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APPROVED
Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2018

Present: 
Steve Butler, Bruce Carter, Sanjay Chhablani, Shiu Kai Chin, Crystal Doody, 
Rabbi Dan Fellman (co-chair), Starr Guckert, Montanette Murphy, Suzette Melendez, Dave Pasinski (E), Gabe Ramos, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez (chair), Shelly Skellington (E), Rosalie Young (E).

Absent/Excused:
Rev. Bernard Alex, Suzie Carman (E), Francis M. Parks, Mary Alice Smothers,
Khadijo Abdulkadir

Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter, Kelsey Leeper (Intern)

Community Present: Bob Gardino, Ray Robinson

1. The meeting began with Commissioner introductions, and a moment of sharing. The topic was, “Who in your life would be most surprised that  you were serving on this Commission?”  All Commissioners present offered a response to this question.
2. The minutes for the HRC meeting of March 28, 2018 were reviewed. There were minor editorial (spelling) changes to the minutes which were accepted for inclusion. The minutes were approved by acclamation.

3. Commission Chair Leo Sanchez reported on activities of the HRC during since the March 28, 2018 meeting of the Commission. An Executive Committee Meeting was held on April 16.  The agenda for the April 18th Board Meeting was discussed.  The Chairs’ letter to area police chiefs has resulted in an invitation to make a presentation at the April 19th meeting of the Onondaga County Association of Chiefs of Police.  A meeting of the Chairs has also been scheduled with Mayor Walsh in the first week of May. Commission Co-Chair Dan Fellman reported on his activities since the March 28, 2018 meeting.  He has not yet been able to schedule a meeting with the County Executive or the Legislature Chair.  Leo stated that the Executive Committee would like to reduce the list of names of potential HRC board candidates before it is sent to the Legislature for consideration in filling the one open position.  This reduced list will be brought back to the Board at the next meeting.  In the interim, Leo asked Commissioners to provide Barrie with any updates on their outreach to the listed candidates.
4. HRC Executive Director Barrie Gewanter reported on her activities since the March 28, 2018 meeting of the Commission. She has uploaded the approved minutes from the Jan. 2017 and Feb. 2018 meetings to the HRC website, and continues to work with interns to produce drafts of outstanding 2017 Board minutes.  Two language assistance outreach/education projects are currently on hold due to her current workload.  She has received a request from the CRB Director to assist in preparation for community 
presentations related to interacting with law enforcement.  She listed the dates of upcoming diversity trainings, and reported on board member participation in the Yom HaShoah event on April 8th.  Rabbi Fellman commented on the meaningful remarks offered by several speakers at the event, including Barrie.  Sanjay Chhablani stated his support for doing Holocaust Education.  Crystal Doody mentioned a travelling exhibit that is part of a Holocaust Studies Project in Rochester. Barrie reported that Access CNY will be hosting a Police Chief Search forum on 4/30.  Barrie also offered a description and flier for the Gideon’s Boutique program that is run by Gabe Ramos to provide “court clothes” for indigent defendants. 
5. Reports from Committee Chairs:

a. Advocacy: Starr Guckert repoted on the Committee’s effort to provide language assistance in medical settings. This work, in coordination with Onondaga County Commissioner of Health, Dr. Indu Gupta, has resulted in information being provided to the Onondaga County Medical Society.  Starr mentioned that 6 medical practices or day programs were recently selected by members of Trabajandos Juntos as initial priorities for educational follow up, and that the Committee will try to set up related meetings.   Starr, Crystal Doody, Gabe Ramos and Shelly Skellington commented on the importance of interpreters in legal settings as well as healthcare settings.  Khadijo Abdulkadir will be joining the Advocacy Committee as her Wednesday night college class will be  ending soon.
b. Outreach: David Pasinski reported for the Committee. There was nothing to report

c. Education: Bruce Carter (Chair) reported for the Committee. There was nothing to report.

d. Law Enforcement/Community Relations: Gabe Ramos reported for the Committee. He will be joining Leo Sanchez, Rabbi Fellman, and Barrie Gewanter in the presentation to the Onondaga County Association of Chiefs of Police on May 19th to apprise them of the availability of the HRC to help prevent and solve issues.  Discussion followed.  John stated that he continues to attend meetings of a Police Accountability Group.  Crystal Doody reported that she is part of a new Emergency Response Team that has been formed to respond when immigrant/refugee individuals are detained by federal agencies such as ICE. An individual had been taken into custody in Rome and was brought to the Immigration office in Syracuse today.  Suzette Melendez reported that there is a Law School clinic intern who is working on special immigrant status for children.

6. Old Business: None

7. New Business: 

a. Rev. Alex no longer has the time to serve as secretary to the Board. Nominations were solicited for the position. Both John Rushing and Bruce Carter were nominated for the position. Because there was no longer a quorum present, no vote could be taken. 
Additional nominations and an election will be held at the next HRC meeting (assuming a quorum is reached).

b. The timing of the public comment period in the HRC Board meetings was discussed. Other County boards allow public comments to occur at the beginning of meetings rather than at 
the conclusion. The Executive Committee unanimously recommends that HRC shift its public commentary period to the beginning of the meeting. This item will be discussed at a subsequent meeting when a quorum is present.

8. Mr. Robert Giardino spoke during the public comment period.

9. Several announcements of upcoming events were offered. John Rushing stated his appreciation for the diversity training her recently participated in.  Suzette Melendez and Bruce Carter also reported on campus reactions to the reported activities of a fraternity at Syracuse University.

10. The meeting adjourned at 7:36 PM


Respectfully submitted,


D. Bruce Carter & B. Gewanter

Notetakers

