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Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

Sept. 26, 2018 Meeting Date
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on 10/24/18

Present: Sanjay Chhablani, Bruce Carter, Shiu-Kai Chin, Bob Gardino, Starr Guckert, Suzette

     Melendez, Francis Parks, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez (Chair), Mary Alice Smothers, 

     Rosalie Young, Shelly Skellington, Crystal Doody
Excused Jeff Tamburo, Dave Pasinski, Crystal Doody, Rabbi Dan Fellman, Suzie Carman
Absent: Rev.  Bernard Alex, Khadijo Abdulkadir, Steve  Butler, Gabe Ramos
Community Members Present: Maya Stubbs
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (staff) & Emmanuel Sagoe (intern)
1. Meeting began at 5:35 PM

2. Marissa Saunders- Center for Community Alternatives- presented as one of community partners. 

a. Non-profit agency that deals with advocacy, re-entry, youth, etc. Work with people who have been incarcerated to help them transition to the community.  Agency in existence for more than 30 years and has offices in Rochester, Syracuse and New York City. 

b. She currently works with a program that helps youth transition back into schools or community, and a program that deals with the Raise the Age legislation (diverting 16 & 17 year olds from of adult detention & court adjudication.). Beginning Oct. 1, 2018 18-year-olds will not serve in adult facilities; Oct.1, 2019, 17-year-olds will not serve. Treatment must be age and developmentally appropriate. New procedures (misdemeanors heard in Family Court) will be instituted.  New category of Adolescent Offender will be added for 16-17 year olds, with 13-15 year olds remaining as Juvenile Offenders.  All felony cases will be heard in Youth Part of Criminal Court. Under extenuating circumstances (not defined under the law) non-violent felonies may be transferred to Family Court or heard in Youth Part of Criminal Court (request of DA, approved by judge). Other cases (e.g., unlawful sexual contact) may be adjudicated in either. Youth cases will be held in OCFS facilities rather than jails or prisons. Judge Vanessa Bogan will hear the youth cases in Onondaga County.  All under 18 will be moved from Rikers Island in NY City by Monday. 

c. PowerPoint related to implementation of Raise the Age in Onondaga County, including construction at Hillbrook Detention Center, will be distributed electronically.  CCA is on a Task Force that is overseeing the implementation process. 

d. Contact: msaunders@communityalternatives.org
e. Discussion followed. Shelly Skellington suggested that the Commission should advocate for parents and children in this system.   Discussion & questions followed.  Bruce Carter pointed out that Direct Services is really not the role for the Commission, but that the exchange of information with Ms. Saunders is valuable. . 

3. Minutes of August 22, 2018 were reviewed. Minutes were approved.

4. One Visitor was recognized, but did not offer a public comment. 

5. Commission Chair report. Executive Committee discussed agenda for today’s meeting. Have not determined whether the next Executive Committee will be the 22nd or 23rd of October, probably at 

Aurora. Rabbi Fellman will be travelling and not available. Leo expressed thanks for the outgoing County Executive’s support of the Commission.  Executive Committee will be sending 3 candidates to the Legislature for consideration. Renewal of commissioner terms were discussed. Importance of attending & participating in Commission was discussed. Future guest speakers were discussed.   Mary Alice Smothers suggested that at some time in the future, the Commission might choose to focus a particular month’s meeting on a specific topic, perhaps with a panel of speakers.  Barrie suggested that this might be an approach to a public discussion of an issue that Commissioners were concerned about. 
6. Director’s report. 

a. Diversity trainings on 10/18 and 11/15. Barrie will be out of town 9/28 to 10/5 and 10/11 to 10/15. 

b. Office- Montanette has adapted well to the job; one new intern Emmanual Sagoe; will start interview with candidates for part-time information aide in October. 

c. Several significant updates were discussed:

i. Webinar on Language Assistance went well Will post link on website.

ii. Productive meeting with Circare re: accommodations for persons with visual impairments;

iii. Attended Vietnamese Community event at Community Association Board invitation;

iv. Thanks to those who worked the Westcott Street Fair;

v. Facilitated Onondaga Votes Sessions for voter registration in the jail;

vi. Crisis Intervention Training led by county ALTC Dept. to begin Oct 15 & related ACCESS-CNY training in 2019; Law Enforcement Committee members may be interested in hearing more about this training;

vii. Progress on scheduling medical practice educational intervention meetings;

viii. Conversations with 2 key members of the legal community re: language assistance issues and training.

d. Barrie was asked to look into getting a display rack to reduce the number of brochures and pamphlets on the table at outreach events.  Others stated that they were able to approach people with HRC brochures beyond the booth during the Westcott event and supported that approach as well. 

7. Old Business

a. 2nd annual International HR Day event at All Saints Church; 12/9 at 4 PM

b. Contact for MLK event may be Syeisha Byrd (Hendricks Chapel; 315-443-1254)

8. New Business

a. Discussion of leadership of Law enforcement/Community Relations Committee

b. Discussion of meeting dates in 2019

9. Meeting adjourned at 7:22 PM

Respectfully submitted,

D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary
with input from Barrie Gewanter 


