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 Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
August 28, 2019 Meeting
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on10/23/19_
Present: Present: Sanjay Chhablani, Crystal Doody, Bruce Carter, Shiu Kai Chin, Bob Gardino, Suzette Melendez (on phone), Francis M. Parks, Leonardo Sanchez, Rosalie Young, Shelly Skellington, John Rushing.

Excused/Absent: Mary A. Smothers, Jeffrey Tamburo, Rabbi Daniel Fellman, T. Wittkowski.
Community Members Present: Mikael Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter and Montanette Murphy (Human Rights Dept.)

1. Meeting was called to order at 5:38 PM by Commission Co-chair Shelly Skellington. Members introduced themselves.
2. Minutes of July 24, 2019 meeting were reviewed. Minor typographical errors were accepted as corrections. The minutes were unanimously approved.

a.  Mikael Anderson was recognized as a visitor. He shared an event. 100 Black Men of Syracuse are presenting the Winston Gaskin Community Walk for Health and Wellness on Saturday, September 20, 2019. The walk will be at Cedar Bay Park in Fayetteville, NY from 8:30 to 11:30 AM. Registration is $15 (including a t-shirt). Proceeds benefit the Winston Gaskin Health & wellness initiative. Register online (or get more information) at 100BLACKMENFYR.ORG . 

3. Chair Report (Shelly Skellington, Co-Chair)

a.
Ali Adan is a newly appointed commissioner (replacing Gabe Ramos). 

b. Mayoral appointments Sanjay Chhablani and Jeff Tamburo have terms that expired 12/31/18. Efforts are being made to have them reappointed.

c. There are four vacant positions on the Commission. Two appointments (replacing Doug Mackay and Joyce Suslovic) are County Executive appointments. 1 is a legislative appointment (Murphy), and 1 is a Mayoral appointment (S. Carman). The Executive Committee is attempting to have the positions filled.

d. The Executive Committee recommends holding Board Officer elections be held in December of 2019 rather than in February 2020. New officers will begin serving their terms immediately in 2020. 

e. Questions for Syracuse City School District visitors Supervisor J. Alicia (September) and Administrator P. Clark (October) were reviewed, modified and approved. The questions will be shared with these visitors before their attendance at the respective meetings.

4. 
Executive Director’s Report (Barrie Gewanter)

a. The Westcott Street Fair will be held September 22, 2019. Volunteers are needed. Both Barrie and Montanette will be attending a professional conference in Chicago that weekend and cannot coordinate the event. 

b. The next Syracuse Police Department Public Forum will be held August 29th at 5:30 PM. Volunteers were solicited. Suzette and Leo will attend. 

c. An article from the Syracuse Post-Standard on social justice and the I-81 plans was distributed. Commissions were asked to review and to consider using these and similar issues if asked to speak publically about the topic.

d. Barrie received training and will be participating in the Kairus Blanket Exercises for 18 groups of Syracuse City School District 7th graders. Support persons are needed (can’t serve as facilitators because additional training is needed. Event will be Tuesdays in October.

5. 
Committee Reports followed:
a. Education and Youth Committee report (available as attachment). Progress on DASA project and Guide to Human Rights was discussed. The HRC intern Autumn provided an in-depth analysis of DASA responsibilities as described on school websites in the county. Committee will follow up. Sanjay reported that the Committee also was working on meaning of human rights in national and international contexts.

b. Police/Community Relations. Crystal and Leo met with Chief Buchner on August 5, 2019. They informed him about the Human Rights Commission and its roles in the county. Chief Buchner reported his biggest issue was the level of crime among youth and the Police Community Forums. Barrie discussed the new “Use of Force” policy that has been introduced.
6. 
Executive Director’s Report
Future HRC meetings were discussed. Executive Committee will meet on September 17th at 5:15 p.m. at Temple Concord. HRC will meet September 18th, October 23rd, November 20th, and December 18th.

7. Announcements were made. August 28th was the 64th anniversary of the murder of Emmett Till. Commissioners were encouraged to attend the Police-Community forums.

8. Meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. Committee meetings followed.

Respectfully submitted, 
D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary 
