Onondaga County Board of Elections
Meeting Agenda

January 31, 2024
10:00 AM
Type of Meeting: Decision Making
Commissioners: Dustin Czarny and Michele Sardo
Invitees: Candice Clemens, Julie Cook, Sydney Szczesniak, Michelle Edinger
I. Call to order: DUSTIN CZARNY AT 10:24 AM

II. Roll call: DUSTIN CZARNY
MICHELE SARDO, CANDICE CLEMENS MICHELLE EDINGER

III. Approval of Agenda: YES2/NO 0

IV. New Business

a) Appointment of President and Secretary: YES 2/ NO 0
(Odd years- Dem President, Even years-Rep-President)

b) Commissioners’ appointment of Deputy Commissioners
DUSTIN CZARNY APPOINTS JULIE COOK
MICHELE SARDO APPOINTS CANDICE CLEMENS

c) Approval of adopting an open meeting policy: YES 2/NO 0

d) Approval of written policies regarding conducting elections
1. Absentee Ballot Distribution: YES 2 /NO 0
2. Affidavit Spreadsheet: YES 2/ NO 0
3. Hand Count Guidelines: YES 2 /NO 0
4. Petitions and Certificates of Nomination: YES 2/ NO 0
5. Objections and Specifications: YES 2/ NO 0
6. Write Ins: YES 2/NO 0

7. Early Mail Ballot & Absentee Canvass, Prevention of double Voting and
Premature Release of Results: YES 2 /NO 0



e) Approval of internal staff policies
1. Tardiness and Attendance: YES 2/ NO 0

2, Request for Time Off: YES2/NO 0

f) Approval of Inspector Pay Rates 2024: YES 2/ NO 0
g) Approval of School District Cost 2024
1. Ballot Program and Machine Pre-Lat: YES 2/ NO 0
2. Ballot Printing: YES 2/NO 0
h) Knowlnk
1. 2024 Invoice — Poll Print/Battery Backup: YES 2/NO 0
2. 2024 Invoice — PollSync: YES 2/NO 0
1) EZ Vote
1. Assef Management: YES 2/ NO 0
j) Warehouse

1. Audio Program — Premium Monthly Subscription: YES 2 /NO 0

V. Adjournment: DUSTIN CZARNY AT 10:40 AM / MICHELE SARDO SECOND
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COUNTY OF ONONDAGA

Offpce of the Poand of Elections

1000 ERIE BLVD WEST
SYRACUSE, Ny 13204

DUSTIN M. CZARNY PHONE: 315-435-3312 » FAX: 315-435-8451 MICHELE L. SARDO
COMMISSIONER www.ongbv.net/elections COMMISSIONER

2024 School District Election Costs

Ballot programming and Machine Pre-Lat with ClearBallot Systems
= $75.00 per hour

Ballot printing = $.25 per ballot

Please email all requests, ballot information and questions to:

electionrequest@ongov.net

Onondaga County Board of Elections

i LS DL

Dustin M. €zarny Michele L. Sardo
Commissioners of Elections




ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

AGREEMENT OF ABSENTEE BALLOT DISTRIBUTION
COMMISSIONERS DUSTIN M. CZARNY and MICHELE L. SARDO

Wednesday, January, 31, 2024

It is the policy of the Onondaga County Board of Elections that:

e All absentee ballots are mailed if time is allowed.

e Any person or agent designated on an absentee application to pick
up absentee ballots for another individual will be granted five (5)
absentee ballots per day. If a person or agent wishes to drop off
more than five (5) such applications at a time, there will be a one (1)
business day hold on the issuing of the ballots to allow for the BOE to
process the applications as well as notify the recipient by mail and
phone that a ballot is being issued in their name.

e Absentee applications/ballots will not be given out together more
than one (1) week before a Primary or General Election

3 el

. g / /
S -

y/a

z
Dustin M. Czarny
Commissioner (D)

Onondaga County Board of Elections

M b e 5l

Michele L. Sardo
Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections




ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

DUSTIN M CZARNY and MICHELE L SARDO
Wednesday, January 31, 2024

Affidavit Spreadsheet

1. The Board of Elections will document every affidavit, good or no good, on the
excel spreadsheet created

2. If any candidate wishes to see the names and parties of said affidavit voters, they
will receive the spreadsheet in its entirety and the candidate can filter those
voters pertaining to their district

Dustin M Czarny
Commissioner (D)
Onondaga County Board of Elections

S O

Michele L Sardo
Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections




Onondaga County Board of Elections
Petitions and Certificates of Nomination

Petitions and certificates of nomination are used to designate/nominate candidates.
Designating petitions are used for:

e Congress

e State Senate

e State Assembly

e  County Offices

e  (City Offices

e  Party Positions

e Villages run by the Board of Elections

¢ Some Town Offices (varies by party/by town — see list below)

1. Democrat petitions — Lysander, Manlius, Salina and Spafford

2. Republican petitions - ALL towns EXCEPT Otisco & Spafford

3. Conservative petitions — Camillus, Cicero, Clay, Dewitt, Elbridge, Geddes, Lysander, Manlius, Pompey, Salina and
Van Buren

4. Working Families petitions — ALL towns

ANY TOWN NOT COVERED ABOVE NOMINATES CANDIDATES BY CAUCUS

Caucuses may not be held before the first day to sign a designating petition. The chairman of the party calling the caucus must
publish in a local newspaper within the town at least one (1) week and not more than two (2) weeks prior to the caucus or by
posting in ten (10) public places in the town at [east ten (10) days prior. In addition the chairman must file a notice with the town
clerk and the County Board of Elections at least ten (10) days prior to the caucus. These notices of caucus are posted in the counter
area for the public to see them as well as on our website.

Independent Nominating Petitions are used by candidates seeking an independent line and are for all offices including town offices.

The number of signatures needed to qualify on any type of petition is determined by New York State Election Law.

A designating petition for the designation of candidates for an office to be filled must be signed by 5% of the active enrolled voters
of the political party in the political unit unless the statutory numbers are less. See New York State Election Law §6-136.

An independent nominating petition for the nomination of candidates for an office to be filled by the voters of a political unit must
be signed by voters numbering 5% of the total number of votes cast for governor at the last gubernatorial election in such unit,
excluding blank and void votes unless the statutory numbers are less. See New York State Election Law §6-142.

Petitions and certificates are filed with the Board of Elections during time frames established by election law. (Check political
calendar for each year)

PLEASE NOTE: Any petition, certificate of nomination, acceptance, declination, authorization, disqualification, certificates of
substitution, objections, and specifications shall be deemed timely filed and accepted for filing if sent by mail or overnight delivery
service, in an envelope postmarked or showing receipt by the overnight delivery service prior to midnight of the last day of filing,
and received no later than two business days after the last day to file such certificates, petitions, objections or specifications shall be
a fatal defect per NYS Election Law 1-106

When petitions are turned in, they will be time stamped immediately and a copy of the cover sheet with the time stamp showing
will be given to the person delivering or if delivered by mail, a copy returned via first class mail to the candidate or agent on file.
The petitions will be logged in and a list will be posted on the Onondaga County Board of Elections website and Facebook page
each night. As soon as practicable petitions for public office will be reviewed by a bi-partisan team to determine the number of
submitted signatures by counting the number of signatures indicated in the witness statement on each page as part or prima facie
review. Any petition with less than the required signature amounts will be rejected as invalid. Party offices can be reviewed at
the request of either commissioner.

All mgierials receiv%ﬂng thisprocess are secured in a room located within the Board of Elections with a double key bipartisan
|
wﬁ : 1
.

Dustin M. Czarny Michele Sardo
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections

REVISED: JANUARY 25, 2024



Onondaga County Board of Elections
Objections and Specifications

General Objections

Any voter qualified to vote for a particular office may file a General Objection within 3 days after the document is
filed and the Board of Elections. Also, any party member living in the political subdivision may file a general
objection to a party position petition. A general objection must contain the name, address, and office of the
candidate being objected to. The general objection must also contain the name and residence of the objector.

The Objector then has 6 days to file specific objections to the document listing item by item what they believe
should be ruled invalid.

Specific Objections »

6 days starts from the time of filing the General Objections by postmark if delivered by mail or timestamp if
delivered in person. Specific Objections must be filed at the Onondaga County Board of Elections. The Objector
must provide proof of service of the Specific Objections by overnight mail or proof of personal service to the
aggrieved party. Service must occur before or on the date of filing. Proof of service can accompany the
specifications or be received by the end of two business days following the filing of specifications whichever is
later. The only forms of overnight mail accepted are USPS Priority Express NEXT DAY-Gold Standard or NEXT-DAY
services from DHL Express, FedEx Overnight, and UPS Next Day sufficient.

Specific Objections should be formatted so all objections on single petition page be made on a single objection
page. A separate appendix of codes can be provided as well. See the example on our website.
Any person filing general objections to any designating, independent nominating, or opportunity to ballot petitions

filed with the Onondaga County Board of Elections who thereafter files specifications of their objections to any
such petition with such board shall do so in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-154 of the Election Law. All
such specifications shall substantially comply with the following requirements:

1.) The volume number, page number, and line number of any signature objected to on any petition shall
be set forth in detail. In addition, any portion of any petition or any signature line or witness
statement objected to shall be specifically identified and reasons given for any such objection.

2.) All objections relating to a single petition page in both the individual signature and witness page shall
be grouped together on a single separate page of the specifications (see example on our website).

3.) Symbols and/or abbreviations may be used to set forth objections, provided that a sheet explaining
the meaning of such symbols and/or abbreviations is attached to the specifications.

4.) The total number of signatures objected to shall be set forth.

Any notice and/or determinations relating to a petition for which specifications of objections have been filed shall
be transmitted by the Board of Elections to the objector filing the specifications, provided that any such objector
may designate an attorney or agent to receive any such notice and/or determination on their behalf. Any such
designation shall be in writing and include the name, address, and telephone number of any such attorney or
agent.

PLEASE NOTE: Any petition, certificate of nomination, acceptance, declination, authorization, disqualification,
certificates of substitution, objections, and specifications shall be deemed timely filed and accepted for filing if
sent by mail or overnight delivery service, in an envelope postmarked or showing receipt by the overnight delivery
service prior to midnight of the last day of filing, and received no later than two business days after the last day to
file such certificates, petitions, objections or specifications shall be a fatal defect per NYS Election Law 1-106

Page 1 of 2



All objection documents will be recorded in the logbook. At the end of each day the objections received will be
posted on the OCBOE website and Facebook page.

Hearings and rulings

The Specific Objections are reviewed by a bipartisan team and their findings are reported to the Commissioners.
The Commissioners notify the objector and the aggrieved party of their findings. The Commissioners will set a
hearing date and all parties involved will be notified by Overnight Mail or if the candidate or objector consents via
electronic correspondence. After the staff does our initial research on the specifications, we will give notice to the
objector and objected to candidate(s) of the date or dates when the board will hold a hearing on the specific
objections and the Board of Election’s preliminary ruling.

At the hearing, either side may present evidence as to why or why not a signature should be validated or
invalidated. A secretary will be present to make record of the proceedings. Commissioners will not rule on cases
of fraud including but not limited to matching or illegible signatures leaving those determinations for court
proceedings. Alterations to the witness statement above the signature line can only be cured through a court
proceeding unless affidavits are filed at time of filing petitions. Cures for wrong town/city in either the witness
statement or signature lines must be received within 3 days of receiving specific objections. Those cures must
show that a valid postal code was used; addresses with a completely incorrect town or postal code cannot be
cured.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Commissioners will make a final determination. It takes a unanimous
decision of the Commissioners to invalidate a document. The parties involved will be notified forthwith by US Mail
and electronic correspondence if provided. The ruling of the Commissioners will be noted in the logbook.

It is the policy of the Board of Elections that when we are in receipt of specifications to objections, we will only
provide copies for the candidate and objector involved. Any other parties must request these documents through
F.O.LL.

M(’M f%qgiss

. Czarny Michele Sardo
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections

Revised: January 25, 2024
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Onondaga County Board of Elections
Guidelines and Instructions for Hand Count

Bi-partisan teams will be present at each of the 10 tables.
Commissioners will deliver one election district to each counting table throughout the day.

There will be different folders of ballots in each election district box; Early Voting (Red Folder),
Election Day (Grey Folder), Absentee and Affidavit (Green Folder).

An empty red objection folder, and an empty grey voter intent folder will also be provided with
each election district box.

Three tally sheets are provided: Early Voting, Election Day, and Absentee/Affidavit.
Complete the following steps for Election Day, Early Voting and all absentee/affidavit ballots.

Step 1:
Take an overall count of ballots and record on the top of the tally sheet.

Step 2:
Show the front and back of each ballot to the observers.
Place ballot in the proper sorting tray depending on the vote cast for that contest.

Step 3:
Take a final count of each sorting tray and record the number on the tally sheet.

After all trays are counted and recorded, rubber band each individual pile. Place all ballots back
into the box with the corresponding folders on top.

Once steps 1-3 are completed for election day, early voting ballots and absentee/affidavit
ballots, the Red Objection folders, Grey Voter intent folders and all tally sheets are brought to
the Commissioner’s desk for rulings.

Objections and Voter Intent.

Ballots where voters marked outside the voting oval or ballots that show an intentional mark
are set aside for Commissioner Ruling on voter intent. Place inside the Grey Voter Intent
Folder.

If a ballot is objected to at time of showing, record the objection on the back of the ballot in red
pen along with the campaign objecting. Place the ballot inside the Red Objection Folder

Example of what is to be written on the back of the ballot:

Last name of candidate

Objector Name

Reason for objection

Objections must be made at time of showing the ballot!

Only Commissioners are allowed to rule and add to the tally sheets on objected ballots!



Guidelines for determining votes cast.

Stray marks, food stains, etc. will NOT invalidate the ballot.

If the mark starts in the voting oval and extends beyond the oval, it will be counted.
Pens that bleed through the ballot will be counted.

Any color ink or pencil will be counted.

Commissioners

The Commissioners will rule on each objection and record on each ballot whether it was added
to the tally. Commissioners will alter the tally sheet after ruling on objections.

The Commissioners will rule on each voter intent ballot giving the parties opportunity to object.
Commissioners will alter the tally sheet after ruling on the voter intent and place the ballots
back in the folder, unless objected to. If they are objected to the Commissioners will write in
red ink on the back of the ballot the objection, the name of the campaign, and whether it was
counted in the tallies.

if both commissioners rule that a ballot is valid it will be part of the tally. If both commissioners
rule against validity it will not count in the tally.

If there is a presumed validity of the ballot/vote, a Commissioner’s split would indicate that
we should count the ballot.

Commissioners will note any changes in the hand count spreadsheet along with votes cast for
distribution at the end of each night.

The Commissioners will then place all ballots in their proper bin, with the exception of the
objection folder which will be labelled by Election District and reserved for court review.

The Commissioners will then give the table another Election District for hand count.

M/%M | M =5,

Dustin M. Czarny Michele Sardo
Commissioner (D) Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections Onondaga County Board of Elections

Revised: January 25, 2024



ONONDAGA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

PROCEDURE FOR EARLY CANVASS OF ABSENTEE AND MAIL BALLOT;
PREVENTION OF DOUBLE VOTING AND PREMATURE RELEASE OF RESULTS

COMMISSIONERS DUSTIN M. CZARNY and MICHELE L. SARDO
January 31, 2024

The Onondaga County Board of Elections shall follow the attached guidance from the New York
State Board of Elections in relation to the early canvass of absentee and mail ballot.

In the effort to prevent double voting, our office shall conduct the following procedures:

e Before the Board of canvassers opens the ballot envelope, they will compare the voter’s
name to a list of ballots received and handled through the cure process. If the voter’s
name does not appear on this list, the ballot will not be opened until it is handled
through the cure process and properly tracked.

e Before the Board of canvassers opens the ballot envelope, they will compare the voter’s
name to a list of voters who have been issued and returned a second ballot.

e During early voting, voter history will be uploaded to our voter registration system on a
daily basis at the close of each poll. Any subsequent ballot received during and after
early voting, will be reviewed against in person history to be sure the voter has not cast
a vote.

In the effort to prevent premature release of results, our office will be tabulating absentee and
early mail ballots using the currently certified Clear Count 2.4 system. This system gives the
ability to suppress results prior to election night.

Onondaga County utilizes clean memory sticks for each day of early voting at each of the
County’s early voting sites. While ClearBallot ClearCast Go voting systems has the printing
ability of the results tape suppressed, the ability to view and print results on the screen of the
machine after closing polls is still available. To lessen the chance of premature release of
results, the polls will not be closed on the machines at the early voting site. The memory sticks
containing the results of that day’s early voting will be brought back to the Onondaga County
Board of Elections where a bipartisan team will load them into a machine and close the polls.

Dusti ~€zarny
Commissioner (D)
Onondaga County Board of Elections

WichJ. 53524
Michele L. Sardo

Commissioner (R)
Onondaga County Board of Elections
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GUIDANCE FOR EARLY MAIL VOTING
I. Introduction

On September 20, 2023, Governor Hochul signed Chapter 481 of the Laws of 2023,
Establishing the New York Early Mail Voter Act. This newly enacted legislation, which takes
effect on January 1, 2024 and applies to all elections moving forward, establishes an
additional method of voting early via mail.

Many of these procedures will be similar to your current Absentee or Special ballot
processes. As such, the information below should help walk you through an already
familiar set of operational steps, while noting differences between, to ensure your
compliance with the new statutory requirements. While we endeavor to provide
comprehensive guidance, do not hesitate to reach out with any questions you may have.

The following guidance covers applications, applicable contests, ballots, envelopes,
canvassing procedures, and village elections.

II. Applications (Paper and Electronic) — §8-700
Any registered voter may apply by a duly signed instrument to the county board of
elections (or in the City of New York) where they are registered for any election in which

the voter is eligible. Voters must apply and applicants must be registered at the address
on the application.

Voters may apply using one (1) of the following three (3) methods:

1. Via application promulgated by the New York State Board of Elections (NYSBOE),
a copy of which can be found attached to this guidance as Appendix A.

a. Except for providing a reason, the rules for determining validity of an
application should be consistent with existing Absentee guidance.

b. Voters may apply for all elections in a calendar year on one application.
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c. When a voter requests an Early Mail ballot application be sent to them via
mail, the board shall provide a postage paid return envelope.

d. When a voter indicates they are picking up an application in person, the
board shall offer a postage paid return envelope.

2. Via letter submitted to the board of elections requesting a ballot.

a. The letter must be signed and must contain enough information to be
substantially compliant with the aforementioned application.

3. Via the electronic Early Mail ballot transmittal system.

Applications submitted other than in person must be received not later than the tenth
(10t day before the election. Applications delivered in person for ballots being delivered
in person must be received no later than the day before the election.

Applications for Early Mail ballots should be provided to voters in any instance where
Absentee ballot applications are provided.

II. Review of Applications — §8-702

Applicants must be registered voters at the address listed on the application and must be
eligible to vote in the elections requested on the application.

If the board determines an applicant is not registered in the county (or within New York
City) at the address listed, or not eligible to vote in all of the elections on the application,
the board shall immediately notify the applicant of the rejection with the reason. If the
reason is that the voter's address on the application is not the same as their registration
address, the voter shall be provided information on how to change their address.

IV. Tracking System - §8-712

As with Absentee voting, the State Board is directed to establish an electronic tracking
system for both applications and ballots for Early Mail voting. The form and substance of
this system shall follow the existing system(s) set up for Absentee tracking. Counties may
develop and implement their own Early Mail tracking system with the approval of the
State Board.
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V. Ballots

Early Mail ballots must be labeled “Early Mail Ballots.” However, since neither the Absentee
nor Early Mail Ballot statues limit the language (§7-122), you may consolidate ballot types
for Early Mail Ballots, Absentee and Special ballots, where possible. Such consolidated
ballots may say “Absentee / Special / Early Mail Ballots” on them as appropriate.

Timeliness: Early Mail Ballots follow the same timeliness restrictions as Absentee Ballots
with regard to deadlines for postmarks and receipt.

Restrictions on Machine Voting: Any voter who is issued an Early Mail ballot, and who
subsequently attempts to vote in person, must only be allowed to vote via affidavit ballot.
Voter registration lists shall indicate that an Early Mail ballot was issued.

VI. Envelopes - §8-704; §7-119

In a manner similar to that employed for Absentee voters, sending voting materials to
Early Mail Ballot voters requires three (3) envelopes to be used: the inner affirmation
(security/oath) envelope, the postage paid return envelope addressed to the board of
elections, and the outer envelope in which the board mails those envelopes to the voter,
along with their ballot.

Please see Appendix B for examples of what Early Mail envelopes should look like.
VII. Canvassing

Early Mail Ballots are canvassed under 9-209 in a manner similar to that of Absentee,
Military and Special Ballots. They should be canvassed under the same guidance
previously given by the State Board for the canvass of such ballots. The same timeliness
restrictions around postmarks and deadline for receipt by the board, along with the cure
provisions provided for under § 9-209(3), should be employed.

VIII. Communication to Voters

Election Law is updated in several sections to include providing information to voters
regarding Early Mail Voting. Listed below are the areas that require you to add Early Mail
voting information. Unless otherwise specified, adding the term Early Mail will fulfill your
requirement. Required areas include:
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a) Information Notices under §4-117(1), indicating that any registered voter may vote
early by mail and providing information on how to apply for an Early Mail Ballot;

b) Publication of list of polling places for registration under 84-119(1);
c) Notices of general, village, and special elections under §4-201(3)"; and

-d) Approval Notices under §5-210(9), indicating that any registered voter may vote
early by mail and providing information on how to apply for an Early Mail Ballot.

IX. Village Elections - §15-119

Early Mail Voting also applies to villagé elections, and any eligible voter is entitled to apply
for and receive an Early Mail Ballot.

Applications should be submitted to the Village Clerk for elections conducted by the
village clerk under Article 15. As with Absentee Ballot applications for village elections,
applications by mail must be received no earlier than four (4) months and not later than
seven (7) days before the election. All ballots requested to be mailed by mailed
application, shall be sent not later than six (6) days before the election. In-person
applications shall be accepted until the day before the election.

Canvassing of Early Mail Ballots for village elections mirror Absentee Ballot rules for village
elections.

! This section applies to New York City only.
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APPENDIX A



New York State Early Mail Ballot BOARD USE ONLY:
ApplicatiOn Town/City/Ward/Dist:

Please print clearly. See detailed instructions. Registration No:

To receive an early mail ballot: In-Person - Application must be personally delivered to your
county board of elections not later than the day before the election. By Mail - Application
must be received by your county board of elections not later than the 10th day before the
election.

Party:

O voted in office

The ballot itself must either be personally delivered to the board of elections in your county no
later than the close of polls on election day, or postmarked by a governmental postal service
not later than the day of the election and received no later than 7 days after the election.

early mail ballot(s) requested for the following election(s) :
O Primary Electiononly [0 General Electiononly [ Special Electiononly [ All elections this year

N-

last name or surname first name middle initial |-sTfﬁx

date of birth MM/DD/YYYY county where you live phone number (optional) email (optional)

address where you are registered: apt city state zip code
Delivery of Primary Election Ballot (check one) O Deliver to me in person at the board of elections

[ 5- O 1authorize (give name): to pick up my ballot at the board of elections.

O Mail ballot to me at: (maiting address)

street no. street name apt. city state zZip code

Delivery of General (or Special) Election Ballot (check one) O Deliver to me in person at the board of elections
O 1authorize (give name): - to pick up my ballot at the board of elections.
[0 Mail ballot to me at: (mailing address)

street no. street name apt. city state zip code

Applicant Must Sign Below

| certify that lam a qualified and a registered (and for primary, enrolled) voter- and that the information in this
application is true and correct and that this application will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an
affidavit and, if it contains a material false statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if | had been duly sworn /

Sign Here: X_ . Date /[ [

If applicant is unable to sign because of illness, physical disability or inability to read, the following statement
must be executed: By my mark, duly witnessed hereunder, | hereby state that | am unable to signh my applica-
tion for an early mail ballot without assistance because | am unable to write by reason of illness or physical
disability or because | am unable to read. | have made, or have received assistance in making, my mark in lieu
of my signature. (No power of attorney or preprinted name stamps allowed. See detailed instructions.)

- .-

Date /___/ Name of Voter: Mark:

MM/DD/YYYY
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above named voter affixed their mark to this application in my presence
and | know him or her to be the person who affixed his or her mark to said application and understand that this
statement will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit and if it contains a material false
statement, shall subject me to the same penalties as if | had been duly sworn.

(signature of witness to mark)

{address of witness to mark) Board Use Only

2024 Early Mail Ballot Application




Instructions:

Who may apply for an early mail ballot?
Each person must apply for themselves. It is a felony to make a false statement in an application for
an early mail ballot, to attempt to cast an illegal ballot, or to help anyone to cast an illegal ballot.

Information for military and overseas voters:

If you are applying for an early mail ballot because you or your family are in the military or because
you currently reside overseas, do not use this application. You are entitled to special legal
provisions if you apply using the Federal Postcard Application (FPCA). For more information about
military/overseas voting, contact your local board of elections or refer to the Military and Federal
Voting sections at: http://www.elections.ny.gov/Voting.html

Where and when to return your application:

Applications for an early mail ballot that will be delivered in-person at the county board of
elections to the voter or an agent of the voter must be received not later than the day before the
election. Applications for a ballot to be delivered by mail to the voter must be received at the
county board of elections no later than 10 days before the election. If the address of your county
board of elections is not provided on this form, contact information for your local election office
can be found on the New York State Board of Elections’ website, under “County Boards of Election”
directory at: http://www.elections.ny.gov/CountyBoards.html

Options available to you if you have an illness or disability:

You may sign the early mail ballot application yourself, or you may make your mark and have your
mark witnessed in the spaces provided on the bottom of the appli-cation. Please note that a power
of attorney or printed name stamp is not allowed for any voting purpose.

When your ballot will be sent:

Your early mail ballot materials will be sent to you beginning 46 days before federal, state, county,
city or town elections in which you are eligible to vote. If you applied after this date, your ballot will
be sent immediately after your completed and signed application is received and processed by your
local board of elections. If you prefer, you may designate someone to pick up your ballot for you,
by completing the required information in section 6 and/or section 7, as appropriate. Contact your
local county board of elections if you have not received your ballot.



November 27, 2023
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General Provisions

Overview

>

The new law changes the way that absentee ballots are handled by County Boards of Elections upon
their recelpt Whereas under previous law, absentee ballots were kept sealed and not canvassed until
after Election Day, the new law now requlres that absentees be reviewed and prepared for scanning
prior to Election Day on a rolling basis. With regard to the scanning of absentee ballots itself, it should
be made clear that this Is not to.be done on a rolling basis. Rather, itis only to take place at two times
prior to Election Day — on the day before the first day of Early Voting and after the close'of polis on the
Jast day of Early Voting. At ho polnt should any absentee ballots be manually, canvassed prior to Election
Day. ’ ’

- The diagram below provides a very basic overview of the process to be fallowed for handling ballots”
recelved prior to Election Day

Absantas Ballot Board of canvassers

is recelved by @ - reviswsenvelopelo® | If invalld, sst asidefor
County Board deteimine validity P“"QFBB"OD reviow
. l l‘
.  r——— s enropamra—n——— —_................__p
D] =
Hvalid, open envelopas lfnon-curnhlodafeor.
. amd review for defect{s) setaalde fnrpost-eleoﬂon
ot scanniable, store raview and send noﬂoe .
sacuraly for post-alaction Send valer notica
manusl canvaes - Infarming them of
Ao et————— . @ sltarnative voilng
. . Hno defact, options andlor
. Ordofetteured revlasue ballod .
raview for scannabllity ) \
. Wscannable, prepare : 1f curebla defect, set astde
ballat for scanning and : . and send cure notice

Send vater notice with
cura afffrmation and

ators securaly . . \

Instrictions on how
T to relum
Update the voler's rocord . .- . .
1o Intiicate that they have . . 1f votar returns timely

voted I such BlBBﬂ.Oﬂ ) curs affl
- pmcaas ba!lol

The mformatnon set forth below serves to provide a more detalled overview of the processes to be
followed-as a result of the recent changes inlaw. As always, should you have any questlons about any of
the material below, please do not hesitate to contact the State Board of Elections for more information.

Prevention of Double Voting and Premature Release of Resuits

Similar to procedures previously established for Early Voting, the board of elections shall adopt
procedures, consistent with regulations of the state board of elections, to prevent voters from voting
‘more than once and to secure ballots and prevent public release of election results prior to election day.
Such procedures shall be consistent with the regulations of the state board of elections and shall be filed
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with the state board of elactions at least ninety days before they shall be effective. Existing procedures
for Early Voting may be expanded to Intlude the early canvassing of absentee ballots to maintain
consistency.

At the Poll Site

If a voter's name appears in the poll book or computer generated registration list with a notation
indicating that the board of elections has issued the voter an absentee, mllitary or special ballot, such
voter shall not be permitted to vote on a voting machme at an early votlng snte or on election day but
may vote by affidavit ballot.

Watchers

Nothing in'this law prohibits a representative of a candidate, political party, or independent body
entitled to have watchers present at the polls In any election district in'the board's jurisdiction from
observing the review of ballot envelopes. Such representatives can observe the opening process, but
they cannot make any objections that would cause a ballot to be set aslde, preventing opening of the
absentee envelope. Whether to open the ballot envelope is a determination made solely by the board
of canvassers. Pursuant to the new Jaw, a candidate or objector can no longer go to court to challenge
“the board of canvassers’ decision to open and count an absentee ballot. If the board of canvassers splits
as to whether a ballot is valid, such ballot shall be prepared to be cast and canvassed. Also, since the
- ballots are prepared for later scanning without examining the face of the ballot, observers cannot
Inspect the face of the ballot to make any objections on the ballot itself. In this.way, absentee and
- affidavit ballots are treated in a manner consistent with election day voters’ baflots, which are placed
into the scanner directly without any prior review. Additional changes made In this fegislation relating to
challenges are outlined in article 16, where a court cannot alter the canvass schedule unless a candidate
demonstrates to the court clear and.convincing evidence a change to the schedule is needed,

Proéess‘ing Ballots

Central Board of Canvassers -

" - Within 4 days of the recelpt of the first absentee ballot {including military, special federal,
special ballots, etc), board must designate central board of canvassers.

-. Central bo_afd of canvassers shall consist of at least one set of poll clerks, and that each such set
shall be divided equally between representatives of the two major political parties. -

- If the central board of canvassers splits as to whether a ballot is valid, it shall Inmediately
" prepare such ballot to be cast and canvassed.

- If cahvassing board finds that ministerial error by the board of elections or any of its em ployees
caused a ballot envelope not to be valid on its face, it shail process the ballot for scanning as if it
were valid,

S



How to process a ballot

- Onceyou have determined that an individual is properly registered and has requested an
absentee ballot, the envelope shall be opened, and the ballot(s) shall be taken out, unfolded,
stacked face down and placed in a secure ballot hox or envelope. The voters record shall then be
updated with a notation that the voter has voted In the election. The ballots shall be held until
the appropriate timeto scan them.

Timeframe for the processing of a ballot

- Prior to Election Day = within 4 days of recelpt

- Onor after Election Day = within 1 day of receipt

Organization of ballots for processiné

All ballots from a single election district shall be assign-ed toa single set of clerks.

Examination of ballot envelopes

1. Jdentify ballots to be set aside for post-election review. Board of canvassers to indicate on the
ballot envelope, in red ink, the specific reason for invalidity. In the case where there is a split
between the canvassers as to whether or not a ballot meets the specific criterta set forth in the
list below for invalldity, that ballot should be set aside for post-election review.

a. Voter not registered
b. No votér name on afflrmation envelope (regardless of signature)
c. Nottimely postmarked or received

I. Any absentee ballot dellvered In person and received by the board on or before
the close of polls on Election Day shall be tonsldered to ba timely.

. Any absen{ee ballot received k;y the board via mail, and not bearing a postmark,
" shall be considered timely if received on ar before the day after Election Day.

d. Both outerand fnner envelopes unsealed

. The board shall notify the voter by mail, sent within three business days of such
rejection, and by either electronic mail or telephone, if such information is
avallable to the board In the voter's registration Information, and notify the

* voter of other options for votlng, and if time permits, provide the voter with a



I new ballot. (see State Board’s Cure Procedures for more infarmat'(on)
" 2. Voters who returned multiple ballots

a. Ifboard issued a second ballot, any Inltlal ballot should be set aside unopened to
provide the voter time to return the,second ballot,

b, Both timely?
I One with later date of execution accepted and other(s) rejected

1, Unless earlier one already opened Then set aside more recent one
unopenad. :

ii. Can'tdetermine? All ballots rejected
3. Compare signature on 'envelope agalnst votér record {same name & address)

a. If the signatures are found to correspond, such central board of canvassers shall certify
thereto, indicating as much on the envelope with the initials of lnspectors from both

parties.
b, If Signatures do 'not matclu; follow guidance for cura_ble defect,
4. 'If voter registered, requested a bal_lOt and signature nqatohes:
. a Tn_e ballot envelope shall be opened, the ballot(s) withdrawn from the envelope,

.. f Primary Election ballot, confirm voter is of proper party. In previewing the
ballot, the board shalt take all measures necessary to ensure the privacy of
voters.

. - L lfyes, place ballot(s) unfolded sracked face down and deposrted ln a
secure ballot box or envelope,

2. [f not, ballot shall be rejected and shall be returned to the ballot
envelope which shall be endorsed not enrolled". -

ii. Aside from confirmation of proper enroliment, no further review of the ballot or
the votes contained therein, shall be made,

~lil. if ahallot envelope shall-contain more than one ballot for the s same offices, all
the ballots in such ballot envelope shall be rejected; )



iv.  As each ballot envelope Is opened, if one or more of the different kinds of
: -~ ballots to be voted at the election are not found thereln, the central board of
canvassers, shall make a.memorandum showing what ballot or ballots are
missing.

1. When the review of such ballots shall have been completed, the central
hoard of canvassers shall ascertain the number of such bailots of each
kind which have been deposited in the-ballot box by deducting from the
number of ballot envelopes opened with the humber of missing ballots
and shall make a return thereof, :

2, The number of voters ballots deposited in the ballot box shall be added

- to the number of other ballots deposited in the ballot box, In order to
‘determine the number of all hallots of each kind to be accounted for in ,
the ballot box, ' ‘ .

v. - If unscannable (like FWABs and those downloaded and printed by military,
special fed'and accessible absentee voters), then set aside for past-election
manual canvass.

b. Upon such processing of the ballot, the voter's.record shall be updated with a notation
that Indicates that the voter has already voted in such election. This information should
be included In all print and electronic poll books where possible, and voter history shall

- be recorded for inclusion in the information provided to the State to conduct its post-
election statewide voter data match. : -

Additional Procedures for Scanners/Systems Used for Early Cénvassing of Absentee Ballots

>

- The Operations Unit of the State Board has prépared additional procedures specific to the
varfous systems which can be used for the scanning of absentee ballots prior to Election Day.
Similar to procedures provided to boards for the different conflgurations of precinct scanner
systems which can be used during Early Voting; this guidance explains how stanners/systems
used for the early canvassing of absentee hallots should be configured, operated and secured.
Please contact Election Operations for more information on the partlcular syétem that your
board expacts to use for this purpose. ' '

Ballot Defects and the Cure Process

Steps for determining curable defects

1. Atthetime a ballot affirmation envelope Is reviewed, the board of electi_on_s shall determine
whether the ballot envelope has one of the following curable defects: )



is unsigned '

has a signature that does not c.prreseohd to the regisiration signature
has no required witness to a mark

is returned \&ith’out a ballot afﬂrmation envelepe inthe return envelope

has a ballot affirmation envelope that is signed by the person that has provxded
assistance to the voter buti is not signed or marked by the voter

contains the signature of someone other than the voter and not of the vater

2. Ballot envelopes are not invalid and do not require a cure if:

f.

a ballot envelope Is undated or has the wrong date, provided it is postmarked on or

" prior to election day or Is otherwise received timely by the board of elecﬁons

the voter signed or marked the ballot affirmation envelope at a place on the envelope
other than the designated signature line

avoter used a combinatlon of ink {of any color) or pencil to complete the ballot
envelope

papers found in the ballot envelope with the ballot are materlals from the board of
elections, such as Instructions or an application sent by the board of elections

an extrlns[c mark or tear on the ballot envelope appears to be there as a result of the

ordinary course of mallmg or transmittal

the ballot envelope is partially unsealed but there !s'no ability to access the bauot

3. When the board of elections invalldates a ballot afﬂrmatlon envelope, and the defect is not

curable:

b.

a. the ballot envelope shall be set aside for the post-eléction review

" the board sha'll notify the voter by mall, sent within three business days of such

rejection, and by either electronic mail or telephone, if such information is available to-
the board in the voter's registration informatlon, and notify the voter of other options
for voting, and, if time permits, provide the voter with a new ballot, -



4.  If a ballotis returned by a voter with both outer and Inner envelopes unsealed, the board shall
notify the voter by mail, sent within three business days of such rejection, and by either
electronic mall or telephone, if such information is available to the board in the voter's
registration information, and notlify the voter of other options for voting, and, if time permnts,
provide the voter with a new ballot. .”

" Notifying voter of curable defect

1. If ballot envelope found fo have curable defect, the board shall indicate the issue that must be’
cured on the ballot envelope in red Ink.

a. Within.one day of such determination, send to the voter's address. indicated in the
reglstration records and, if different, the malling address Indicated on the ballot
application, a notice explaining the reason for such rejection and the procedure to.cure

. the rejection. The board shall Include a cure affifmation with the notice to the voter.
The affirmation shall-be in a form prescribed by the state board of elections.

i.” The board shall also contact the voter by either electronic mail or telephone, if
such information Is available to the board In the voter's registration information,
in orderto- notlfy the voter of the defi iciency and the opportunity and the
process to cure the deﬂclenc‘,{.

Voter process for curing defects
1. Thevoter may cure any identified curable defects by filing a duly signed affirmation with the.

board no later. than seven business days after the board's malllng of such curable rejection
notice or the day hefore the election, whichever Is later.

a. Ifthe board determines that such afﬂrmation addresses the curable defect, the rejected
ballot shall be reinstated and prepared for canvassing.

b. If the board of elections Is split asto the sufficiency ofthe cure affirmation, such
envelope shall ba prepared for canvassing. :

¢. Ifthe baliot envelope contains ane or more curable defects that have not been timely
cured, the ballot envelope shall be set aside for the post-election revlew.



Scanning of Ballots Prior to Election Day

~

General considerations for scanmng ballots

' Although the processing of returned absentee ballots is a continual process, the scanning of processed
ballots is not. The law requires that, prior to Election Day, scanning of ballots that have been examined
and prepared occurs at two speclﬂc tlmes The times at and manner in which ballots shall be scanned

are descnbed below.

When toscan ballots

1. The Day Before the First Day of Early Voting

a. The day before the first day of early voting, the central board of canvassers shall scan alt
valid ballots previously reviewed and prepared.

2. After the Close of the Polls on the Last Day of Early Voting

a, After the close of the polls on the last day of early voting, the central board of
canvassers shall scan all valid ballots received and prepared pursuant to this section,
.and not previously scanned on the day beforeé the first day of early voting

Manner in which to scan ballots .
1. The central board of canvassers shall scan all valld ballots prevlously reviewed and prepared as
nearly as practicable inthe foﬂowlng manner:

a. Such ballots may be sepa.rated into sections before being placed in the counting
machine and scanned.

b. Upon completion of the scanning of such valld ballots, the scanners used for such
purpose Shall be secured, and no tabulation of the results shall occur untit one hour
hefore the close of the polls oh election. day :

c. All portable memory devices containing such scanning data shall be secured in the same
manner as portable memory devices used during early voting or on election day.

d. Anv ballots scanned during this period shall be secured in the same manner as voted
ballots cast duting early voting or on election day.

e. Any valid ballots that cannot be cast on a scanner sha'll be held Inviolate and
unexamined and shall be duly secured untll after the tiose of polls on election day when

10



such ballots shall be examined and manually canvassed.

f. Boards have the option of using the same or dlfferent scanners for the two instances of
pre-Electmn Day scanning. : :

g In castlng and canvassing such ballots, the board shall take all measures necessary to
‘ 'ensure the privacy of voters. . .

Tabilating Unoff‘ cial Results for Electlon Night

The board of elections may begln to obtain tabulated results far all ballots previously scanned no earlier
than one hour before the scheduled close of polls on election day.

No unofficial tabulations of election results shall be publicly announced or released in any manner until
after the close of polls on election day at which time such tabulations shall be added into the.election
night vote totals prowded to the State Board. .

. Audit of Scanners Used In Canvassing Early—-Prbcesse.d Absentees

. Within three days of any election, the board of elections or a bipartisan committee appointed by such
board shall audit the scanners used for early-processed absentees by auditing the ballots from three.
percent of election districts that were tabulated by sich scanners within the Jurisdiction of such board
by that time, This audit should be conducted in the same manner as the traditional post'electlon audit
of scanners used to centrally count absentee ballots pursuant to §6210.18. :

To the extent additional ballots are tabulated through scanners after the initial audit, three percent of
election districts shall thereafter be audited as to the additional ballots tabulated. The certification of
the canvass shall not await the completion of such addmonal audit; provided, however, if upon the

" completion of such- additional audit the criteria are met for the results of the audit to replace the

" canvass then the board of canvassers shall forthwith reconvene and adjust the canvass as required.

New Data Match Timeline

Pursuant to §6211.6, county boards are required to provide Information to the State Board with regard
to In-person voter history during the early voting period and on election day, absentee requests/returns
and affidavit ballots. The State Board then aggregates this information, searches for potentlal matches
between countles and provides information on those matches to the counties involved.:

Although the déadllnes for each type on Information differ, the information overall was due to the.State
Board not later than 7 days after a primary election and 10 days after a general, During the 2021
electlon cycle, the Governor issued an Executive Order which reduced that timeframe to 48 hours after

. the election, :
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As a result of some of the changes contained in the new law, the State Board will be revising Its
regulations to call for this Information to be provided not later than three days after anelection,
regardiess of election type. The State Board will then strive to provfde the processed information back
to countles by the following day, in advance of the required timeframe for canvassing affldavit ballots,

Canvass of Affldavit Ballots

Within four business days of the electlon, the board of elections shall review all affidavlt ballots cast in
the election. .

‘1. If the central board of canvassers determines that a person was entitled to vote at such election
it shall cast and canvass such afﬁdavit ballot in the fol!owing manner:

{1 If the board of elections receives one or more tlmely absentee ballots from a voter
who also cast an affidavit ballot at a polt site, the last such timely absentee ballot
received shall be canvassed and the affidavit ballot shall be set aside unopened.

(if).  If a voter was issued an absentee ballot and votes in person via an affidavit balfot

" . and the board does not receive such absentee ballot, the affidavit ballot shall be

canvassed if the voter is otherwise quaiiﬂed to vote in such-efection.

i) Affldavit ballots are valid when cast-at a polling site permitted by law by qualiﬁed
voters . :

1. who moved within the state after registering
_il. who are ininactive status

il whose registration was incorrectly transferred to another address even though
" they did not move .

" iv. whose registration poll records were missing on the day of such election
"v. who have not had their identity previously verified

vi. whose registration poll records‘did pot show them to be-enrolled in the party In
which they are enrolled

. vil. who are incorrectly identified as having already voted.
{iv) Affidavit ballots are valld to the extent that ministerial error by the board of

elections or any of its employees caused such ballot envelope hot to be valid on Its
face.
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2.

If the central board of canvassers determines that a person was entitled to vote at such election,
the hoard shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot if such board finds that the voter appeared
at the correct polling place, regardless of the fact that the voter may have appeared in the
incorrect election district and regardless of whether the voter's hame was in the registration poli

- record,

If the central board of canvassers finds that a voter submltted a voter registration application
through the electronic voter registration transmittal system pursuant to title eight of article five
of this chapter and signed the affidavit ballot, the board shall cast and canvass such affidavit
ballot if the voter is otherwise qualified to vote in such election.

If the central board of canvassers determines.that a person was entitled to vote at such election,

.. the board shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot If such board finds that the voter
- substantially complied with the requirements of this chapter For purposes of this paragraph,

substantlally complied” shall mean the board can-determine the vofer's eligibility based on the
statement of the afﬁant of records of the board. .

If the central board of canvassers finds that the statewlde voter reglstratlon list supplies
sufficient information to identify a voter, fallure by the voter to include on the affidavit ballot
envelope the address where such voter was previously registered shall not be a fatal defect and
the board shall cast and canvass such affidavit ballot,

If the central board of canvassérs finds that the voter reglstered or pre-registered to vote for the

 first time pursuant to title nine of article five of this chapter at least twenty-five days before a

primary, appeared at such primary election, and indicated on the affidavit ballot envelope the
intent to enroll In such party, the affidavit ballot shall be cast and canvassed if the voter is

* otherwise qualified to vote in such election.

When the central board of canvassers determines that an affidavit ballot is invalid due to a
missing signature on the affidavit ballot envelope, or because the signature on the affidavit
ballot envelope does not correspond to the reglstration signature, such ballots shall be set aslde
and subject to the cure procedure as earlier described. The voter may cure any Identified
curable defects by filing a duly signed affirmation with the board no later than seven business
days after the board's maillng of such curable rejection notice. Those affidavit ballots which
have been set aside for this reason shall be canvassid upon receipt of a timely completed cure
affirmation from the voter. .

The board of electjons shall enter Information into its voter registration system to be
transmitted to the statewide ballot tracking system to allow a voter who cast a baliot Inan |

- affidavit envelope to determine lf the vote was counted.
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Post-Election Rewew of Set Aside Ballots

" Within four business days of the election, the board of. elections shall designate ltself or such of its
employees to act as a central board of canvassers and meet to review absentee, milltary and special -
ballots determined to be Invalid upon their initial examination, ballot envelopés that were returned to
the board as undeliverable, and ballot envelopes containlng ohe or more curable defects that have not
béen timely cured,

At least five days prior to the time fixed for such meeting, the board shall send notlce by first class mail
to each candidate, political party, and Independent body entitled to have had watchers present atthe .
polls in any election district in the board's jurisdiction. Such notice shall state the time and place fixed by
_ the board for such post-election review, Alternatively, this date can be included on the candidate notice
. sent by the board which contains the dates and times of other pre and post ele.ctlon activities they are

: entltled ta participate in and/or observe. .

Each such cand:date, political party, and Independent body shal! be entltled to appoint such number of
watchers to attend upon each central board of canvassers as. thecandidate, political party, or
independent body was entitled to appolint at the e!ectlon in any election district for which’ the central
board of canvassersis des»gnated to act.

Upon assemblmg at the time and place fixed for such meeting, each central board of canvassers shall
- then review the ballot as described above.

Each such candidate, political party, and independent body shall be entjﬂed to object to the board of
elections’ determination that an absentee or affidavit ballot is invalid. Such ballots shall not be counted
absent an order of the court. In no event may a court order a ballot that has been counted to be

uncounted.

Canvassing of Ballots After Election Day -

As stated previously, the board of canvassers shall process absentee ballots received on or after Election
- Day within one day. Such board shall'then canvass the following categorles of ballots: :

- allvalid ballots received and prepared, and not previously scanned on the day before the first
day of early voting or scanned after the close of the polls on the last day of early voting,

- all absentee ballots that were deemed valid but were unable to be scanned prevnously {Military,
Overseas, Accessible, etc.),

- all absentee ballots that were determined to have & curable defect and for which a timely and
complete cure affirmation was returned by the voter on or after electlon day.

- all affidavit ballots that were determined to have a curable defect and for which a timely and
complete cure affirmation was returned by the voter.
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For the purposes of the candidate notice sent by the board which contains the dates and times of
various pre.and post election actlvities for which they are entitled to participate in and/or observe, the
post-election canvassing activities may either be considered a continuation. of canvassing which has

. ‘taken place prior to Election Day, or may be considered a separate event with its own specific date and
time. Either way, It should be made clear when any post election canvassing of absentee ballots Is to

begin.

Certification of Results

Upon completing the casting and canvassing of any remaining valid ballots as hereinabove provided for

-any election district, the central board of canvassers shall thereupon, as nearly as practicable inthe
manmner provided in this article for absentee, military and special ballots, verify the number of ballots so
cast, tally the votes so cast, add such tally to the previous tally of all votes cast lin such election district,
and record the result.

~ The record of the vote counted by each scanner and manually for each candidate and for and against .
each ballot proposal, printed by election distnct, shall be preserved in the same manner and for the
same period as the returns of canvass for the election,

The certification of the board of canvassers must be transmitted to the State Board no later than
twenty-five days following a general or special election. ‘

.

- Conducting Post-Election Audits

The process and ‘timeline for conducting the 3% audijt of the precinct scanners used during eatlyvoting
_and on Election Day, as described in §6210.18, remains unchanged For scanners used to centrally count.
absentee ballots after Election Day, a separate audit of 3% of the election distncts scanned on.such

o equnpmentshall also be conducted.

As was stated previously, the certification of the canvass shall not await the completion of such

. additional audit; provided, however, if upon the complet!on of such additional-audit the criterla are met
for the results of the audit to replace the canvass then the board of canvassers shall forthwith '
reconvene and adjust the canvass as required.
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