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2007 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

ORGANIZATION 
 
 The Onondaga County Board of Elections is a County Office, responsible for all Federal, State, 
County, City and Town elections, along with the Village of Manlius.  Under present law, all villages 
(except Manlius) and school district elections, as well as fire, water and other special district elections, do 
not fall under the jurisdiction of the Board of Elections at this time. 
 
 The structure, responsibilities and duties of the Board are set forth in the New York State Election 
Law.  Formal Board meetings and documentation of actions, discussion and decisions are being 
maintained. 
 
 The Board of Elections is located on the 15th floor of the Civic Center at 421 Montgomery Street, 
Syracuse, New York. 
 

HAVA/NEW YORK STATE ELECTION CONSOLIDATION/IMPROVEMENT ACT 
 

In March of 2006, the Federal Department of Justice initiated a lawsuit to force NYS to create a 
specific written HAVA implementation and compliance plan.  A consent order issued by US District Court 
Judge Gary L. Sharpe (Albany, NY) provided for an interim (Plan B) disabled voter-accessible ballot 
marking device (BMD) to be used on a limited basis in each county only in the 2006 elections, as well as 
specific timelines for full implementation of new voting systems after August 2007.  Using BMDs was 
recognized by disabled advocacy groups, as well as elections commissioners, as not HAVA compliant. 

 
For the 2007 Primary and General elections, County Boards of Election (CBOE) were challenged 

to decide between federal and state case law and NYS legislation passed this summer regarding the use 
of lever voting machines and the use of accessible ballot marking devices.  NYS passed legislation in 
2007 that proscribed the use of lever machines and the limited use of ballot marking devices in all 
counties, essentially in conformity with the 2006 consent order issued by federal Judge Sharpe.  
However, the judge never amended his order to allow the use of lever machines nor the counting of 
ballots for voters who did not vote at their assigned polling place.  In addition, there were no certified 
HAVA and NYS compliant replacement voting systems available for purchase and use.   

 
As a result, the least unlawful voting procedure would have been to have all voters cast their 

ballots at their polling place as a paper emergency ballot.  The fact that there were only local and no 
federal elections involved served as the legal basis for commissioners of elections to conduct the 2007 
elections.  Commissioners decided to thus use the time-tested, user-friendly lever machines.  CBOEs 
also used the BMDs on the same basis.  However, affidavit ballots for all elections, per case law, required 
they be cast in the proper polling place or they could not be counted. Panio v. Sunderland, 2005 NY Lexis 
101 (NYS Ct of Appeals 2005).   

 
At our Onondaga County Board of Elections, we believed it would be disingenuous and 

misleading to have disabled voters use a centralized BMD and not be able to count their ballots.  
However, after written advice from the NYS BOE, we decided to use the 2006 approach for disabled 
voters.  They could use assistance to vote on their lever machine or on an absentee ballot or use a 
centralized BMD to mark ballots and then manually count them.  This process worked fine. 

 
As elections administrators, we share the goals of HAVA, which are to improve and standardize 

the election process.  New York State has made it more difficult to comply with HAVA.  The initial time 
delays conveyed a perception that NYS was not making a good faith effort to comply, as all other states 
and territories had done.  NYS immediately adopted the higher VVSG (Voluntary Voting System 
Guidelines) standards as a precondition for certifying a replacement voting system.  The rest of the 
country based their decision as to which replacement voting system to purchase on those voting systems 
that had already been certified to the 2002 Federal Election Commission standards.  The voting system 
vendors continue to develop new technology in an effort to attain VVSG compliance.  However, to date, 
no voting system has been VVSG certified.  This leaves New York State in an untenable bind.  In 
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December, Judge Sharpe ordered all NYS counties to use a BMD in every polling place for the 2008 
primary and general elections. 

PERSONNEL AND BUDGET 
 
 In keeping with state mandate, two Commissioners, one Republican and one Democrat 
administer the Board of Elections.  The Commissioners are recommended by their respective County 
committees and appointed by the County Legislature every 2 years.  The Board had 18 full time positions.   
 

Both Commissioners’ terms will end on December 31, 2008.   

 
 2007 was a local election year.  County Executive, District Attorney, Comptroller, (1) Family Court 
Judge, (19) County Legislators, (3) City of Syracuse City Court Judge, City Auditor, (2) City Councilors At 
Large, (5) City District Councilors; (4) Commissioners of Education, (120) Town Offices, and a state 
proposition.  Sixty-five (65) different ballot styles were used for the General Election.  
 
 The Board of Elections is funded solely by the County of Onondaga.  The 2007 adopted 
appropriations include the following: 
 
Total 2007 Budget 
 
Total County Budget    $ 2,613,709 
 
Salaries (full time)   $    683,481 
 
Salaries*(temporary)   $    557,106 
(*includes temporary clerks, election inspectors, voting machine technicians, training consultants) 
 

ELECTION COST  
 
 Onondaga County is now responsible for paying all election costs that were once partially     
funded by the City of Syracuse and the 19 townships.  The Board is now responsible for the costs of 
storing, transporting and maintaining voting machines, paying machine custodians, political party 
representatives and election inspectors.  The County Board of Elections reviews all polling places for use 
and accessibility and tests and certifies all voting machines in Onondaga County.  There are 562 voting 
machines in Onondaga County. 
 
 There were no county election charge backs to municipalities for 2007.  HAVA will have some 
one time reimbursements that will require future annual operating expenditures.  HAVA requires the 
county to maintain a pre-HAVA level of expenditures.  There will be a need to follow federal and NYS 
contract processes especially for the purchase of new voting systems.  The CBOE had never been 
involved in this process.   
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HAVA – HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002 
 
 New federal legislation (HAVA) was signed into law on 10/29/02.  This federal mandate required 
all states to implement new voter registration forms and required additional documentation to be 
submitted with all registration applications by mail by first time voters in New York State.  An interactive 
computerized registration data file was finally established statewide.  Improvements and replacement of 
our lever voting machines is provided for.  Each Board of Election was initially mandated to be in 
compliance by the general election in 2004.  The State requested and it was approved for a waiver to 
delay implementation until 1/1/06.  Federal funding is being provided for the first time to ensure 
compliance with these new election administration requirements.  The New York State legislation required 
to fully implement HAVA was passed in June 2005. 
 
 The new Federal Legislation “Help America Vote Act” (HAVA) became effective January 1, 2003.  
Phase 1 was implemented in 2004.  This required voter registration applications to have a New York 
State driver’s license number or the last four digits of social security numbers from any first time voter in 
Onondaga County who has registered to vote since January 1, 2003.  We also were required to receive a 
copy of Identification for any of these new applicants registering to vote by mail. 
 
 We continued to work with the towns to maintain the lever voting machines in their current 
locations.  Their willingness to remain partners with us in election activities has enabled us to conduct 
difficult Primary and General elections. 

 
VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

 HAVA requires the creation of a statewide, interactive, real time voter registration data file that is 
tied into our county registration system as well as state and federal agencies.  This was fully activated this 
summer.   
 
 Transparency and Documentation requirements caused by NVRA/HAVA implementation and 
NYS consolidation significantly and permanently increased the CBOE workload.  This, in turn, has 
stretched our staff beyond the limits.   
 
 Four (4) temporary staff were hired to help complete the full document voter registration 
application conversion.  When this process is completed, we will have captured the full registration record 
for each voter and will be able to destroy the records two years after this is done.  This eliminates a 
substantial part of our filing requirements.  This will also allow us to free up valuable space now used to 
store these records.  The task is 80% completed. 
 
 The qualifications for voting in New York State are as follows:  18 years of age by Election Day, 
citizen of the United States, and a resident of the State and County for 30 days prior to election.  
Residents of the County are allowed to register up to 25 days prior to an election during the year.   
1202 voter registration forms were delivered to the Office of the Board of Elections in person.  
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 293,470 (Active/Inactive) residents of Onondaga County were registered to vote for the 2007 
General Election.  This number includes 25,309 inactive voters.  Under the National Voter Registration 
Act [NVRA] a voter must be made inactive if mail sent to them is returned as undeliverable.  If they remain 
inactive for 2 successive Federal elections, their registration will be canceled.  Voters can activate 
themselves by voting, signing a petition or notifying the Board that they still reside at the address 
indicated in the Board's files.   
 
 The Board processed 22,010 registration application forms during the year.  This number 
includes 16,905 mail registration applications.  Not all of these registrations were new voters.  Many of 
them moved from one part of Onondaga County to another.  Registered voters who move within 
Onondaga County remain registered and can vote at their new polling place on election day by affidavit 
ballot.  We processed 367 affidavit ballots during the September 18th primary, of which 122 were valid and 
704 for the general elections on November 6th, of which 568 were valid in 2007. 
 
 The restraining order placed on New York State in 2002 by the Court to maintain the voter files on 
the Green, Liberal, Right to Life, Marijuana Reform and Libertarian Parties was lifted.  Pursuant to the 
federal court decision in the Green Party case of 2005, local election boards are mandated to keep 
enrollment numbers for the following groups/independent bodies until 2010:  Green, Libertarian, Socialist 
Workers, Rent Too High Party.  These are independent bodies which had gubernatorial candidates on the 
November ballot in 2006.  These independent bodies are treated as though they are recognized parties 
for enrollment purposes only.  In 2007, there were a total of 865 Green, 69 Libertarian, 0 Socialist 
Workers, 0 Rent Too High and 92 other parties.  (See chart #1) 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
 Our Commissioners reviewed the election process with several groups during the year.  They 
included the Russian Leadership Programs sponsored by the Open World Leadership Center, students in 
the Fabius-Pompey High School Government Classes, Syracuse University Newhouse School and the 
Maxwell School of Syracuse University.  The Board of Elections is often asked to speak at high schools 
and community meetings on such topics as the importance of voting; registering to vote; organizing a 
registration drive; and voting procedures. 
 
 New York State Election Law 3-212.4(b)(1) requires each Board of Elections to designate a 
registration activity coordinator.  It is the responsibility of this coordinator to develop a written voter 
education and registration plan, to contact every school district, college, and university in our county, and 
to implement this plan, in conjunction with the educational institutions' plans and programs.   
 
 In 2007, 15,955 registration forms were distributed to the high schools, town and village offices, 
various libraries and post office branches.  An additional 1,400 voter registration forms were distributed to 
various other groups along with 990 forms mailed out to individuals upon request. 
 
The following is a partial listing of the many diverse groups that organized registration drives: 
 
Colleges and most area High Schools 
Onondaga Community College, Syracuse University, OCM Boces, Syracuse Educational Opportunity 
Center, Johnston Vocational Center, Phillips Hair Institute, Baker High School, Onondaga Central High 
School, Westhill High School and Syracuse City School District, 
 
Professional Associations & Labor Unions 
C.S.E.A. Local 834, Painters Local #31, Teamsters Local #317, United Steelworkers of America Local 
#1277 
 
Human Services, Community, & Neighborhood Organizations 
NAACP, The League of Women Voters, Job Corp, Marcellus Olde Home Days, Hancock Agency and 
Syracuse Area Latinos 
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Enrollment Numbers - Onondaga County
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As registration deadlines approached, press releases were faxed to all area media in August, September 
and October. General information faxes were also sent to local media as Election Days grew nearer 
informing the general public of polling hours, polling places, and phone numbers to call for questions. 
Public access television stations and a number of radio stations agreed to regularly broadcast registration 
deadlines and phone numbers at the Board of Elections to call for more information.  Registration 
deadlines and mail registration forms were posted on our website for voters to access.   
 
 Currently, about 84% of approximately 350,000 eligible voters (citizens’ 18 years and over) are 
registered to vote in Onondaga County.  

 
POLLING PLACES 
 
 There were 202 regular polling sites in Onondaga County in 2007.  The Board of Elections office 
was used as an additional polling place for the General Elections where the PLAN B voting machine was 
located. 
 
 We eliminated polling places that clearly were not accessible per federal ADA standards.  Board 
staff attended training sessions to allow us and our staff to determine what makes a location accessible.  
All polling sites in Onondaga County signed a five year lease in the year 2006, which allow them 
permanent fixes to their site with HAVA funds.  If a site owner indicating they were not interested in fixing 
their location themselves, we offered to permanently fix their site for them or furnish a temporary fix for 
election days.   This was Onondaga County results: 
 

Total sites in Onondaga County      202 
Total permanent fixes                         13 
Total temporary fixes     73 
Total sites fixed themselves  116 

 
 Our office has been working with Hawthorne Consulting Group to help us with this transition.  
Staff from our office, Hawthorne Consulting Group and a representative from Onondaga County Highway 
Department met and put a plan together for our accessibility fixes.  The Highway Department has a 
contract with Cornerstone Paving Company that was able to perform the permanent fixes that included 
blacking out the existing striping and installed and repaired signs and striped disabled parking aisles and 
access aisles.  This was completed by the 2007 September Primary Election.  
 
 Also with the help of Onondaga County Highway Department we were able to determine the 
quantity needed of accessible parking signs, access isle signs, ramps, retro fit door grips, threshold 
covers, rubber wedges, temporary stands, passenger drop and cones.  Sign posts were purchased 
through the highway department’s contract. We increase our order by 50% for new polling sites and if 
some temporary fixes got either misplaced or damaged. These temporary and permanent fixes were 
purchased with HAVA grant funds. 
 
 We trained the voting machine custodians on temporary solutions to bring Onondaga County 
polling places into compliance with the Federal Help Americans Vote Act (HAVA). There is a window of 
48 hours that the temporary fixes can be setup and taken down at each election.   

  
 The temporary fixes for the 2007 general election were distributed with the election day supply 
bags. In most cases, the temporary fixes were picked up by town highway department or a trucking 
company hired by the Board for delivery with voting machines.  
 
 We decided to keep the temporary fixes at each polling site until after the Presidential Primary in 
2008.  All but 7 sites allow us to store the fixes at their locations.  
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ELECTION DISTRICTS 
 
 In 2007, there were 464 Election Districts in Onondaga County.  Five (5) of these were non-
working districts.  There is an average registration of 584 voters in each district.  In 2007, the smallest 
district contained 3 voters (City 5-8 & 6-8) and the largest had an enrollment of 1354 voters (City 16-1).  
Normally, a district would be split if it contained more than 1000 voters. 
 
 
 

MAIL CHECK CARDS 
 
 In late August, the Board is required to send a notice to each voter to determine if they still reside 
at the same address as in our files.  The card also contains information that can be useful to the voter, 
including polling place location, whether or not it is accessible to the handicapped, dates and times for 
primary and general elections and information about registration and absentee voting.  Of the 263,899 
individual mail check cards mailed out in 2007, 19,376 of these were returned to the Board as moves 
within the county, undeliverable, post office boxes, left no forwarding address, etc.  A number of these 
voters use post offices boxes and have not moved.  The Board again used NTS Data Services to process 
our mail check cards in 2007.   
 
 Two (2) temporary clerks were hired to complete the returned mail check cards that indicated the 
voter had moved.  Having the voter’s registration updated for the first time before the general election 
deceased affidavit voting by 28%.   
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VOTING MACHINES TECHNICIANS/CUSTODIANS 
 
 Two (2) full time Onondaga County Voting Machine Custodians are responsible for maintaining, 
testing, and preparing the machines for each election district within Onondaga County with the assistance 
of centralized voting machine technicians. 
 
 In 2007, there were 21 additional voting machine technicians in Onondaga County for the general 
election and 20 additional voting machine technicians for the primary election.  Each Voting Machine 
Custodian is appointed by the Board of Elections each year.   When the Board of Elections became 
centralize in 2006, technician decreased from 26 in 2005.  This was due to the rate of compensation and 
new duties with geographic changes. In 2007 voting machine technician rate of pay was $16 an hour. 
 
 We trained the voting machine custodians on temporary solutions to bring Onondaga County 
polling places into compliance with the Federal Help Americans Vote Act.  They were successful at 
setting up and taken down the temporary fixes in the 48 hour time frame. 
 
 In 2007, every voting machine in Onondaga County was tested by a technician and another staff 
person prior to each of the elections to insure that the correct ballots were in the voting machines and that 
the machines were working properly. 
 
 The number of machines used for each election in 2007 was as follows: 
 
ELECTION   TOTAL 
Primary September 18th         212 
General November 6th      459  
 
 Additional spare machines were prepared in case of breakdowns before each election.  Also, 136 
voting machines were loaned to unions ( 5 ), schools ( 105 ), villages ( 23 ) and libraries ( 3 ) for elections 
and to schools for demonstration purposes during the year.  
 

SERVICE CENTER 
 
 On January 15, 2006, all lever voting machines within the towns and City of Syracuse became 
county equipment.  Onondaga County’s North Area Facility became our new Service Center on April 1, 
2006 . 
 
 We worked with the town clerks and town supervisors to maintain the lever voting machines 
within their town locations, to transport these voting machines to and from polling places.  They agreed to 
assist in returning sensitive voting materials on election nights to the County Board of Elections.   All lever 
voting machines and temporary disabled fixes remain at the town location with the exception of the Town 
of Cicero.  The Cicero machines are stored at the North Area facility.   
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ELECTION INSPECTORS 
 
 New York State Election Law requires 4 inspectors (2 Republicans and 2 Democrats) in each 
election district.  The chairs of the (2) major political parties recommends these inspectors.  In 2007, 
2,363 election inspectors were appointed.  Due to the consolidation of election activities regarding 
election inspectors’ pay and annual training, an increased work load has fallen on our election inspector 
coordinators.  Election inspectors are paid $150 for working the General Election Day and $100 on 
Primary day.  The Board of Elections also recruits inspectors from mail registration forms, signing up on 
Election Day and mail check cards.  More than 214 people responded on the mail registration forms.  In 
addition, inspector-recruiting signup sheets were put in each blue supply bag that were sent to the polling 
sites throughout Onondaga County for those voters who may be interested in this position.  There were 
approximately 585 such prospective inspectors.   
  
 We developed and implement a training program with Onondaga Community College (OCC) for 
inspectors.  The new voting system, a new focus on disability sensitivity and NYS laws created a new 
requirement to train and test all inspectors annually versus one third of inspectors every three years.  In 
order to accomplish this, we had more hands on classes with fewer inspectors in each class.  This 
created a need for more than our one team to train and test them.   
 
 Our staff and OCC worked together to create a powerpoint presentation that would allow 
extensive training of the election inspectors.  This wasn’t as smooth a transition as one would have liked 
but our staff continues to work with OCC to improve the method of training and improve communication 
during the training and testing. 
 
 In 2007, a total of 2,967 election inspectors were invited to attend a 3 hour Hands On training 
session and take the inspector test for certification.  A total of 2,388 inspectors attended this training.  Out 
of this number a total of 20 inspectors failed the test and 5 inspectors left the meeting without taking the 
test.  The average number of people in each meeting was 61.  The training included actually handling all 
paperwork used at a polling place during an election.  Each inspector was also shown, as part of their 
training, how to open and close a voting machine.  39 Hands-on Training meetings were held between 
July and October and each class lasted about 2 1/2 - 3 hours.   
 

ADDITIONAL INSPECTORS 
 
 Onondaga County has a goal to maintain a list of 50 Emergency Inspectors for Election Day. 
These inspectors are never assigned to a polling place prior to Election Day.  They are called into service 
if a regular inspector becomes ill or fails to appear at the polling place.  These people sign a contract 
agreeing to work anywhere in the county where they are needed.  They must remain by their phone until 
4PM on primary and general election days. Attendance at a training meeting is also required.  If a 
vacancy does occur, they are paid the daily rate.  If they are not used, Emergency Inspectors are paid 
$40 for General Election, $40 for Primary Election and $25 for a training meeting.   A total of 11 
emergency inspectors were used for the general election while 22 were keep on retainer and paid a $40 
fee for that day. 
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BALLOT ACCESS 
 
 Certain towns hold caucuses to select their candidates, but most candidates are required to file 
petitions to seek public office.  All petitions for candidates for public office or party position, entirely within 
Onondaga County, are filed with this Board.  Anyone seeking an office that crosses county lines is 
required to file in Albany at the New York State Board of Elections. 
 
 In 2007, candidates for public office filed 197 party designating petitions and 11 Party position 
petitions along with 6 opportunity to ballot petitions.  Each petition is logged in by Board staff and each 
candidate for public office is notified in writing that a petition has been filed on his/her behalf and the 
candidate is given an opportunity to accept or decline the designation or nomination.  Any objections to 
the designation of a candidate are filed with the Board and ruled upon by the Commissioners.  In 2007, 
there were 15 challenges to petitions filed.  The Board received specifications on 2 of the challenges and 
the Board sustained the (2) petition challenges from these specifications.  The Board threw out 5 petitions 
on their face value.  Also, candidates desiring to run on an independent line are required to file 
independent nominating petitions.  In 2007, 10 independent nominating petitions were filed.  There was 1 
challenge along with specifications for these independent petitions.  The Board sustained these 
specifications. Additionally, 27 Certificates of Nomination were filed.  There were no challenges with 
specifications filed on the certificates filed.  Party authorizations are filed for candidates who are not 
members of a Party for which the candidate wants that Party endorsement/line.  There were 
authorizations filed on behalf of (5) Republican Party candidate, (2) Democratic Party candidate, (153) 
Independence Party candidates, (2) Conservative Party candidates and (1) Working Families Party 
candidates.  There were 47 objections filed on the individual independence party authorizations filed.  Of 
those filed with our office, 11 candidates were not on the November ballot.   
 
A vacancy occurred in the office of Town Assessor – Town of Lafayette on October 4, 2007, due to the 
death of a candidate.  State law allows for a substitute candidate if a vacancy occurs more than 7 days 
before the election.  All five recognized party’s nominated replacement candidates.   
 
 



 

 11 

ABSENTEE VOTING 
 
 Registered voters who will be outside of Onondaga County on Election Day and those who are 
physically unable to appear at the polls are eligible to receive absentee ballots. There are several types of 
absentee voters: 
 
A.  MILITARY--Members of the Armed Forces and their dependents. 
 
B.  REGULAR--Voters who are out of the county, or ill on Election Day or Primary Day. 
 
C.  PERMANENTLY DISABLED--These voters are on a permanent list and receive a ballot for each 
election. 
 
In 2007 the numbers of absentees processed are as follows: 
 
TYPE OF     ELECTION DATE 
ABSENTEE  
    Sept. 18th     Nov. 6th   
    DEM REP IND CON WOR      ALL 
Military 
  Mailed        39    141     1     1     0       255 
Returned       12     47     0     0     0         73 
 
Regular 
  Mailed      368   449      4     5     0    3,334 
  Returned     278   390      1     3     0    2,872 
 
Permanent Disabled 
  Mailed      596   852   18     2     0    1,957 
  Returned     392   464     6     0     0    1,412 
 
TOTAL 
  Mailed    1,003 1,442   23     8     0    5,546 
  Returned      682    901     7     3     0    4,357 
             
 
 The total number of voters that voted in person at their polling place that had returned an 
absentee ballot to our office in 2007 were 2 at the September Primary and 12 at the General Election. 
 
 In 2007, the Board of Elections hand delivered ballots to nursing homes with more than five 
residents voting absentee.  The ballots are delivered and voted under supervision of a bipartisan team 
from the Board.  During the September Primary Election, 11 nursing homes were visited and a total of 
153 ballots processed.  In the General Election, 11 nursing homes were visited and a total of 182 ballots 
processed. 
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PAPER BALLOT COUNTING 
 
 The Board counts all paper ballots centrally using a Sequoia Voting System optical scanner and 
ballot tabulating machines.  The electronic absentee counting system greatly enhances and expedites our 
recanvass procedures.  This machine counts all paper ballots – absentees, affidavits and emergencies.  
Candidates receive their official vote tally earlier and this office can certify election results with the State 
Board of Elections prior to the deadline. 
 

COURT ORDERS 
 
 Voters who failed to register in time for the primary or general elections can obtain a court order.  
Our office had lawyers from the Democratic and Republican parties available at the Board of Elections to 
assist voters in completing the necessary forms to present to the Supreme Court Judges on Election Day.  
There was 1 Court Order processed at the September 18th Primary and 18 court orders processed for the 
November 6th General Election.  After obtaining a court order, a voter is allowed to vote on the machine in 
their home election district.  A total of (9) court orders were voted on the voting machines, (1) was voted 
by an affidavit ballot and (8) court orders were voted by absentee ballot. 
 
 

ELECTION RESULTS 
 

In 2007, a bipartisan team of supervisors, appointed by the Commissioners, operated the Election 
night reporting system.  The Board of Elections staff set up the Election Center.  The system provides the 
public, candidates, and the media with quick and accurate unofficial results.  Election Central is located in 
Room 803 in the County Office Building.  
 
 Using a phone bank of 20 phones for the Primary Election and 55 phones for the General 
Election, results are called in by Election Inspectors and entered directly into terminals by County 
Information Technology personnel.  Results are available within minutes of the close of polls.   
  
 Election Night Personnel are compensated at a rate of $15 for working 2-2 ½ hrs.  It is becoming 
more difficult to recruit election night personnel based on the rate of compensation for that night.   
 
 The Board requires Inspectors to return their supplies on election night.  City inspectors are 
required to deliver their supplies directly to the Civic Center.  The towns, however, with the help of the 
town clerk, assists the Board in the return of voting materials on election night.  This method provides 
increased security for elections materials and also prevents a last minute scramble if the Board receives a 
Court Order to secure election materials. 
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CANVASS OF RESULTS 
 
 All voting machines are recanvassed by paid party representatives--one representing the 
Republican and one representing the Democratic parties.  They are responsible for verifying the machine 
results reported by the election inspectors.  This is usually completed within 48 hours of each special, 
primary or general election.   
 
 An order of impoundment of all paper ballots pertinent to the September 18th Primary Election for 
Onondaga County Executive race was received in our office on September 19th.  The impoundment order 
remained in effect until after all paper ballots were counted.  Our office counted all paper ballots on 
September 25th.  During this waiting period, our office was able to determine all valid affidavits voted at 
the polls and check all affidavits and absentee ballots against the poll books to make sure that the voter 
did not vote in their current or previous home district.   
 
 After the counting of all paper ballots for the November 6th General Election, results showed a (2) 
vote margin for the Town of Salina Justice race.  Candidates proceeded with court actions to determine if 
the Board had counted all the paper ballots.  This process continued through the court system.  The 
Board certified all the election results pertaining to the November 6th General Election with the exception 
of this one race.  As of the end of 2007, the court had not ruled on this case.   
 
 The Commissioners oversee the counting of absentee, affidavit, emergency and military ballots.  
They are responsible for ruling on any questionable ballot.  New York State Election Law, Section 10-114 
increased the time for military ballots to be received at a Board of Elections from 7 days to 13 days after a 
General Election.  Absentee ballots are not counted on election night after the polls close.  The paper 
ballots are normally counted on the Tuesday after the General Election. 
 

All paper ballots were inspected and scanned with appropriate headers and end sheets.  After all 
paper ballots were scanned, a final summary report was generated.  The results were then downloaded 
and merged with the voting machine totals. 
 
 The paper ballot and machine results are merged and entered directly on the computer terminal.  
Board personnel then verify all entries.  The official canvass is certified by the Commissioners and 
forwarded to the State Board of Elections.  Bound copies of this document are printed in February and 
distributed to candidates and other interested parties upon request. 
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VOTER PARTICIPATION--2007 
 

NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS  NUMBER VOTING  TURNOUT % 
 
Sept. 18th Primary: 
 
    DEM:  County Executive  89,499   15,074    17 
 Syracuse 4th Council Dist  7,067     1,132    16 
 
    REP:  County Executive  91,522   21,125    23 
 Town of Lysander    5,920     1,176    20 
 Town of Manlius    8,606     2,424    28 
 Town of Salina     7,104     1,549    22 
 Town of Skaneateles    2,664       812    30 
 Town of Tully       788       323    41 
 
    IND 16th County Legislator      294         12      4 
 Town of Lysander      469         14      3 
 Town of Manlius      744         72    10 
 Town of Salina       814         67      8 
 Town of Skaneateles      197         13      7 
 
    CON Syracuse 3rd Council Dist     157          9      6 
 Town of Lysander      219         30    14 
 Town of Manlius      300       107    36 
 Town of Salina       385         83    22 
 
    WOR  16th County Legislator        68         13    19 
 Town of Cicero         84         18    21 
 Town of Salina       100           9      9 
 
Nov.6th General Election: 
All Parties (active only)            268,161   123,203   46% 
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FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE 
 
 As of January 1, 2006 the New York State Election Law requires all local candidates and 
committees to file electronically with the State Board of Elections as well as a hard copy with the our 
county Board of Elections. 
 
 All candidates whether they are local or state are now required to file with the State Board of 
Elections.  Candidates for Federal offices file with the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 
 
 Candidates running for office in 2007 were required to file reports preceding and following each 
election or primary in which they were involved.  There were 101 active local candidates, 31 party 
committees and 9 PACs in 2007 who filed. 
 
 Additionally, approximately 155 political committees and candidates remain active throughout the 
calendar year.  They file periodic statements each January and July.  After petitions are filed, candidates 
are mailed a kit containing the necessary forms, a financial disclosure filing calendar, and a Guide to 
Financial Disclosure.  The financial files are open to the public and are kept at the Board for seven (7) 
years. 
 
 Financial Disclosure training for treasurers and candidates was presented by the New York State 
Board of Elections on May 17th at the Onondaga County Curtain Auditorium at the Galleries in Syracuse, 
New York.   
 

WEB SITE 
 
 The Board of Election’s web site continues to meet the needs of the public through its various 
informational pages. 
 
 In 2007, we continued to offer an inter-active web application to assist voters in obtaining 
important information, including but not limited to their polling place.  Our current pages now include: 
 

• Home Page (Welcome, Introduction and link to the Polling Place Locator), NEW Election 
Inspector Article with a Link for additional information and a contact us button 

• About Us (General Information about the Board Operations) 

• Board News (Updates and Offices to be Filled) 

• Voter Registration (Deadlines, Instructions and Downloadable forms 

• Absentee, Military and Federal Voters (Deadlines, Instructions and Downloadable Forms) 

• Political Calendar  

• Elections Regulations (Downloadable files and opinions) 

• Candidate Information 

• Campaign Finance (Downloadable forms) 

• New Voting Machines – 2006 (HAVA Updates and Press Releases) 

• Polling Place List and link to the Polling Place Locator Program 

• Maps of all Congressional, State Assembly, State Senate, County Legislative, City 
Common Council, City Wards and Towns 

• Links to other helpful sites 
 
 In a continued effort to minimize phone congestion on election days, we offer a Polling Place 
Locator on our web site.  By entering an address and date of birth, voter can confirm their voter 
registration, party enrollment and polling place location.  Directions to the polling place are available, 
along with a sample ballot.  The Polling Place Locator was enhanced by the provider in 2007, so that it is 
now available year-round; with an enhanced, easier program for sending the data to the provider. 
 
 The Board continues to place an emphasis on educating the public as to those services which are 
available through the internet, and the ease in obtaining the many forms and instructions.  Our office 
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encourages the public to visit our site frequently to keep informed, and to obtain any necessary forms 
they may need. 
 

LONG RANGE GOALS 
 
 In 2008, the Board of Elections plans to replace the mechanical lever machines with a new voting 
system.  This new voting system will provide access to the electoral process for people with disabilities.  
The new system will be optical scan, which means the voters in Onondaga County will be voting on paper 
ballots by 2009. 
 
 The majority of the new voting systems will be delivered to Onondaga County sometime in late 
July or early August.  We will need a new facility to house these electronic machines.  Our current service 
center is grossly inadequate.  The new facility must also have a space to store the voted paper ballots for 
up to 22 months after each election.  Other items that will be housed at the new facility will be all the 
temporary fixes used to make polling places accessible.  Also, a large number of privacy booths  and an 
area to stage our Election Day supplies will be located at the new facility. 
 
 The transition to a new voting system requires testing and maintenance on a quarterly basis, a 
manual audit of at least 3% and much stricter security requirements than the current system.  It would 
make sense to relocate the Board of Elections central staff to the new facility.  Not only would this provide 
more oversight of the new system but would provide better access to voters and candidates who use 
Board of Elections services. 
 
 


