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DRAFT
 Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes

DRAFT
October 23, 2019 Meeting
APPROVED in HRC Meeting on 12/18/19
Present: Bruce Carter, Shiu-Kai Chin, Daniel Fellman, Bob Gardino, Suzette Melendez, Francis Parks, Dave Pasinski, John Rushing, Leo Sanchez, Shelley Skellington, Jeff Tamburo, Tricia 

Wittkowski, Rosalie Young
Excused: Mary Alice Smothers, Crystal Doody

Absent: Ali Adan, Khadijo Abdulkadir, Steve Butler, Sanjay Chhablani
Community Members Present: Mikael Anderson
County Staff Present: Barrie Gewanter & Montanette Murphy (Human Rights Dept.)

Guest Speakers: None
1. Meeting was called to order at 5:39 pm
2. Minutes of August 28, 2019 and September 18, 2019 were reviewed. John Rushing moved 

approval; Leo Sanchez seconded. Minutes were approved unanimously.

3. Mikael Anderson was recognized as a visitor.

4. Announcements

5. Chair report

a. Terms of Commissioners were discussed. Rabbi Fellman announced that Bruce Carter had resigned effective January 1, 2020. 4 positions are open: 2 County executive (Mackey and Suslovic resignations), 1 Legislative (Murphy resignation), 1 Mayor (Carman resignation). 1st term ends 12/31/19: Gardino, Butler, and Rushing.  John Rushing has been reappointed to a 2nd term by the Mayor.  Gardino is interested in being reappointed to a 2nd term.  2nd term ends 12/31/19-  Chin, Parks, Skellington.  They cannot be appointed to another continuous
term, but can be reappointed after 12 months of not serving on the board.
b. Questions for the Police Chief were solicited. Questions need to be submitted to Barrie 

by November 6, 2019.  Bob Gardino said that he was appointed to the Chief’s Advisory 

Committee as a result of his work with Neighborhood Watch.   Francis added that the NAACP 

is willing to speak at an HRC meeting, but the President needs potential dates.
c. Nominations for officers (Chair, co-Chair, and Secretary) are solicited; election will occur at 

December meeting.  
d. The Executive Committee has planned a Board development meeting for January that will 

include a potluck meal and a reassessment of the committee structure as needed for 2020.
e. Vandalism at May Memorial Unitarian and St. Albans Episcopal Church were discussed as was potential responses from HRC. Frances Parks will contact the minister at First Universalist Unitarian church which was asked to remove a Black Lives matter flag. She will 
report back. Rabbi Fellman is in touch with May Memorial. Bob Gardino will contact clergy at St. Albans. Commissioners were encouraged to attend event at May Memorial on 11/5 from
noon to 1 PM. HRC asked Bruce Carter (as Board Secretary) to draft a press release.
f. The response from the NY State Department of Health regarding funding (failure to fund) for 
LGBTQ agencies in the Syracuse/Onondaga County area. Letter was attached to Agenda.

6. Executive Director’s Report

a. County Executive has decided to reorganize into a new Diversity and Inclusion Department to which Dept. of Human Rights (Barrie) will report. Responsibilities will be largely the same 

although Barrie will report to a new Director of the Office. Office will be on the 15th floor.

b. Barrie participated in a meeting to address interpreting for hearing impaired refugees in medical settings. Meeting was very productive. Meeting was characterized as a beginning not 
an end point.

c. Barrie assisted Onondaga Votes in registering inmates at the jail; 79 were registered; 70

absentee ballots were distributed.

d. Next Syracuse Police Department Forum is Tuesday November 12 at 5:30 PM in the City Hall

Commons Atrium.

e. Barrie is working with Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation on Kairos Blanket exercises that 

will be done with 11th graders in the Syracuse City School District 10/21 to 12/3/19.

7. Committee Chair reports

a. Education and Youth- There has been progress on the DASA Outreach and Guide to Human 
Rights. The HRC intern has completed the list of DASA coordinators at the district level. 

Francis and Bruce reported that there will be no HR Day event in December because we have 

no willing co-sponsor and had no response from the church leaders at the last venue. 
b. Underserved/Vulnerable Populations: Dave Pasinski and Rosalie Young met to try to identify 
a time when Committee could meet. Further discussion followed.  Suzette Melendez 

suggested the committee research on how to incentivize providers to provide interpretation.
c. Police & Community Relations Report: Committee is moving forward. Barrie and Crystal met with the Camillus Police Chief. Once Camillus schedules community forums, HRC should send
out letter to police chiefs in other jurisdictions.

8. Discussion followed of 2020 meeting dates. 

a. January 22nd, Feb 25th, March 25thMay 20th, July 22nd,  August 26th, September 23rd, October 21st, November 18th,and December 16th. The January meeting will be a Board development meeting. February, April, July, September, and November will be Committee meetings; 
March, May, August, October, and December meetings will be Business meetings. 

b. Motion to approve dates for the year was made and seconded. Unanimous vote to approve.

9. Several Commission meetings were scheduled for 2020.
10. There was a brief discussion about the potential for rising rent and property taxes after the community grid is established in place of I-81 in the City of Syracuse, as well as the differential impact this may have on home ownership.   Suzette commented on the effect of gentrification on rent stabilization in NYC and the high incidence of lead exposure in some lower-income 
neighborhoods in the city of Syracuse.
11. The meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,  
D. Bruce Carter, Commission Secretary

(with Barrie Gewanter, Director)
