Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
June 24, 2020 VIRTUAL Meeting
This initial draft was posted on the HRC Website.

This draft was APPROVED in the HRC Meeting on 7/22/2020
Present: Ali Adan, Rev. Roosevelt Baums, Sanjay Chhablani, Crystal Doody, Rabbi Dan Fellman, Chol Majok, Suzette Melendez, Liban Mohamed, David Pasinski, John Rushing, Leonardo Sanchez, Rosalie 
Young

Excused: Mary Alice Smothers, Tricia Wittowski, Barbara Johnson, John Rushing
Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir, Migdalia Morales, Francis Parks, Shelley Skellington
Community Members Present: Vernon Williams (County Legislator), Mikiel Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter (Diversity & Inclusion Dept.)

1. The meeting was called to order by Rabbi Dan Fellman at 5:34 pm as a ZOOM virtual meeting with Sanjay Chhablani & Barrie Gewanter as additional co-hosts.  Recording of the meeting was initiated by Chhablani on the ZOOM platform.  Board members introduced themselves & community members listed were asked to introduce themselves and were then muted. 
2. A motion was made to approve the draft board minutes for May 2020.  The motion was
 seconded and passed unanimously.
3. Recognition of Visitors proceeded later in the meeting

4. Meeting with Monica Williams, new Chief Diversity Officer
- Sanjay Chhablani said that Williams was originally invited to the meeting, but emailed that she would not attend.  He and Rabbi Fellman are trying to find a time for the Exec. Committee to 
meet with Monica to discuss the HRC’s purpose and role & how it can contribute. 
5. Updates:
· Director Barrie Gewanter reviewed two recent discrimination complaints and coordinating follow up by board members in support of complainants.  Suzette Melendez reiterated her willingness to accompany one complainant who identifies as Latinx.  

· Voter & Civic Education Committee Co-Chair Rosalie Young confirmed that Syracuse City Census Coordinator Tori Russo is willing to provide educational postcards about the importance of filling out the census for the HRC to distribute to refugee & immigrant groups, as it will soon with 2 COVID fliers in 5 languages.  Sanjay Chhablani said he is still working on formatting the COVID fliers.

· Leo Sanchez stated that he spoke to a representative from the Mayor’s office about the 
Mayor speaking to the HRC board at the July meeting.
6. Full Commission Discussion
- Rabbi Fellman stated that “the events of the last 6 weeks have changed our world” and suggested that this presented “an important moment for our society and for the HRC.” He asked Commissioner to comment on what they were seeing and how the HRC can “help craft a world we want to see and a way forward.”
- Suzette Melendez expressed multiple emotions of frustration, exhaustion, hope and disappointment.  She suggested that the work being done is “everybody’s job.”  She suggested 
the HRC try to support Black Lives Matter protestors in various ways including protest monitoring, advocacy, “making the powers that be accountable”, doing “the hard work required” and “keeping each other honest.”

- David Pasinski said he had taken part in police reform protests but he is not clear if the HRC would have a role with other groups.  He suggested looking for groups engaging in dialogue and “greater demands we want to support.”

- Crystal Doody stated that there is not agreement among protestors on goals, asks, or way to get there, but that the HRC has not established itself in any way.  She suggested that the HRC “follow the lead of the People of Color who have emerged as leaders and their expressed common ground.  She said that she has been helping to coordinate legal observers and that the observer group is not open to new people right now.  

- Leo Sanchez suggested that the HRC focus should remain local

- Sanjay Chhablani said that the HRC has been struggling with the dimensions of its role.  He stated that according to the enabling legislation, the HRC focus should be in an education capacity and the “heart of our work is bridging differences and bringing people together.”  He suggested that there has been “a shocking silence in the County in relation to police issues” and that the HRC could try to “get the Onondaga Legislature and Sheriff on board with police reforms.”  He also suggested that “silent voices can manifest later in opposition” and a call to roll back reforms.  Chhablani also mentioned a legislative mandate to submit a written report.  He also recalled a suggestion to survey police departments and see how they respond.  

- Rev. Baums suggested asking the Sheriff how his office is responding to calls for reform

- Legislator Vernon Williams agreed that the HRC could meet and engage with the Sheriff in relation to reforms, “push for passage” and “hold them accountable.”  He also suggested that the HRC could collect people’s stories of interactions with the Sheriff’s office.  He expressed willingness to work with the Commission. 

- Crystal Doody suggested that these suggestions be discussed in the Criminal Justice Committee.

- Ali Adan suggested that the HRC’s role is to engage and educate.  He also cautioned against the HRC taking on too much and not finishing what it started.  

- Sanjay Chhablani suggested that the Columbus Day issue was very contentious.  David Pasinski 

Agreed and pointed out that Interfaith Works has already conducted a series of dialogues to look at that issue in depth

- Rabbi Fellman suggested that the HRC has “enough pieces to wrestle with” and that it is important that the HRC act in a way that we “live up to what the people need of us”.  Rabbi then 
read an email message from John Rushing, who was unable to attend the meeting. 
7. Recognition of Visitors 

- Legislator Vernon Williams said that this was the first HRC meeting he has attended, and that he looks forward to working with the board members. 

- Mikiel Anderson said that it was important to take into consideration all that was said, but to also figure out how the HRC can move things forward in relation to police community relations.

He also stated his support for pushing the Sheriff to put police reforms into effect. 
8. A motion was made to adjourn into breakout groups for committee discussions the meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved, and the full board meeting ended at 7:03 pm.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Commissioners,  
Barrie Gewanter, Human Rights Director 
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