
Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2020 VIRTUAL Meeting
This initial draft was posted on the HRC Website.

This draft was APPROVED in the HRC Meeting on May 20, 2020. 

Present: Ali Adan, Rev. Roosevelt Baums, Sanjay Chhablani, Crystal Doody, Rabbi Dan Fellman, Suzette Melendez, Migdalia Morales, David Pasinski, John Rushing, Leonardo Sanchez, Rosalie 
Young

Excused: Mary Alice Smothers, Barbara Johnson, Tricia Wittowski
Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir, Chol Majok, Liban Mohamed, Francis Parks, Shelley Skellington
Community Members Present: Peggy Chase & Mary Kuhn (County Legislators), Mikiel Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (Human Rights Dept.)

1. The meeting was called to order by Rabbi Dan Fellman at 5:38 pm as a ZOOM virtual meeting with Sanjay Chhablani & Barrie Gewanter as additional co-hosts.  Recording of the meeting was initiated by Chhablani on the ZOOM platform.  Community members listed were asked to introduce themselves and were then muted. 
2. A motion was made to table discussion of the Dec. 2019 meeting minutes to allow board members to review them.  This motion was seconded and approved.  Approval of these as well

as the  Feb. 26, 2020 meeting minutes are expected for the May meeting. 

3. Board members were each asked to offer a brief comment on how they and/or members of their 

community were doing during the pandemic restrictions.   

4. Rabbi Fellman said that our municipal leaders seem to perceive COVID19 as a human issue.  In the context of public comment, County Legislator Peggy Chase agreed with Fellman.  Then Chase suggested that some refugee groups were not taking the virus dangers seriously, and that there were problems on the North Side of Syracuse.  County Legislator Mary Kuhn said that All Saints Catholic Church has been working with one African refugee Community where there were issues with the need to stay inside and not to visit others even when someone is sick.  The legislators mentioned that a member of this community in their 20’s had become sick and died.  The Commission asked Barrie to look into this.  Rabbi Fellman also suggested that the Voter &
Civic Education  Committee should address the need for related education in this community. 
5. Rabbi Fellman said that he has put calls into appointing authorities in the County about Commissioner vacancies, and will follow up after restrictions are over.  He also suggested that 
guest speakers could participate in the meetings via Zoom. 

The board discussed the cancellation, postponement and virtual versions of several community

events where the board usually does outreach and tabling during the summer. 

Commissioner Suzette Melendez asked if the head of the new Diversity & Inclusion Dept planned to reach out to diverse groups in the community, based on criteria  such as 
race/ethnicity, LGBT, and disability.  Barrie said that she was not aware of Monica’s plans. 

Leo Sanchez and Crystal Doody reported that the Criminal Justice Committee was focusing on
bail reform at the moment, and that meetings with the Camillus PD were on hold right now. 

Dave Paskinski & Rosalie Young reported that the Voter & Civic Education Committee met before the COVID19 restrictions.  Barrie reported that she and Liban Mohamed had met to 
create a draft outline to educate New Americans about the voting and registration process. 
Rabbi Fellman commented that one role the Commission plays is to reach out to under-
represented groups.  It was also suggested that the Commission utilize the close captioning 

capability in Zoom. 
6. There was no specific Old or New Business on the Agenda. 

7. The meeting was then adjourned to break into separate Zoom rooms for Committee discussions.
a. The following was discussed in the Criminal Justice Committee: 


- The Legal Services Director of Advocacy wrote SPD Chief Buckner in reference to potential


  calls to the police in reference to evictions that would be illegal in the current situation. 

- The need for a social media presence for the Commission & its power for public education.

  Crystal suggested the Commission pursue this again with County administration. 


- Legal Services has sued the Broome County jail about vulnerable inmates held there..


- The Committee will ask for 15 minutes at the next Commission business meeting to provide 


  Criminal Justice updates to the full board. 

b. The following was discussed in the Voter and Civic Education Committee: 

- A need for education in some refugee communities about the need for social distancing, wearing masks, and not going to the homes of sick friends or family. 
- Ali Adan agreed to identify refugee community leaders. 

- Rosalie Young agreed to contact Patty Clark from SCSD

- Dave Pasinski agreed to contact staff at Interfaith Works who work with refugees

- Suzette Melendez agreed to send out a Zoom invitation for a meeting on May 4th at 2pm.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Commissioners,  
Barrie Gewanter, Human Rights Director 
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