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Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2018 Meeting
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on February 20, 2019
Present: Bruce Carter, Crystal Doody, Daniel Fellman, Bob Gardino, Starr Guckert, John
     Rushing, Suzette Melendez (on phone), David Pasinski, Leonardo Sanchez, Shelly
     Skellington, Mary Alice Smothers, Rosalie Young.

Excused: Jeff Tamburo, Khadijo Abdulkadir, Sanjay Chhablani, Francis Parks, Shiu Kai Chin

Absent: Steve Butler, Suzie Carman, Gabe Ramos

Community Members Present:     Ken Bush & Troy White 

County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy 

1. Meeting convened at 5:39 PM. 

2. Sarah Reckess, Esq., Director of the local office of the Center for Court Innovation presented on related resources available for intersection of legal system and clients at risk (especially Mental Health Court). Contact information: Sarah Reckess, Director Upstate Office of Center for Court Innovation (sreckess@nycourts.gov; phone 315-266-4332; cell 315-373-6468; 601 Tully Street; Syracuse, NY 13204. Website: http://courtinnovation.org.  Ms. Reckess also provided written materials about her organization.   There was some discussion of working with CCI to provide training in Title VI obligations/ procedures for members of the judiciary.  Information was requested about other CCI trainings in CNY. 
3. Statements from Visitors:

Mr. Troy White spoke briefly about the Black Leadership Commission on AIDS. 
4. Minutes for November 28, 2018 were approved unanimously.  Crystal made the motion and Shelly seconded the motion. 
5. Highlights from Commission Chair

a. Leo reported that a 12/4 meeting with County Executive Ryan McMahon went well.  He is aware of need for appointments and committed to making them.  Bruce and Dave P. participated.  A second meeting will be scheduled in early 2019 to discuss other matters related to the HRC. 
b. Executive Committee met to discuss agenda for this meeting.  Next meetings will be 
    January 7 and January 22, 2019 at Temple Concord.

c. Issue of open seats on Commission was discussed.  Once nominations are made, legislature has to vote to approve.  Related issues were expressed to Legislator Ken Bush who was present.

- 7 Commissioners whose terms end Dec. 31 2018:
CE Appointees:          Bruce Carter, Rabbi Fellman, Starr Guckert
Leg Appointees:        Crystal Doody & Khadijo Abdulkadir
Mayor Appointees:  Suzie & Shelly were finally reappointed on Nov. 28 - Dec. 2019 

        Re-Appointments of Sanjay & Jeff will be considered

- 5 Open Positions from Resignations:  CE: Rev. Alex, Rev. Mackey, J. Suslovic, G. Ramos
       Leg:  J. Suslovic 

d. No external speakers are lined up yet for February, March, or April board meetings.  
    Board members are asked to reach out to specific organizations or representatives for
    possible presentations.  Crystal reported that Josh Cotter from Legal Services is willing to

    speak to the board about their Jail and Juvenile Justice Initiative in Feb. or March 2019. 
e. Elections for Board Officers will be in February. Nominations should be forwarded to Leo
    Sanchez. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor.

f. The January meeting will be annual Board Development meeting on January 23rd at 5:30 PM. 

6. Executive Director Report 
a. Upcoming diversity training dates are 1/24 & 2/12 2019 in the County Office Building 

b. Thank you to John, Starr, Dave, Suzie, Crystal, Bruce, Rabbi Dan for Staffing Booth at the

     Plowshares Craft Fair

c. Barrie reviewed 3 advocacy updates –

1. A local hospital’s problematic handling of end of life decision making for an injured family member
2. A potential mediation of an internal conflict in a refugee community.  Rosalie Young said she would be willing to assist with this as needed
3. A new complaint related to a language assistance issue within the court system.  Crystal and Suzette said that they would be willing to assist with this as needed. 
7. Old business: Reports from Commissioner conversations with other HRCs are still being solicited.

8. New Business: Barrie presented a chart of stated goals and accomplishments for 2018 and possible goals for 2019.  Leo asked board members to review the chart prior to January 2019 board development session. 
9. Meeting adjourned at 7:02 PM.   The next board meeting will be at 5:30 PM at site to be determined.  Board members will bring a food dish to share (no pork or shellfish) and a card with ingredients. 
Respectfully submitted,

D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary 

& Barrie Gewanter, Director
