3. Bruce Carter was elected Board Secretary by acclamation

4. The Outreach Committee voted to replace Doug Mackey as Outreach Chair. Dave Pasinski has agreed to serve. He was elected unanimously.

5. Motion to amend procedure to have community comments at the beginning rather than the end of the meeting was made and seconded. Motion passed unanimously. New procedure (to allow community members to comment at the beginning of the meeting) will be implemented at the July meeting of the Commission.

6. Rabbi Fellman reported that he had met informally with County Executive Joanie Mahoney. She was interested in the Commission, interested in working cooperatively with the Commission, and supportive of finding additional staff for the office.  This informal meeting will be followed up with a more formal meeting later. Meetings with the Legislative Chair have not been scheduled; this will continue to be pursued. Dave Pasinski and Rosalie Young have been reappointed to new 3 year terms. Shortening of reports was a reflection of the Executive Committee’s decision that time allocated for Committee work was important and that meeting time should be devoted to Committee efforts.
7. Leo Sanchez reported that Frances Macmillan Parks had been honored at the NAACP celebration. 

8. Barrie Gewanter reported that:
a.  we needed to set future Commission meetings. Future dates are:

July 25, August 22, September 26, October 17, November 28, December 12

Meetings to be held in the Rosamond Gifford Room and will start at 5:30 PM
b. Diversity Training will be held July 19th and August 14th at the County Office Building Room 803 
      &9/11 at Circare.
c. Bridget Owens retired last Friday.  Barrie is interviewing for a replacement.
d. Significant updates:

- Governor Cuomo is issuing limited pardons to convicted felons on parole to allow them to vote.

  Parolees may need information and instruction about voting procedures.

- Barrie met with a suburban school district superintendent re: racist incidents & DASA best

   practices.

- HRC/JCOC had an outreach presence at the Interfaith Works Duck Race to End Racism, 
  GLBTQ

  Pride, and Juneteenth events 

- Barrie will be meeting with CNY Pride Committee and group of LGBT individuals of
  color/allies

  regarding in scheduling of Juneteenth and Pride events.

- Barrie may be asked to follow up with local nursing home with no language assistance program.
9. Committee Updates: No updates.
10. Old Business: None.
11. New Business: Rabbi Dan Fellman announced that he will be leading a trip to Texas to monitor border events. No other new business. 
12. Francis Parks asked if materials currently in writing about voting procedures for formerly incarcerated individuals be made available orally.
13. Visitors introduced themselves. All declined to make any statements.
14. Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM & Board Members moved into meetings of the Education, 

       Advocacy, Outreach, Law Enforcement/Community Relations Committee until approx. 7:30pm
Respectfully submitted,

D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary

