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Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2019 Meeting
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on March 27, 2019
Present: Leo Sanchez (Chair), Rabbi Dan Fellman (Co-chair), Steve Butler, Bruce Carter, 

     Sanjay Chablani, Bob Gardino, Suzette Melendez, Dave Pasinski, John Rushing, 
     Shelly Skellington, Rosalie Young

Excused: Crystal Doody, Jeff Tamburo, Mary Alice Smothers, Francis Parks
Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir, Shiu Kai Chin
Community Members Present:     Mikeil Anderson, Ken Bush, Charity Copeland
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter 
1. Meeting convened at 5:45 PM.  Quorum was established.  Guests introduced themselves.

2. Discussion of the Dec. 2018 minutes was postponed to allow time for review by members.  These minutes were approved unanimously later in the meeting (after Agenda Item 7).
3. Rabbi Fellman and Leo Sanchez discussed the status of commissioner appointments.  The reappointments of Rabbi Fellman and Bruce Carter by the County Exec. were confirmed by the County Legislature, as were the reappointments of Crystal Doody and Khadijo Abdulkadir  by the Legislature. The HRC has been informed that we should follow New York Municipal Law regarding reappointments of Commissioners. Specifically, when a commissioner’s term expires, the commissioner continues to act as a commissioner until  s/he is reappointed or a replacement has been appointed to fill the position.

4. Election of officers followed. Bruce Carter chaired the proceedings during election of the Chair.

    It was decided that commissioners would vote by secret ballot.

- Leo Sanchez and Rabbi Fellman were both nominated and seconded.  11 Paper ballots were distributed, marked and collected.  Rabbi  Fellman was elected as chair.  Ballots were counted by Bob Gardino and Sanjay Chhablani.   
- Rabbi Fellman chaired the election for co-chair.  After a discussion about maximizing the number of current and emeritus officers who could constitute the 2019 Executive Committee, an initial nomination for Leo Sanchez was rescinded, and Shelly Skellington and Bruce Carter were nominated and seconded.  11 Paper ballots were again distributed, marked and collected.  Shelly Skellington was elected.  The ballots were again counted by Gardino and Chhablani.
- Rabbi Fellman chaired the election for Secretary. Bruce Carter was re-elected by acclamation.

6. Discussion followed regarding structure of committees and organization of the Commission.

- Bruce & Barrie explained the background of the Executive Committee’s proposal to change the structure of HRC Committees.  This was based on discussion in the January 2019 board development session.  The proposal was to identify and organize HRC Committees annually based on topics of current or desired focus rather than based on static committees.  
- Bruce introduced a motion (see attached) to modify the Committee structure of the Commission as described in the governance document. Sanjay seconded the motion. Discussion followed.  The motion was amended to strike the word “standing” from Article 6, Section 2. Bruce will edit the document for consistency. 

- The motion was made and seconded to table the amendment to the Governance Document. The amendment (see attached) will be re-introduced and voted on at the March meeting.

7. Barrie Gewanter presented her report. 


- Upcoming Diversity trainings were announced: March 14 and April 23 (in the County Office Building Room 803).

- Future meetings were discussed. Future meeting dates are: March 27, April 10, May 15, June 19, July 24, and August 28.

- Speakers for future meetings were discussed. Rabbi Fellman suggested that we establish speakers for the remainder of the year at the March meeting.
8. Rabbi Fellman pointed that the memorial service for former Commissioner Starr Guckert will be held February 28th at 5 PM at All Saints Church. Dave Pasinski and Rabbi Fellman will officiate.

9. Rabbi Fellman began a discussion of the starting and ending times of meetings.  It was decided that meetings will continue to begin at 5:30 PM.  All present were asked to try to arrive promptly.
10. Discussion of three HRC working committees for 2019 followed.  

- It was agreed that there will be an Education and Youth Committee, a committee tentatively entitled “Vulnerable Populations”, and a Police/Community Relations Committee. 
- Individual commissioners went to different areas of the room in order to facilitate discussions about the committees in which they were interested in serving. All committees were instructed to identify a date for a committee meeting BEFORE the next meeting of the HRC, and confirm a Chairperson who would also serve on the Executive Committee.  The Education and Vulnerable Populations Committees designated a Chair and a meeting date. 
11. Meeting adjourned at 7 PM

Respectfully submitted, 
D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary & Barrie Gewanter, Executive Director
