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Approved (at Sept. 26 Meeting) 
Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

August 22, 2018 Meeting Date
Present: Bruce Carter, Sanjay Chablani, Crystal Doody(phone), Rabbi Dan Fellman, Starr Guckert, Dave Pasinski, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez, Mary Alice Smothers, Rosalie Young

Excused: Steve Butler, Suzie Carman, Suzette Melendez, Jeff Tamburo, Shelly Skellington,  

     Shiu Kai Chin

Absent: Rev. Bernard Alex, Gabe Ramos, Francis Parks

Community Members Present: Charity Copeland, Bob Gardino

County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter, Montanette Murphy

1. All commissioners present introduced themselves and commented on the questions “When was the last time you went to the State Fair and what is your favorite thing to do there?”

2. Neither of the visitors requested time to speak.

3. Commission Chair & Co-Chair reports: HRC Executive Committee will meet Sept. 25th at 4:30 at Temple Concord. Leo met with the Chair of the Jail Oversight Commission. He will attend their next meeting (which is Sept. 5th at 5:30 at Rosamund Gifford Room and is open to the public). Rabbi Fellman reported that he will be meeting with County Executive Joanie Majoney to talk  about budgetary issues. The County Executive is still considering nomination of Barbara Johnson. Bob Gardino’s nomination is being considered by Legislative Committee.  Barrie presented information on appointments by Mayor. Additional information is in the Agenda 

4. Location of meetings for October 24th and November 28th were discussed. Both meetings will be held,. at Temple Concord at 5:30 PM. Room is accessible; parking is available. 
5. Barrie’s report. Diversity Training 9/11 at Circare and 10/18 County Office Building Room 803. Volunteers needed for Outreach Table at the State Fair & the Westcott Street Fair.  Office Staffing- Montanette Murphy started 8/13 as new Human Rights Specialist; her focus will be on training. No current interns. Trying to identify candidates for the new Part-Time Information Aide. Webinar on Language Assistance rescheduled to 8/28 at 11 AM. She mentioned recent complaints at Catholic Charities Men’s Shelter (The Ox) and the Zoo. Complaint about access for service dog in training to the Zoo. Star volunteered to provide information in reference to Service Dogs Barrie will be working with the leadership of the Vietnamese community to assist with leadership transition.  She also mentioned an opportunity to work with the New American’s Forum (NAF) on a guide to leadership transitions for ethnic community organizations.  Sanjay Chhablani expressed interest in working with Barrie on that project
6. Old Business: 2nd Annual Dec 10th International Human Rights Day Event at All Saints Church. Education Committee will be working on the event. Focus could be on young refugees. Mary Alice Smothers agreed to make contact with Hendricks Chapel at SU in relation to the Martin Luther King event: Syeisha Byrd from Hendricks Chapel 315-443-1254 engagesu@syr.edu. 

7. New Business. Rabbi Fellman asked if the HRC be reactive, proactive or both? Suggestions made for outreach to League of Women Voters to include human rights issues in questions to political candidates.  He also asked Commissioners to consider two questions on the Agenda related to goals and priorities for the HRC and the work of other HRC.  Rabbi Fellman asked Barrie to email all members of the Board the related materials she provided in Board member packets.  Dave Paskinski & John Rushing agreed to staff an outreach table at the 8/31 showing of Black Panther in the Everson Plaza, a project of the Urban Video Project. 
Respectfully submitted,

D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary
with input from Barrie Gewanter 

