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Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
December 18, 2019 Meeting
This initial draft was posted on the HRC Website.

This draft was APPROVED in the HRC Meeting on May 20, 2020. 
Present: Shelly Skellington, Rosalie Young, Crystal Doody, Chol Majok, Sanjay Chhablani. Leo Sanchez, Rabbi Dan Fellman, Francis Parks, Bruce Carter, John Rushing, Dave Pasinski, Suzette 
Melendez (by phone) 
No Record if Present or Absent: Ali Adan
Excused: Mary Alice Smothers, Bob Gardino, Barb Johnson, Tricia Wittowski, ShiuKai Chin

Absent: Khadijo Abdulkadir 
Community Members Present: Mikiel Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (Human Rights Dept.)

Guest Speakers: Patricia Clark & Jackie LeRoy from the Syracuse City School District
1. Meeting was called to order at 5:44 pm
2. Patricia Clark made a presentation in response to 6 questions submitted to her from the Executive Committee in advance of the meeting.  Board members then engaged in discussion 
with Ms. Clark about the items in her presentation.  Those items included 

a. Her work and responsibilities as Chief Ombuds and Student Support Services Officer.
b. Current provision of language assistance for parents from the refugee community, and related
    resources, communication and staff training,  She also addressed needed improvements in the same. 
c. Continuing work to address disproportionality in student discipline on the basis of race, ethnicity and disability, as well as the training of school sentries, SRO’s, teachers and other school staff when responding to student behavior issues.  She also spoke about new discipline processes, resulting changes in student discipline rates, and monitoring of related data required by the NY State Attorney General in the Assurance of Discontinuance (AOD).  She said she is also looking at differences in student referrals for behavioral intervention, in School Suspension (ISS) and out of School Suspension (OSS) at individual schools.  She that the District continues to provide staff training 
   in cultural sensitivity and restorative processes.  

- Commissioner Shelley Skellington made suggestions about community based locations for contact with parents of students that may seem more welcoming for parents from the refugee community. 

- Commissioner Rosalie Young asked about student attendance levels and Commissioner Chol Majok asked about steps being taken to address attendance gaps and how to get district demographics info..   
Ms. Clark and Ms. Leroy were thanked for their willingness to speak with the Commission and for 

their open, frank and productive dialogue with Commissioners. 
3. Crystal Doody made a motion to accept the draft minutes of the October 2019 board meeting.  This 
motion was seconded by Leo Sanchez.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
4. Chair Dan Fellman stated that the Commission is sending certificates of appreciation to Commissioners whose term had ended. Fellman also reviewed open positions on the board and
reminded all that the January meeting would again be held as a Board Development session.  
5. Executive Director Barrie Gewanter thanked several Commissioners for doing tabling work shifts at
the Plowshares Craft Fair, and two for participating in a diversity training with Corrections Officers.
6. Under Old Business: 

a. Francis Parks provided an update about a social justice banner displayed by first Unitarian Church 
moved due to a town codes issue. It was agreed that no further action is needed from the Commission. 

b. Barrie Gewanter relayed a phone message from SPD Chief Buckner that he would welcome HRC 
assistance when his department introduced new policies and programs to the community. Crystal 
Doody reported about a meeting in the LGBTQAI Community about a new SPD policy addressing

officer interaction with people who may identify as Transgender.  Crystal suggested it may not be
appropriate for the Commission to assist SPD. as Chief Buckner suggested in his message to Barrie,
and that the Commission should more generally focus on helping community members learn about
interacting with police officers. Francis Parks suggested that the Commission write to invite Chief

Buckner back for more dialogue on this and other topics.  
c. On behalf of the Executive Committee, Rabbi Fellman acknowledged that no letter to the editor or 
other statement was issued in relation to the situation at Syracuse University, as was discussed in the 
previous board meeting. He also suggested that now that the students are on break, the Commission
should wait to see what occurs in January.  There were no objections. 
7. Under New Business:

a. Outgoing board secretary Bruce Carter conducted elections for board officers.  There were no new
nominations for secretary.  Tricia Wittkowski was willing to serve, and was approved by acclimation.  
b. Carter then opened nominations for Chair.  Sanjay Chhablani nominated Dan Fellman.  Leo Sanchez nominated Shelley Skellington.  Carter suggested this was not appropriate because her 2nd term was expiring on Dec. 31, 2019, and she could be replaced by the Mayor at any time.  He also suggested that making such a person an officer could cause instability in the organization. There was a discussion about the length of terms for Commissioners having been staggered by appointing 
authorities from 1-3 years when the Commission was reconstituted in 2016, and that the enabling legislation does not allow a Commissioner to serve more than 2 consecutive terms.  Carter clarified that this is without reference to the designated length of the initial term, and that a Commissioner who has served 2 consecutive terms cannot be reappointed for 12 months.  Carter also stated that these parameters are out of Commissioners control.  In response to a question from Leo Sanchez Carter clarified that NY State law says an appointed board member whose term has expired can continue to serve and participate in meetings until the appointing authority designates a replacement. Carter suggested that the Commission remind appointing authorities that all terms going forward should be 3 years.  Leo Sanchez nominated John Rushing for Chair, but he declined the nomination.  Shelley Skellington pointed out that last year Commissioners stated a desire to rotate leadership.  Sanjay Chhablani stated that he would be willing to serve as Vice Chair to continue this goal.  Carter stated that there was currently 1 nomination for the position of Chair.  Dan Fellman said he would be willing 
to serve as Chair for a 2nd year, but not beyond that.  Fellman was approved as Chair by acclimation. 
c. Carter opened the nominations for Co-Chair.  Sanjay Chhablani said that he would be happy to 
defer to Dave Pasinski or Crystal Doody.  Pasinski and Doody declined due to other current
obligations.  Chhablani was approved as Co-Chair by acclimation. 

d. Barrie Gewanter described a potential for the Commission to work with a professor at the SU Falk School on an annual one day symposium for social work students, perhaps with a focus on the lives 
and issues of refugees living in Onondaga County.  

8. Under Committee Reports:

a. Sanjay Chhablani reported that the Education Committee had not been able to meet, that two

members terms on the board had ended.  He suggested that the committee be reconstituted in January.   
b. David Pasinski stated that the Vulnerable Populations Committee met the week before Thanksgiving, and designated several doctors’ offices to approach for educational interventions based 
on reports related to provision of language assistance to LEP patients.  
c. Leo Sanchez reported he is working to get a next meeting with the sergeant assigned to work on the 
joint presentations with the Camillus PD.  In 2020, Crystal Doody will move to another committee. 
9. There being no other items for discussion, John Rushing made a motion to adjourn.  This was seconded by Chol Majok.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:10pm
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Commissioners, 
Barrie Gewanter, Executive Director 
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