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APPROVED Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

November 28, 2018 Meeting Date
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on Dec. 12, 2018_
Present: Khadijo Abulkadir, Suzie Carman, Bruce Carter, Sanjay Chhablani, Shiu Kai Chin, Crystal
     Doody, Rabbi Dan Fellman (co-chair), Bab Gardino, Starr Guckert, Suzette Melendez, 
     Dave Pasinski John Rushing, Jeff Tamburo, Rosalie Young. 

Excused Shelly Skellington, Francis Parks, Steve Butler

Absent: Rev.  Bernard Alex, Gabe Ramos
Community Members Present: None
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy 

1. Meeting began at 5:37 PM
a. Rabbi Fellman announced that Commission Chair Leo Sanchez had hip surgery 2 weeks ago but fell today in his house on the way to the meeting. He is going to the hospital and cannot attend this evening. Rabbi Fellman will chair this meeting.

b. Damian Pratt (Juvenile Justice & Detention Coordinator; Onondaga County Dept. CFS) was introduced and presented on he Juvenile Justice Services in Onondaga County. A small percentage of youth in the county are getting into trouble; the majority of youth are not involved. The slides for his presentation are attached. Commissioners asked a number of questions for clarification and further information. 

2. October board minutes were not yet available for review

3. No visitors were present so no recognition was necessary.

4. Highlights from Commission Chair

a. Executive Committee met 11/26 to discuss agenda for 11/28 meeting; next meeting is


    Monday 12/10 at 5 PM at Temple Concord (Rabbi’s office)

b. Leo has a meeting set up with County Exec (Ryan McMahon) regarding reappointments of

   Commissioners. Rabbi Fellman will be meeting with county legislator Linda Ervin. 

c. The Syracuse Mayor has reappointed Suzie and Shelly; he will consider reappointing Sanjay 


   & Jeff
d. Nominations for Board Executive members are open. Vote is likely to occur at the February 

   meeting.

e. Discussion of representatives for presentations were discussed. 

f. January 2019 meeting will be Board Development meeting; it will be a potluck. Please

  provide list of ingredients on a card so everyone can know what your dish contains.

5. Report from Executive Director 
a. Upcoming Diversity Trainings will be held on 12/11/18 & 1/24/19 & 2/12/19 
b. Commissioner staffing for work shifts at the Plowshares Craft Fair was reviewed

c. Availability of tickets for the 1/27 Dr. M. L. King Event at SU was discussed
d. Barrie has re-scheduled a Disability Awareness Training for Circare Staff to 2/15/19
e. Barrie and Starr reported on the first 2 educational intervention meetings with administrators of 

   medical practices and programs about patients language assistance needs
f. Information from the Syracuse Mayor’s office was provided in Commissioner packets about 

   new Syracuse Police Chief Buckner
6. Old Business was discussed. 

a. No progress on UN Human Rights Day recognition. Several suggestions were made for follow-up.

b. Reports on contacts with other HRC directors. This will be discussed at December meeting.

7. New Business:

a. 2019 Meeting dates were selected as follows: January 23, February 20, and March 27

b. Locations were discussed; locations will be announced later. 

8. Announcements were made (details in handouts)

9. Meeting adjourned at 6:55.

Respectfully submitted,

D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary
with input from Barrie Gewanter, Director

